
15th December 2023 

Principal’s Message What’s On… 

December 
 
15th Walk Up to next 
 year’s class from 
 12.20-1pm 
 
15th Reports Go Home 
 Year 6 Showbiz 
 Cinemas  
 

20th Last Day of Term 4 
 2.30pm dismissal  
 The School Office will 
 close at 3pm 

 
2024 
January  
 
30th Years 1 - 6 Students 
 commence the 2024 
 school year 
 
30th—2nd February 
 Year 1—6 Creating our 
 Learning Community 
 Program 
 
30th—2nd February 
 English On Line 
 Assessment for our 
 2024 Prep children 
 
February  
 
5th  Preps commence the 
 2024 School Year  
 9.00 –3.30pm 
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Dear Parents/Carers, 
WONDERFUL END OF YEAR CONCERT 
It was wonderful to be able to come together as a school         
community last Thursday evening and celebrate the upcoming 
festive season. The students performed exceptionally well as they 
performed their year level Xmas songs. Both choirs and the rock 
bands were sensational 

too!  This year we were treated with a 
staff item as well. 
The weather was just perfect, and the 
event was very well attended… a great 
way to see in the festive season. Thanks 
again to our Music Teachers, Mr Taylor, 
and Mr Koudounis, for preparing the    
students so well for their musical          
performances and to the many staff who            
supported the event setup.  
  
A REPORT BY THE JUNIOR PRINCIPALS OF PINEWOOD PRIMARY SCHOOL: (Lexi, Iha 
and Aarya) 
On Monday, 11th December, Year 6 students got a chance to experience what the 
role of a teacher, office staff, principal or assistant principal, business manager, nurse 
and many more exciting jobs that make up a school. This special occasion is known as 
Responsibility Day. Of these students, we three, Lexi, Iha and Aarya, were chosen to 
learn about the principal’s role and their important tasks, which were to overall keep 
the students and staff safe, happy and learning, and keep the parents notified and 
informed.  
We started off by introducing ourselves to everyone 
through the Morning Greeting and explaining why we 
wanted to experience the challenging role of a principal. 
After that, we learnt about the importance of a school’s 
reputation on social media,  and how that affects the face 
of the school, good or bad. As well as this, we learnt how 
crucial it is to communicate often with your staff, to     
ensure that they have all the details for upcoming events 
throughout the week.  
At recess, we re-joined with our grade six friends and peers, for a nice snack involving 
appetizing fresh fruits, juice boxes, crunchy wafers and the all-round favourites, 
CHIPS! When recess finished, we went around the school for a safety audit check, in 
relation to the program. We checked that all the year six students were helping and 
teaching their designated classes. Now, we’re typing up the newsletter piece for this 
week and keeping the school community informed! We saw how the school’s     
budgets work as well. 
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FAREWELL TO OUR YEAR 6 STUDENTS! 
Last night, we conducted our Year 6 Graduation ceremony at Huntingtower 
School. If you attended the event, I’m sure you will agree it was a          
wonderful evening of celebration, dance, acknowledgements, speeches, 
and even a few parting tears.  
Thank you to our Year 6 teachers, Aaron Tait, Karl Fernando, Sophie Miteff, 
Liz O’Meara, Kara Hewitt and Tanzeela Khondker Ahmed and the staff who 
supported the students on the evening, ensuring such a successful and well 
organised celebration.  
Many thanks also to our School Council President, Mr Dennis Duval, for making time to attend the 
event and contributing to the success of the evening.  
Congratulations, again, to our 2023 Year 6 students for being such wonderful senior school     
leaders and role models. We are all very proud of you! 
Well done and best wishes for your secondary school education. Remember to come back and 
visit us when you can.   
 
THANK YOU TO SCHOOL COUNCIL AND PARENTS CLUB MEMBERS. 

Thank you to our dedicated team of School   
Council members, Dennis Duval, Mark Rogers, Ray 
Wei, Sorin Ardeleanu, Aaron Gillett, Geoff Hayes, 
Debbie Chiang, Sheenu Sharma, Sandra     
McGregor, Andrew Thomas, Katelyn Marshall, and 
Jess Sexton for your valued service to our school 
in 2023.  
Many thanks also to the awesome fundraising 
efforts of the Parents Club this year; Vikkie       
Triantafyllou, Claire Paterson, Joanne Forbes and 
Eileen Hayes and the many parents who join in to 
help with various student-centred activities. 
 

NEW ADDITION TO SCHOOL LEADERSHIP commencing in 2024 
I am very pleased to announce the appointment of a second Assistant Principal at Pinewood PS, 
Ms April Warfield. April will commence at PPS at the beginning of next year. We warmly welcome 
April to our school community and look forward to working with April as part of the school       
leadership team.  
 
INTRODUCTION FROM APRIL WARFIELD (Second Assistant Principal commencing 2024) 

It is with great excitement and gratitude that I introduce myself as the     
second Assistant Principal of Pinewood Primary School. I have been a    
Learning Specialist and an Acting Assistant Principal at Rangeview Primary 
School in Mitcham. I consider myself incredibly fortunate to have the       
opportunity to be a part of your school community, working alongside    
dedicated educators and staff who are 
shaping the future of your children.  I am 
eager to learn, collaborate, and            
contribute to the vibrant learning          
environment that defines Pinewood     

Primary School. Thank you for welcoming me into your        
community, and I look forward to a rewarding time ahead. 
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STAFFING FOR 2024 
WE WELCOME THE FOLLOWING STAFF TO PPS FOR 2024 

• Additional Assistant Principal -April Warfield 
• Class Teacher- Rebecca Storan 
• Class Teacher -Leah Maarse Davison 
• Music Teacher- Ellen Newbury 
• French Teacher - Marie-Helene Bodoche 
• Receptionist- Grace Saxton 
• School Counsellor- Christina Gaffy 
• Class Teacher—Sheina Pal 
• Class Teacher—Yue Pan 

STAFF LEAVING  
We thank the following staff for their contribution to PPS and wish them well at their new school 
for 2024: 

• Jessica Sexton: Promotion as Learning Specialist to Knox Gardens PS 
• Sophie Haye: Moving to Eltham East PS 
• Sophie Miteff: Moving to Bonbeach PS 
• John Koudounis:  Moving to a Private School 
• Catriona Cowie:  Moving to a Private School 

 
STUDENT WALK UP to 2024 Year Level… and End of Year Reports 

Today, Friday 15th December between 12.20-12.50pm, we conducted a 

‘Walk Up’ for all students. During this 30-minute period, the students were 

informed of their class teacher for next year. The students then visited their 

new classroom for 2024 and met their new teacher (for about 20 minutes) 

before returning to their current classroom for lunch. 

Student reports will also be distributed to families on Friday 15th December.  

SCHOOL ASSEMBLY 

Our final school assembly for 2023 will be held on Wednesday 20th December, commencing at 

9.20, and will be occurring on the sports field (weather pending). Parents are most welcome to 

attend. Our exiting Year 6 students will be conducting most of the assembly. 

Karen Jenkin 
Principal 
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STAFFING POSITIONS 2024 
Our staffing structure for 2024 is now completed and listed below. The students participated in our ‘Walk Up’ 
session today, where they spent time in their new classroom for 2024 and met their 2024 teacher and        
classmates. It was fantastic to have our 2024 Preps participate in their own ‘Walk Up’ at the school this     
morning and meet their new teacher and classmates too.  Reminder -The Semester 2, Student Reports will be 
released this afternoon via the Compass system.  
Please note the Class/Specialist Teachers for 2024 

PREP C Julia Coutselinis   4C Helen Crockett 

PREP M Leah Maarse Davison   4F Jenny Falconer 

PREP D Nadia De Gregorio   4H Tracy Hobson 

PREP K Maria Kovas   4K Tanzeela Khondker Ahmed 

PREP R Rebecca Kennedy   4M Buj Marriott 

PREP S Rebecca Storan   4T Troy Hartigan 

          

1G Charlotte Gray   5MP Katelyn Marshall & Sheina Pal 

1L Amandine Lucas-Lely   5MT Sophie MacDonald & 
Alyssia Templeton 1B Samantha Beroni   

1H Tania Hamamen   5P Paul Maczohan 

1S Stephanie Voon   5D Tara Duketis 

1T Justine Tang   5V James Verde 

          

2A Maria Athanasopoulos   6HC Kara Hewitt & Yalenka Clement 

2C Courtney Morrison   6O Liz O'Meara 

2J Monica Jones   6T Aaron Tait & Jonathan Anderson 

2B Kathryn Bleechmore   6F Karl Fernando 

2L Olivia Leontiades   6P Yue Pan 

2M Wendy Mann       

2PB Mel Pryce & Josh Barrett   ART Francine Combes 

      ART Josh Barrett 

3H Jon Harvey       

3P Faye Park   FRENCH Marie-Helene Broche 

3L Madeline Lumby   FRENCH Jackie Slade 

3U Moui Ung       

3D Alexandra Davies   MUSIC Gareth Taylor 

      MUSIC Ellen Newbury 

STEM Sarah Pereira       

STEM Bernie Wong   PHYS ED Tom Hatjidimtriu 

      PHYS ED Luke Allen 

TLI Prog Robyn Russell       

Maths Enr. 
Prog 

Angela Katsos   Inclusion 
Leader 

Sandra McGregor Leading Teacher 

  

Lit P-2 Helen Dent Learning Specialist   Student 
Counsellor 

Christina Gaffy 

EAL Hayley Wilson 

Lit Support Janine Kaminski       
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MEDICATION. 

If your child has medication kept at the school, it will be sent home 

with them on the last day.  Please remember to remove it from your 

child’s school bag. 

If you would prefer to collect the medication in person, please contact 

the office prior to the last day to arrange a time. 

If your child will require medication to be administered at school next year.  Please 

hand this medication to the school nurse or the office staff on the first day off school 

2024.  All medication administered at school requires a medication authorisation 

form- these are available at the office.  The medication must be in the original 

container with the original label and within its expiry date. 

A BIG THANK YOU to San Churro, Doncaster for donating SUPER STAR awards  for the children at  
Pinewood Primary School.  Each teacher will select a student for the award. 
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Welcome back to another wild week in the art room! 
 
This week we have almost finished every single task required for the year. A highlight of this week are the Year 5 
shields. These are very similar to the Grade 6 skateboards, personalised artworks representing things close to 
each student. 
 
These shields are fantastic practice for their skateboards for next year - they have been using careful painting 
skills, intricate posca design and decorative glitter elements in this work. 
 
Seem below are some students from 5C and 5J proudly showing off their shield  designs! 
We’re almost there Pinewood, keep up the amazing work! 

Ms Francine & Mr Barrett, 
Visual Arts Teachers. 
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK  
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