
8th February 2024 

Principal’s Message What’s On… 
February  
 
9th Year 6 Summer 
 Interschool Sport  
 BYE 
 
12th GRIP Leadership 
 Excursion for our 
 School Captains 
 
16th Year 6 Summer 
 Interschool Sport  
 Glendal PS 
 
20th Meet and Greet 
 sessions 3.45-7.30pm 
 
21st Meet and Greet 
 sessions 3.45-4.45pm 
 
22nd Meet and Greet 
 sessions 3.45-4.45pm 
 
23rd Year 6 Summer 
 Interschool Sport  
 Mount View PS (AB) 
 
23rd Year 6 Jumper 
 payments due on 
 Compass 
 
March 
8th  Year 6 Summer 
 Interschool Sport  
 Mount View PS (LJ) 
 
11th Labor Day Holiday-no 
 school on this day 
 
15th  Year 6 Summer 
 Interschool Sport  
 Mount View PS (JS) 
 
20th School Colour Fun Run
  
22nd  Year 6 Summer 
 Interschool Sport  
 Glen Waverley PS 
 
26th School Photos 
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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
It has been a wonderful start to the year at Pinewood, and it has been so 
wonderful to have our Prep students settling so well into Pinewood. 

 
TERM DATES FOR 2024: 
To assist parents with planning for holidays the following are the school term dates 
for this year. Parents are asked to be mindful of the term dates when booking family 
holidays, to ensure that they coincide with school holidays. This avoids disruption to 
the educational program. 

Term 1:  30 January – 28 March (at 2.30pm) 
Term 2:  15 April - 28 June (at 2.30pm) 
Term 3:  15 July - 20 September (at 2.30pm) 
Term 4:  7 October - 20 December at (2.30pm) 

 
MEET and GREET Sessions – Parent/Student/Teacher Meetings 
To establish vital links between home and school, ‘Meet and Greet’ or ‘Getting to 
Know You’ sessions have been organised for Week 4, Term 1. These initial meetings 
will be scheduled for ten minutes, occurring on Tuesday 20th February (3.45-
7.30pm), Wednesday 21st February (3.45-4:45pm) or Thursday 22nd February (3.45-
4.45pm).  Some morning sessions will also be available before school. The sessions 
will be an opportunity for you to meet your child’s class teacher ‘virtually’ or onsite, 
and to share information about your child. The online format will be held through 
the Webex virtual meeting platform. Bookings can be made via the Compass Portal. 
 
The purpose of these interviews is twofold. Parents and guardians are encouraged to 
attend to: 
• Meet their child’s teacher to begin an effective home/school partnership. 
• Provide information to teachers regarding their child’s strengths, talents, issues or 
concerns. 
 
Information shared by parents to teachers will assist 
us to plan for and work as effectively as possible 
with you and your child throughout the year.         
Interviews will be 10 minutes in length. 
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SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS  
Information regarding the 2024 School Council 
election process will be sent to families next week. 
School Council is an extremely vital part of the 
school and it is from Council that we take our    
direction. Council approves external contracts,  

provides advice and consent on a range of areas and oversees school finance. Please look out for 
this if you think you may be interested in nominating or being nominated. Information includes a 
timeline and summary of the role of School Council.  
 
PARENTS CLUB  
Thank you to those parents who participated in the Parents Club in 2023. The combined efforts of 
the parents made a significant difference to the sense of community within the school. The       
students really enjoyed the PC events too, and it was wonderful to have a parent’s Trivia Night! 
The Parents Club AGM will be held on Wednesday 13th of March at 9:30am if you would like to be 
involved with Parents Club in 2024 please sign up at the office, and make a Gold Coin donation to 
the club to become a financial and voting member. 
We look forward to working with you this year! 
 
CURRICULUM DAYS  
Victorian Government Schools are entitled to four Curriculum Days per year. The following       
Curriculum Days have been approved by School Council for 2024.  
 
 Term 1:  Monday 29th January State-wide Curriculum Day  
 
 Term 2:  Friday 24th May  Assessment, Moderation and Reporting  
 
 Term 2:  Monday 17th June   Implementation of the new Maths Curriculum, with  
       Consultant Michael Minas  
 
 Term 3:  Thursday 18th July   Developing student agency and voice in learning  
       through 3-Way Conferences. 
 
In addition, the state government has approved a further Professional Practice Day and due to  
ongoing teacher shortages, this day will be student free in 2024.  
 
 Term 4:  Monday 4th November  Assessment and Moderation 

WWCC - WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECKS 

We encourage and value parental and community support at PPS. There are many ways that    

parents, grandparents and friends can assist at our school. We encourage all parents to obtain a 

Working with Children’s Check that will allow you to be very involved in your child’s education. 

These checks are free for volunteers. Please ensure you nominate PPS as a place you volunteer. 

Once you have your WWC, please come to the office so we can photocopy this, and we will add 

your name to our list of parents who have a current WWC check. 

  
Andrew Thomas 
Acting Principal 
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This week students participated in the Water Watchers incursion run by Yarra Valley Water to 
learn about where water comes from, how people consume it, and why we all have a role to play 
in saving it.  Students learned about the three Water Watcher’s Winning Ways: 
 

• Get out of the shower earlier – there are so many more fun things to do outside the bathroom 

• Brush your teeth with the taps off – this will drive the Water Wasters crazy 

• Fill up the dishwasher before you use it – it’s like Tetris for your plates 
 
Every student who attended received their very own Water Watcher to take home to help the 
whole family get into the habit of saving water! Place the Water Watcher on your tap at home as a 
gentle reminder to never waste a precious drop. Water Watchers are biodegradable, so when 
you’ve become an expert Water Watcher and no longer need it on the tap, place it in your home 
compost or green waste.  
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Welcome back to a bright and sunny 2024 in the art room! 
 
We have had a fabulous week meeting our new classes for this year, and reintroducing the    
students into the structure and routine of visual art. 
 
This week we celebrated a variety of art works being made together as a community for COLC 
week - where we focus on ‘creating our learning community’. In Art, we have chosen a few    
classes to create a collaborative canvas piece to celebrate our Pinewood Primary Community. 
 
Seen below are some students from the brand new 4C class, working hard in painting the       
collaborative canvas for our grade 4 cohort. 
 
We are so excited to begin a fresh year in the art room, and can’t wait to see some of the      
wonderful things our students are going to create! 
 
Ms Francine & Mr Barrett, 
Visual Arts Teachers. 
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If you have PREVIOUSLY applied for CSEF, THERE IS NO NEED  for you TO COMPLETE A NEW FORM 
FOR 2024, UNLESS YOU HAVE ADDITIONAL STUDENT/S NOW AT THE SCHOOL.  YOUR CURRENT 
CENTRELINK CARD will be verified.  CSEF forms are now available from the school office.  Please 
provide a copy of your eligibility card with your completed form by the end of Term 2, Friday 28th 
June 2024 
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK  
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