
31st July 2025 

Principal’s Message What’s On… 

August 
 
6th Year 3-6 House 
 Athletics Carnival 
 Bill Stewart Athletics 
 Track Burwood East 
 
12th School Council 
 Finance Meeting 
 
19th School Council 
 Meeting 
 
20th Year 3 Melbourne 
 Museum Excursion 
 
22nd  Year 1 Science Dome 
 Incursion 
 
26th Book Week Parade 
 
September 
 
2nd  Waverley Central 
 District Athletics 
 Carnival - selected 
 students Years 3-6 
 
4th  Father’s Day Stall 
 
5th Father’s Day 
 Breakfast  7.30am 
 
11th Year 6 Economics Fair 
 
19th End of Term - Early 
 Dismissal 2.30 Office 
 closes at 3pm  
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Dear Parents and Carers, 

WELCOME BACK 
I hope everyone enjoyed a restful and relaxing break.  Term 3 looks 
to be another exciting term at PPS with lots of enjoyable learning 
experiences planned for our students and the exciting news of the 
commencement of our building project… the new gymnasium, music 
and art studios. If you have any questions regarding the building  

project, please contact the VSBA on the number provided on the letter sent to all 
families via Compass on Tuesday 28th July. 
 

CELEBRATION of LEARNING - 3 Way Conferences, 
It was wonderful to see so many parents and their children attending the 3 Way 
Conferences on Friday.  Our Compass online bookings showed that we had           
approximately 1,200 parent/teacher/student conferences take place during the day.  
 

Thank you to our teachers, students and parents for making the 3 Way Conferences 
such a successful process and acknowledging them as an integral component of our 
informative reporting approach to student learning and engagement. 
 

NAPLAN RESULTS 
I am again thrilled to see our outstanding achievement. Particularly our 
consistently high student achievement, across the key learning areas of 
‘Reading’, ‘Writing’ and ‘Mathematics’. Our achievement levels, once 
again are exceptionally high and some of the best in Victoria, where we 
have consistently stayed. A super effort by our students, staff, and     
supportive community. 
 

OUR STUDENT LEADERS IN ACTION! 
Our Wellbeing and Wurundjeri Captains, Kobe, Aarav, Zoe, Rinjiu, Tate and Lexi, in-
vited the Mayor of Monash, Cr Paul Klisaris and our Local Member of Parliament, 
Mr Matt Fregon, to a presentation for a proposal to create a ‘seven seasons garden 
and yarning circle’ with the guidance of Pallyan, our Wurundjeri educator.  
The students presented a powerful, persuasive and informative address to the 

adults attending on the day. Both the Mayor Mr. Klisaris and MP. Mr Matt Fregon 

were very impressed with the student’s presentation and have offered their support 

to the project in any way they are able to contribute. Congratulations and well done 

to our student leaders! 
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 In attendance for the student leaders ‘Seven Seasons and Yarning Circle’ meeting were 
 

• Mayor Cr Paul Klisaris 

• Matt Fregon MP 

• Paul Ridgway, Manager Horticultural 

• Monash City Council Officers that specialise in community groups and greening initiatives 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A FAREWELL & A WELCOME TO PINEWOOD PRIMARY SCHOOL 
This term we say goodbye to Mrs Tania Hamamen. Mrs Hamamen has been teaching Year 1 this year 
and has been  associated with PPS for 12 years. We wish Mrs Hamamen all the best in her new role 
with the Victorian Public Service.  
 
We warmly welcome Mr Chris Wedderburn to Pinewood Primary School, as the new teacher for 1H. 
Mr Wedderburn is an experienced teacher and has recently relocated to Melbourne from New         
Zealand, where Mr Wedderburn has been teaching in schools in the South Island.  
Welcome Mr Wedderburn! 
 
ICAS TESTING 
During the month of August, students who have opted to take part in ICAS will be sitting their tests. 
Whilst ICAS is optional, many children enjoy the chance to test their skills. Each of the tests will be 
taken during the allocated weeks. However, we will not be sending out individual timetables as we 
have over a thousand tests to administer. The ICAS test dates are as follows: 
 

 
 
Karen Jenkin 
Principal 

Subject Sitting Date 

Digital Technologies Year 2-6 4-8 August 

Writing 
Year 3-6 

4-8 August 

English 
Year 2-6 

11-15 August 

Science 
Year 2-6 

18-22 August 

Spelling Bee 
Year 2-6 

18-22 August 

Mathematics 
Year 2-6 

25-29 August 
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Keep Your Child and our School Safe: RAT Test Early for 
Flu and COVID-19!    
 
Winter is here and we are seeing a rise in the number of      
students with Influenza and Covid-19. Both viruses share 
similar symptoms — fever, dry cough, muscle aches, fatigue,        
headache, sore throat and runny nose. Children may also 
have abdominal pain, nausea and vomiting.  
 
If your child is showing any of these symptoms, even if mild, 
it's crucial to test them promptly using a Rapid Antigen Test 
(RAT) or consult your GP for further guidance.  
 
Please keep your child at home until they are symptom free 
and encourage good hand hygiene practices.  

The Smile Squad free school dental program is    
coming back to Pinewood Primary School! 
 
Dear Pinewood Primary School families, 
 
The Smile Squad team from Link Health & Community is     
returning to our school to complete dental check-ups for    
students who signed up earlier this year but were not yet 
seen. 
 

The team will also provide fluoride varnish applications for students who received it during the 
last visit and whose families have already provided consent. This six-monthly application helps 
give students the best chance at preventing tooth decay. 
 
Consent for this treatment was provided when initial consent forms 
were  returned. If your preferences have changed and you do not wish 
for your child to receive the fluoride varnish, please contact the Smile  
Squad team directly: 
Phone: 0419 249 158 
Email: linksmilesquad@lchs.com.au 
 
We’re looking forward to seeing the students again soon! 
 

mailto:linksmilesquad@lchs.com.au
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Last term, the Year Three cohort created these wonderful, collaged 
butterflies using a variety of photocopied antique maps. The       
students honed their creative and symmetrical cutting skills to 
achieve interesting shapes that could be layered effectively to    
create imaginative butterfly images. The students painted around 
the edges of their butterflies, applying white dots to recreate     
natural butterfly markings. 
 
Well done to all featured artists. 
Ms Francine 
Visual Arts 
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK  
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