
14th March 2024 

Principal’s Message What’s On… 
March 
15th  Year 6 Summer 
 Interschool Sport  
 Mount View PS (JS) 
 
19th School Council AGM 
 6.30pm 
 
20th School Colour Fun Run 
 
21st  Harmony Day 
 

21st  Twilight Community
 Evening Celebration
 5.30-7.00pm 
  
22nd  Year 6 Summer 
 Interschool Sport  
 Glen Waverley PS 
 
22nd First payment 
 Instalment due for 
 Year 4 Camp 
 
23rd Year 5 Healthy Living 
 Incursion 
 
26th School Photos 
 
27th Year 5 Healthy Living 
 Incursion 
 
28th  Year 6 Summer 
 Interschool Sport  
 Finals 

28th Last Day of Term 1  
 2.30pm Dismissal  
 The School Office 
 will close at 3pm 
 
April 
15th First Day of Term 2 

RESPECT       SELF CONFIDENCE       INTEGRITY       RESPONSIBILITY       OPTIMISM  

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
COLOUR FUN RUN – WEDNESDAY 20TH MARCH 
Our Colour Fun Run is almost here. Next Wednesday 20th March is the big day. We 
are all looking forward to a fabulous time. 
This year we will be holding it at the front of the school on the netball/basketball 
courts. Parents are most welcome to come and support their children. Last year we 
even had some parents join in. We will also be doing the Big Slime, where we have a 
teacher from each year level get soaked in slime!! Many thanks to Ms Sandra     
McGregor for organising the fun event. 
 
 Running times 

Year 3,4F,4C  9.25-9.55 am 
Preps   10.00-10.35am 
Year 1                11.15-11.45am 
Year 2                11.50-12.20pm 
Year 5,4H,4M    12.25-12.55pm 
Year 6,4T,4K       1.00-1.30pm 

 
 
CELEBRATING HARMONY WEEK - EVERYONE BELONGS! 
Next week, we will be celebrating ‘Harmony Week’ at Pinewood Primary School. 
Harmony Week is the celebration that recognises our diversity and brings together 
Australians from all different backgrounds. It’s about inclusiveness, respect, and a 
sense of belonging for everyone.  
 
Australia is a vibrant and multicultural country —from the oldest continuous culture 
of our first Australians to the cultures of our newest arrivals from around the world. 
Our cultural diversity is one of our greatest strengths and is at the heart of who we 
are. 
 
Pinewood Primary School truly reflects a ‘multicultural’ 
school, with students enrolled at the school representing 35 
countries   other than Australia and speaking 41 Languages 
other than English. We also proudly acknowledge our         
indigenous students at the school. 
 
HARMONY DAY CELEBRATION - 21ST MARCH, 9.00-3.30PM  
We ask that students come to school dressed in a costume/outfit representing their 
country of origin or wear something in the colour ‘orange’, to symbolise harmony 
and communication.  
 
Harmony Day activities have been planned for the students to participate in,        
including a whole school picnic lunch together on the sports ground. A great day of 
cultural celebration! 
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TWILIGHT COMMUNITY EVENING - THURSDAY 21ST MARCH FROM 5.30-7.00PM 
Our community evening this year will focus on building a sense of community, 
engagement, and promoting a sense of school connectedness. 
So… come along and join in the fun at the school on Thursday 21st March from 
5.30 -7.00pm and help celebrate Harmony Day at PPS.  
 
All activities are free of cost. 
There will be lots of fun family activities to participate in, including: 
• a sausage sizzle, manned by PPS staff, 
• great outdoor fun activities supervised by the staff of Proactivity, 
• Face painting, 
and an opportunity to meet and chat with other parents and                           
staff! 
 
 THE 2021 AUSTRALIAN CENSUS- some interesting facts… 
 
Country of birth and ancestry 
Australia has a rich mix of cultural backgrounds and heritage, with the number of people living in      
Australia who were born overseas continuing to increase. 
The proportion of Australian residents that are born overseas (first generation) or have a parent born 
overseas (second generation) has moved above 50 per cent (51.5 per cent). 
The top five most reported ancestries in the 2021 Census followed previous trends and included English 
at 33.0 per cent, Australian at 29.9 per cent, Irish at 9.5 per cent, Scottish at 8.6 per cent and Chinese at 
5.5 per cent. 
 
Language and growth communities 
Australia continues to be a culturally and linguistically diverse country with the growth of communities 
from Nepal, India, Pakistan, Iraq and the Philippines.  
The use of languages at home reflects our changing communities: 
Mandarin continues to be the most common language other than English with 685,274 people using 
Mandarin at home. 
This is followed by Arabic (367,159 people), Vietnamese (320,758 people), and Cantonese (295,281   
people). 
Punjabi had the largest increase, with the 2021 Census showing 239,033 people using Punjabi at home. 
Nepali featured in the top five languages used at home in both ACT (1.3 per cent) and Tasmania 
(1.3 per cent) 

 
SCHOOL COUNCIL – ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The School Council AGM will be held on Tuesday 19th March at 6.30 pm. 
 

REMINDER: DOGS ON SCHOOL GROUNDS - SEE POLICY  
Pinewood Primary School is part of a community where the benefits of pet ownership are valued. The 
school’s primary duty of care is to our students, staff and school community. Some children have a fear 
of dogs and students need to feel safe whilst on school grounds. This policy outlines the responsibilities 
of dog owners and/or handlers within the school grounds, excluding dogs specifically trained to          
enhance or support learning, mobility or disability.  
 
It has come to our attention that some community members are bringing their dog/s onsite. However, 
some dog owners are not picking up their dog’s excrement before they leave the school grounds. This is 
making it most unpleasant for students who inadvertently step in the dog’s excrement during a PE    
lesson or during recess. 
 
Karen Jenkin 
Principal 
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ALERT: GET READY FOR THE BEST SCHOOL DAY EVER! 
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RAINBOW SERPENTS 
 
The Year Two cohort created these vivid and striking rainbow   
serpents using fluorescent pastels and coloured food dye. The 
backgrounds were created by capturing crayon texture rubbings 
and painting over the top in coloured food dye. Yarn was later  
applied around the rainbow serpents in bands, creating a contrast 
between the painted cardboard and textiles. 
 
In Indigenous Australian cultures the Rainbow Serpent represents 
one of the great and powerful forces of nature and spirit.          
Connected to the water, the Rainbow Serpent is the great life   
giver and protector of water, which is his spiritual home. 
 
Congratulations to all the featured artists who are represented 
below. 
 
Ms Francine and Mr Barrett 
Visual Arts 
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If you have PREVIOUSLY applied for CSEF, THERE IS NO NEED  for you TO COMPLETE A NEW FORM 
FOR 2024, UNLESS YOU HAVE ADDITIONAL STUDENT/S NOW AT THE SCHOOL.  YOUR CURRENT 
CENTRELINK CARD will be verified.  CSEF forms are now available from the school office.  Please 
provide a copy of your eligibility card with your completed form by the end of Term 2, Friday 28th 
June 2024 
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