
12th October 2023 

Principal’s Message What’s On… 

October 
 
9th-20th  Swimming Program 
       Swimworld  Prep     
       and Year 1 classes 
 
12th Monash-Waverley 
 Division Cricket Finals - 
 Capital Reserve Glen 
 Waverley 
 
16th Year 6 Graduation 
 Photo 
 
17th Year 6 Superspeak 
 Incursion 
 
20th Year 4 Monash Waste 
 Incursion     
 
23rd-3rd Nov  Swimming 
 Program Swimworld 
 Year 2 & 4 classes, 
 5C,5J,5D 
 
26th Year 1 Activity Night 
 5.15-7.00pm 
 
30th  Prep Excursion - 
 Collingwood Children’s 
 Farm (PK PD PM) 
 
30th-1st November  
 Year 3 Camp - Phillip 
 Island Adventure 
 Resort 
 
November 
 
1st Prep Excursion - 
 Collingwood Children’s  
 Farm (PJ PS PR) 
 
6th  Curriculum Day - 
 students not required 
 to attend school 
 
7th  Melbourne Cup Day - 
 Public Holiday 
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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
SWIMMING Program 
Our Prep and Year 1 students are really enjoying participating in the 
school swimming program.  Any swimming lost property is located  in 
the corridor near Miss McGregor’s office should your child be missing 
bathers, a towel or other swimming apparel.   
Many thanks to the parent helpers who have volunteered to support the swimming 
program… we couldn’t do it without you! 

 
2024 CLASS FORMATION 
Our teachers will soon begin the process of forming 2024 classes.  
The week of Wednesday 8th November, children will have the 
opportunity to nominate five (5) students who they would like to 

have in their class in 2024. This is an opportunity for them to have authentic agency 
within our class allocation process, however, we ask for students and families to 
think carefully about other students they would like to be placed with, considering 
those they work well with and have positive relationships with. We will ensure that 
each student will be placed in a 2024 class with at least one of their choices. If you 
wish to discuss potential friendship choices with your child/ren prior to them being 
asked to nominate other students, please do so before the week of the 8th 
November.  
We understand that this may appear early to consider this, however our planning 
requires us to begin class formations to plan for student handover in advance and 
finalise our staffing/workforce plan. 
 
PLANNING FOR 2024 
We are at that time of the year where we are in the process of planning for 2024. 
We know that some families unfortunately won’t be with us next year, due to 
moving to a new house or area etc. If that includes your family, we are sorry to see 
you leave our community. Please ensure that you call the school on 8847 3200 or 
email pinewood.ps@education.vic.gov.au to inform us of 
your plans at your earliest convenience. This supports us 
with our planning for next year. We thank you for your 
support and understanding. 
 
CLASS PLACEMENT for 2024 
Over the next few weeks, we will be working on the 2024 
class structure and, later in the term, student placement. The process is a complex 
one. Firstly, we identify our estimated enrolment and then look at the numbers in 
each year level to develop a class structure, thus the importance of timely 
information from parents.  
Teachers work in their teams to develop preliminary class lists. They consider a 
number of factors when developing these lists; including academic ability, special 
skills and talents, social competencies, students who work well together and those 
who may not work well together. Skills needed for ‘building new relationships’ are 
an important part of our educative process, so please note that friendship 
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groupings are considered only for unique needs. 
Parent input, based strictly on student learning needs, is also considered.  
Parents who have specific concerns about their child’s unique learning needs for 2024 are invited 
to provide written information to Ms Jenkin (not the class teacher) by 4.00pm Friday 3rd November.  
Please note that we are not able to consider information received after this date as once class lists 
are made up, they are extremely difficult, if not impossible, to change.  
 
Parents occasionally place requests for teachers. Please be aware that this facility is not available for a 
number of reasons. For instance, teachers may leave the school, or they may be deployed to other year 
levels or roles in the school.  
The ultimate responsibility for student and teacher allocations rests with the principal. Our school 
processes are most comprehensive and professional with decisions always made in the best interest of 
our students. 
 
LATE STUDENT PICKUPS FROM SCHOOL  
All students are dismissed from their classes at 3.30pm. Please notify the office if you 
are going to be late to pick up your child/children. It can be distressing for students if 
their parent/carers have not arrived to collect them, nor communicated with the 
office that they are running late to pick them up.   Reminder - OSHClub is available for 
bookings, should you require their child-minding service before and/or after school 
hours at  pinewood@oschclub.com.au or mobile: 0409 906 462. 

 
CURRICULUM DAY 
Please note that Monday 6th November is a Curriculum Day (Assessment and 
Reporting) and Tuesday 7th November is a public holiday for the Melbourne 

Cup, thus our school will be closed on these two days. OSHClub will be open for bookings for Curriculum 
Day (Monday 6th November) should you require the service. 
 
Karen Jenkin 
Principal 

THUNDERSTORM ASTHMA  
Thunderstorm asthma events typically occur from October when pollen is 
drawn into the atmosphere and dispersed through a storm. 
 

Thunderstorm asthma is triggered by a mixture of grass, pollen in the air and          
thunderstorm conditions. It happens when pollen grains are drawn up into the clouds 
as a thunderstorm forms. The pollen grains absorb water, swell, and burst open.      

Particles containing pollen allergens are released. The wind can push these tiny particles down to ground level 
where they can be breathed into the lungs. 
Thunderstorm asthma usually affects people in the windy period before the rain starts. It usually happens in 
spring and early summer.   
Simple things you can do to avoid thunderstorm asthma triggers include: 

• Check the forecast and pollen counts. The epidemic thunderstorm asthma risk forecast is published 
on the Vic emergency site/app. 

• Visit your doctor and develop an asthma action plan or hay fever treatment plan.  
•  Make sure you have your reliever medication with you. 
• Stay inside, especially when it is windy before the rain. 
• Close your doors and windows. 
• If an air conditioner is on, set it to recirculate air. 

For further information please discuss this with your local doctor. 
Information taken from the healthdirect.gov.au 

mailto:pinewood@oschclub.com.au
https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/asthma
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Welcome back to another fabulous term in the art room! 
 
Term 4 has started with a bang, with all students across the school getting straight back into the art routine and  
developing some wonderful pieces that always blow us away. 
 
This week, all grades have been hard at work developing their new pieces for the term. Grade 1H in particular 
worked so well this week in developing some celebration stars, using popsicle sticks and a variety of gemstones to 
decorate. Seen below are some fabulous student examples of their stars. 
 
Well done to all students for starting Term 4 super well, we can’t wait to see what this term brings! 
 
Ms Francine & Mr Barrett, 
Visual Arts Teachers. 
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BOOKCLUB - ISSUE 7 

Welcome to Term 4!  
We have some fun filled issues this term in the lead up to End of Year and Christmas!! 

In addition to the titles in the catalogue, we are offering even more range with an extra 50 titles     
available on LOOP all at 60-80% OFF!! Check the back page of the catalogue for more! 

 

Orders close 
Friday 20

th
 October 



STUDENT OF THE WEEK  
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OSHClub News – TERM 4 WEEK 2 
 
In week two, we’ve explored our new clubs – Mindfulness Monday, Adventure Day Tuesday, STEM Wednesday, 
Cooking Thursday, and House Comp Fridays. It’s been fun to challenge the children to activities they would not 
necessarily attempt by themselves, seeing their creativity and the leadership skills they have shown while trying 
to solve them, has been very rewarding. 

 

HOUSE COMPETITION 
For our first session of the term, we 
elected new house captains, and we 
gave them time to talk to their team 
and come up with a flag that you will 
see on display at OSH. As we juggled 
between ice cream cones and flip cup 
competitions, Dampier came out first 
this week followed by Cook. 

 

 
 
ELA – Extra Learning Activity 
This term, we’ve got our feathers, fur and scales ELA at no extra cost. 
Our first Monday (30th October) is fully booked in terms of the ELA but 
we still have spots for a normal after school care session. If your child is 
in Prep or Grade 1, please let us know if they’d like to attend the ELA 
and we’ll put them on the waitlist for the 13th November.  
 

CLUBS & ACTIVITIES  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pinewood OSHCLUB Team 
Email: pinewood@oshclub.com.au 
Mobile: 0409 906 462 
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