
7th December 2023 

Principal’s Message What’s On… 

December 
 
7th End of Year Concert 
 6.00pm—7.15pm 
 (approx.) 
 
12th  Statewide Orientation 
 Day Year 6  
 
12th 2024 Prep Transition 
 Session 3 Parents 
 Club BBQ 
 9.15- 11.15am 
 
14th  Year 6 Graduation 
 Huntingtower 
 
15th Walk Up to next 
 year’s class from 
 12.20-1pm 
 
15th Reports Go Home 
 Year 6 Showbiz 
 Cinemas  
 

20th Last Day of Term 4 
 2.30pm dismissal  
 The School Office will 
 close at 3pm 

2024 
 
January  
 
30th Years 1 - 6 Students 
commence the 2024 school 

RESPECT       SELF CONFIDENCE       INTEGRITY       RESPONSIBILITY       OPTIMISM  

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
REMINDER: CELEBRATING the FESTIVE SEASON at PPS 

We will be holding our annual      
community outdoor event at the 
school this evening to celebrate the 
culmination of what has been a great 
year of ‘learning’ and the upcoming festive season.  We are 
inviting school community members to come along and join in 
the fun and good cheer, as students from each year level, and 
the choir, sing some of their favourite ‘festive season/     

Christmas’ songs. The event commences at 6.00pm and ends at 7.15pm (approx). 
Please BYO chair or picnic rug. Please place rugs and chairs around the outside of the 
student area. We look forward to a wonderful evening where our families can enjoy 
each other’s company and some festive cheer. 
 
RESPONSIBILITY DAY- YEAR 6 STUDENTS 
This year, due to popular student demand, we are providing an opportunity for our 

Year 6 students to experience what it is like to take on a working role at the school 

for a day (Responsibility Day). The students have chosen an area they would like to 

try, and with the assistance of the teachers, Admin Staff, Assistant Principal and    

myself, will be planning literacy and numeracy activities with a specific year level 

teacher, or working in their chosen role under         

supervision.  The students have handwritten fantastic 

applications for various teaching and administration 

roles in the school and have already met with their 

supervising staff member to plan for the day. 

‘Responsibility Day’ will occur on Monday 11th Decem-

ber. The students are very excited about the day. 

 

2024 TRANSITION VISITS ON TUESDAY 12TH DECEMBER 

Next Tuesday, December 12th, we have two special transition sessions occurring.  
Our current Year 6 students will be visiting their new secondary schools for 2024. We 
wish them well and hope they enjoy their day.  On the same day, our new Prep    
students attend their final transition morning at Pinewood. It is very exciting for    
everyone!  Thank you to our Parents’ Club for providing our new Prep students with 
a sausage sizzle at the conclusion of their school visit. 
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PARENT HELPERS MORNING TEA - THURSDAY 14TH DECEMBER  
Our school is all the better because of the extra-ordinary help received 
from our parents and members of our school community. You, our       
wonderful parents, assist with classroom support, and with incursions and 
excursions. Our School Council and its Subcommittee members as well as 
the numerous Parent Association helpers, who plan school events and   
activities, add to the vision and culture of PPS. The teaching and support 
staff have valued your assistance and participation in the school life of our 
students and their school. In acknowledgement of your tremendous      
support, we would like to extend an invitation to join us for Morning Tea, 
Thursday 14th December from 10:40am-11.10 in the Staffroom. Please keep 
this date free in your diaries.  
 

STUDENT WALK UP TO 2024 YEAR LEVEL… AND END OF YEAR REPORTS 
On Friday 15th December between 12.20-12.50pm, we will conduct a ‘Walk Up’ for all students. 
During this 30-minute period, the students will be informed of their class teacher for next year. 
The students will then visit their new classroom for 2024 and meet their new teacher (for about 
20 minutes) before returning to their current classroom for lunch. 
 
Student reports will also be distributed to families on Friday 15th December.  
 

SCHOOL ASSEMBLY 
Our final school assembly for 2023 will be held on Wednesday 20th December, 
commencing at 9.20, and will be occurring on the sports field (weather       
pending). Parents are most welcome to attend. Our exiting Year 6 students will 
be conducting most of the assembly. 
 
Karen Jenkin 
Principal 
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Dear Pinewood Primary School, 
 

Earlier this year we shared our son’s story with you all regarding his Perthes Disease, and we thought 
it would be good to update the school      
community on his progress.  
 
Harvey has slowly been allowed to increase 
his cardio and running and jumping over time, 
but as with all children we needed to ensure 
that it was at a pace he can understand. He 
has been so resilient throughout his disease 
and treatment that we are very proud of him. 
In August this year we had our regular        
paediatric surgeon check up with Dr Brian 
Loh. This was our first time to have a 6-month 
gap between appointments, which is always a 
good sign when they get further apart! We 
got amazing news at that check up that     

Harvey was allowed to run and jump to his heart’s content! He was not going to need his wheelchair 
for long distances anymore. Below is a snapshot of his femoral head, from left first diagnosis, to right 
the xray in August this year.  
 

We are beyond thrilled with this news, but we know 
that there is still a journey to go until Harvey is         
completely back to normal health. Harvey has lost a lot 
of cardio strength and muscle wastage over the years 
whilst he goes through the stages of Perthes. So as a 
result, we will still have regular physio work need to 
help build up his muscle and hip strength and             
endurance of cardio so he can keep up with his peers. 
Sometimes you will still see him needing more rest than 
others, but we are just so happy to see him running 
with his friends. We can also see how much happier 
Harvey is with his new freedom!  
 
We want to thank everyone who has reached out to ask 
how Harvey is going and shown their support.  
 
We want to thank the school for allowing Harvey’s story to be shared. 
 
Thanks, 
Tarsh & Nathan 
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Welcome back to another lovely week in the art room! 
 
This week we are focusing on the Preps, and their hard work in developing 
a celebration wreath, made of pasta! The students cut out their donut 
shapes, using their cutting skills, and stuck down their pasta shells         
randomly with super tack! 
 
It was a very messy experience, but all students loved it! Seen below are 
students of Prep M, having a blast developing their wreaths. 
 
Keep up the amazing work all students of Pinewood! 

Ms Francine & Mr Barrett, 
Visual Arts Teachers. 
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK  
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