
17th August 2023 

Principal’s Message What’s On… 

 
August 
 
17th  Puberty Education 
 Incursion Year 6  
 
 Year 2 Disco 6.00 -
 7.30pm in the school 
 hall 

 
21st-25th  
 ICAS Science & Spelling 
 Bee 
 
23rd Book Week Dress Up 
 Day and Parade 9.15am 
 Whole School 
 
24th  Puberty Education 
 Incursion Year 6  
 
28th-1st September 
 ICAS Mathematics 
 
30th & 31st August ART SHOW 
 
31st  Fathers Day Breakfast 
 8.00am 
 
September 
 
5th 4T & 4M Democracy, 
 Community & Me 
 Incursion 
 
6th 4J, 4H & 4F Democracy, 
 Community & Me 
 Incursion 
 
8th SDSSA Basketball Round 
 Robin  
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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
LANDCARE DAY 
There was a pulpable ‘buzz’ around the school on Friday as students and staff 
enthusiastically participated in Landcare Day at PPS. Wheelbarrows, rakes, shovels, 
brooms, watering cans and gardening gloves were in abundance as students 
enthusiastically participated in 3 areas of Landcare: planting indigenous seedlings in 
garden beds and sustainability, water management, and waste management. Many 
thanks to the Monash Council Landcare coordinator who visited the school grounds 
to advise us of the names of plants that are indigenous to this area and to the 
Green Link Nursery, in Box Hill, for supplying 500 native seedlings (at a very cheap 
price), to plant around the school. 
It was a wonderful day of student activity demonstrating genuine care for our 
school grounds.  
Thanks again to Ms Pereira and Mr Wong (our STEM teachers) for the work you 
both did developing a whole school set of activities for teachers to use from Prep - 
Year 6, and for resourcing of materials to be used on the day to enable the 
successful implementation of our Landcare Program. Thanks also to Mr Thomas for 
assisting with the resourcing of materials for the program.  
Hopefully, Landcare Day will become an annual feature of the school program at 
PPS.  
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MUSEUM EXCURSION 
On Monday our Year 3 students went on an excursion to the Melbourne Museum…   
Sid in 3U wrote the following account…The Melbourne Museum was a really cool place. At 
the Bugs Alive exhibit, I saw bugs that actually made me scream! There were so many 
arthropods and mosquitoes. I saw an actual ant colony and there was a huge dome where  
you could stick your head in for a closer look. When I was inside the dome, I heard the 
rustling of ants feeding on the puny petals.  
Another cool part was the rainforest. In the rock pool, I saw an actual eel looking for fish 

to eat. I thought it was interesting because I've never seen an eel before, and the 

rainforest was really humid and moist. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOCCER CLINICS 

This week, we have been able to offer all students at the school an opportunity to participate in a 
free soccer clinic. The students really enjoyed learning about soccer and trying out their soccer 
skills  

 

PIZZA DAY 

Thankyou to the Parents Club who arranged a Pizza Day opportunity for the students on 

Wednesday…the students tell me the pizzas were delicious! 
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BOOK WEEK - WILL BE CELEBRATED ON WEDNESDAY 23 AUGUST 

Each year since 1945 the Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) has brought children and 
books together across Australia through Children's Book Week®. During this time schools and 
public libraries spend one glorious week celebrating books and Australian children's authors and 
illustrators. Classroom teachers develop activities, run competitions, and tell stories relating to a 
theme to highlight the importance of reading.  
This year’s CBCA theme is Read, Grow, Inspire. We are inviting students to dress up as their 
favourite book character and/or bring along a copy of their favourite storybook on Wednesday 
23rd August.  On the morning of 23rd August, we will be conducting a whole school parade on the 
Sports Ground at 9.15 to launch Book Week at PPS. Parents are most welcome to stay and watch 
the whole school parade of book characters. 

 

 

 

2023 PARENT/CAREGIVER/GUARDIAN OPINION SURVEY 
WE WANT OUR PARENTS/CAREGIVERS/GUARDIANS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!  
 
Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents/caregivers/guardians think of our 
school. The Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the 
Department of Education that is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of families’ 
perceptions of school climate, student behavior, and student engagement. The survey is optional, 
but we encourage families to participate. Our school will use the survey results to help inform and 
direct future school planning and improvement strategies.  
 
A random sample of approximately 30 per cent of parents/caregivers/guardians has been 
selected to participate in this year’s survey.   
 
The Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey will be open from Monday 21st August to Friday 
8th  September 2023. 
 
The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at 
any convenient time within the survey period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or 
smartphones. The online survey will be available in English and 10 other languages including 
Arabic, Greek, Hakha Chin, Hindi, Japanese, Punjabi, Simplified Chinese, Somali, Turkish, and 
Vietnamese. 
 
The survey results will be communicated to parents/caregivers/guardians through the annual 
reporting process. Last year we used the survey results to target specific areas in our Annual 
Implementation Plan. 
Please speak to your child’s teacher if you would like more information. 
 
Karen Jenkin 
Principal 
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On Wednesday 23rd August, Pinewood PS will be celebrating Book Week! 
  
Please dress up as your favourite character from a book on this day, and bring your favourite book, or a  photo 
or drawing of your book to school with you. 
 
We would love for you to share your favourite stories with your class and teachers! 
  
We will be having a whole school parade at 9:15am on Wednesday 23rd August on the school oval. Parents 
and carers are most welcome to attend! 
 
We will also be completing Book Week activities in our classroom during that week. 
 
We look forward to celebrating Book Week and the joy of reading with you all! 
 
Miss Lucas (Teacher Librarian) and Mrs Dent (Leading Teacher - Literacy) 
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Lombard Book Week Voucher  
Bring this Voucher to your Local Lombard Party Store to receive 10% OFF Costumes & Accessories* 
Shop 1000’s of Book Week Costumes & Accessories In Store TODAY!  
Visit your local Lombard Party Store Clayton - 3/2167-2181 Princes Hwy, Clayton 
*In store only. Valid until 31 August 2023. Not valid in conjunction with any other offer. One voucher per    
person per transaction. 
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Welcome back to another fabulous week in the art room. 
This week we are still super busy getting everything ready for our art show. 
We have been finalising work and completing a whole range of new pieces 
from Prep to Grade 6. 
Seen below is Grade 2L working super hard in developing their own clay 
pumpkins. They modelled these pumpkins out of clay, let them dry and cooked 
them in the kiln. Now they are painting them. We are to soon add a range of 
polka dots to our pumpkins to mimic the infamous work of Yayoi Kusama. 
Grade 2 are loving this piece, and we are enjoying how well all classes are 

working during Term 3. Keep up the wonderful work! 

Ms Francine & Mr Barrett, 
Visual Arts Teachers. 
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There are another 3 books on this issue that are only $3      
**We are looking for someone to take over as bookclub coordinator in 2024. Please let 
the office staff know if you’re interested. Thanks Fiona (Year 6 parent) ** 

CALLING ALL FRIENDS OF THE ARTSHOW 
We are currently calling for one or more parent or carer representatives from each grade to help us hang the   
artwork for the 2023 art show, “From Cave to Canvas”. 
The commitment is minimal and will take no more than one hour of your day. 
 
Details of the task are as follows: 
 

Where: Administration Building 
When: Tuesday 29th August from 11am (or anytime up to 5pm). 
Length of your time required: One hour 
Duty: To hang the work of your child’s class on a designated board in the Administration Building (hanging 
and layout details will be provided with the folio). 
 

If you are interested in helping please register your interest at: Francine.combes@education.vic.gov.au 
Please state your name, your child’s name and grade and the time you will be available on the day. 
Thank you for your 
kind support of this 
fabulous school event 
in advance. 
 
Francine Combes and 
Joshua Barrett  
Visual Arts Teachers 

Orders close 
Thursday 31

st
 August 

mailto:Francine.combes@education.vic.gov.au


STUDENT OF THE WEEK  
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We will have a workshop run by the Australian Girl’s 
Choir on Friday August 25th at 2:40pm. This will be a 
great opportunity for any girl that is interested in 
performing and singing. The workshop will take   
approximately 30 minutes, it involves singing and 
movement activities and every girl who participates 
will be sent an encouraging written report following 
the workshop by one of the tutors. 
HOW TO PARTICIPATE: 
All the girls have received a flyer this week with 
more information and permission slips. Please     
return the permission slips or register online by 
Friday August 18. The workshop is free, however 
only girls who return the permission slip or register 
online at https://ausgirlschoir.com.au/
schoolworkshop/ will be able to participate           
regardless of whether they are part of our school 
choirs or not. Please remember to register by Friday 
by following the QR code:  

 

More about the AGC 

The AGC has developed a reputation as one of the 

country’s leading performing arts organisations, 

offering training in singing, dancing, and performing 

for girls aged 5 to 18. Our philosophy is that every 

child can learn to sing, and that the benefits of    

singing go far beyond the stage. Parents often    

comment on the amazing impact our classes have on 

their daughters’ confidence, teamwork and       

presentation skills which complements their school 

education.  

 

 

 

 

 

This term our Year Three students have been 

learning to build and code machines with Lego 

WeDo 2.0. They chose a project to build and 

then followed the instructions to code it to move, 

light up or make sound. Students are beginning 

to apply their understanding to create their own 

machines and program them using clock coding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term our Year Two students have been 

learning about robots using Cubelets. They were 

introduced to the idea that a robot is a machine 

that can sense, think and act. Students are using 

this understanding to build different robots and 

explain how they work.  

 

https://ausgirlschoir.com.au/schoolworkshop/
https://ausgirlschoir.com.au/schoolworkshop/
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Welcome to Week 6 of Term 3!  
 
‘Friday House Competitions!’  
This past Friday we demonstrated some crazy skills; gigantic    
chopsticks to build tiny marshmallow towers, bean bag frenzy and 
balloon cup. Our children have stepped up in competitiveness and 
we’re glad to share that Dampier won this week’s round of games 
which brings DAMPIER & FLINDERS to equal first for the podium 
finish overall. We still have 4 weeks left of games and it’s only going 
to get bigger and better! 
Book in Friday Stay and Play for our House Competitions!  
 
‘Global Kids’  
This week’s country of celebration was Hungary and we celebrated by eating some Kürtőskalács and playing 
some typical Hungarian games. Next week we’ll be celebrating Cambodia (but if the Matildas win the Finals, 
we might be celebrating all of them as well!!) 
 
PROMO CODE – BEFORE SCHOOL CARE (RISE THEN SHINE) – ends 30th Aug 
We’ve got a promo code for our Rise Then Shine Sessions (Mornings ONLY) – RTSINTRO50 – Book now for 
50% off!! 
 
‘ELA - World Cup Mini Roo's Celebrating Women In Sport! – SOCCER’ 

Our ELA started on Wednesday 9th! We’ve had a blast learning some cool 
skills that we’ll be using over the next 
few weeks. Check us out . 

Pinewood OSHCLUB Team 
Email: pinewood@oshclub.com.au 
Mobile: 0409 906 462 
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