
2nd March 2023 

Principal’s Message What’s On… 
March: 
8th Monash-Waverley 
 Division Swimming 
 Trials Monash Aquatic 
 & Recreation Centre  
 
13th Labour Day - Public 
 Holiday 
 
14th  Year 6 Excursion - Old  
           Melbourne Gaol 6H 6T  
           6M 
 
 School Council Finance  
 Meeting  
 
16th  Year 6 Excursion - Old  
           Melbourne Gaol 6F 6O  
  
21st  School Council AGM 
 Meeting  6.30pm 
 
22nd  Twilight Community 
           Evening 
 
23rd  Harmony Day 
          Celebration 
 
           The Resilience Project -   
           Parents/Carers  
           Authentic Connection  
           Presentation (Online)  -   
           6.30pm 
 
28th School Photos
 Schoolpix  
 
29th Colour Fun Run 
 
31st    SDSSA District  
           Athletics Sports 
April: 
6th  Last day of Term 1 
 2:30pm dismissal  
 The office will close at 
 3pm. 
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Dear Parents/Carers, 

SCHOOL COUNCIL NOMINATIONS 
We have had a wonderful response from our school 
community with five parents nominating for School 
Council. As we have more nominations than required, 
we will commence an election process on Monday.    
Ballot Papers will be prepared and sent home on Monday 6th March with the eldest 
child in each family. The Election ballot will close at 4.00pm on Friday 10th March. 
More information will be sent home with the Ballot Papers on Monday. 

2023 PREP BAGS - MOVING ON UP! 
The Department of Education and Training has provided every Prep student    
attending a Victorian government school with a free bag of fun and engaging      
resources to celebrate this milestone in their education journey. The initiative 
seeks to engage children and families in reading through quality literature to      
improve literacy outcomes. Research shows a direct link between the frequency of 
reading to children at a young age and future schooling outcomes, regardless of 
family background and environment.  
The 2023 Prep Bags include the following books:       

Bedtime Sorted by Jimmy Rees 
Stellarphant by James Foley 
The Biscuit Maker by Sue Lawson 
The Two- Hearted Numbat by Ambelin & Ezekiel Kwaymullina 
What Colour is the Sea? By Katie Stewart 

The books were selected by an expert panel of teachers, librarians and literacy  
experts based on the quality of the characters, illustrations and use of language to 
help families engage their children with reading and literature. To promote         
inclusion, the books are also produced in braille with tactile illustrations by the 
State-wide Vision Resource Centre and delivered to Prep students who are blind.  

Thank you to Mr Matt Fregon for coming along to give out the Red Bags to our 
Prep students on Wednesday. 
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LEADERSHIP BADGE PRESENTATION 
Congratulations to our Year 6 Student Leaders for 2023. It was wonderful to celebrate the           
presentation of leadership badges with parents, students, and staff.  Many thanks to Mr Matt Fregon, 
MP. for attending the important presentation ceremony. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SCHOOL FUN RUN 

We will be holding the School Colour Fun Run this year on Wednesday 

29h March. We’re doing the Colour Run as it is always a much-loved 

event. We also raise money to provide resources such as readers,   

library books and robotics equipment. Please see the Compass news 

feed for more information about the  upcoming event. 

INSURANCE - Student Accident and Private Property Insurance reminder  

The Department of Education, and government schools, do not provide personal accident insurance 

for students. Parents and guardians are generally responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment 

for injured students, including any transport costs. Reasonable low-cost accident insurance policies 

are available from the commercial insurance sector. The Department of Education also does not hold 

insurance, nor does it accept responsibility for private property brought to school by students, staff, 

and visitors. Students are advised not to bring any unnecessary or particularly valuable items to school 

and are not allowed to bring any electronic toys and games to school. Please ensure that you have 

Ambulance cover as this is not covered by the school or the Department of Education. 

Karen Jenkin  
Principal 



RESPECT       SELF CONFIDENCE       INTEGRITY       RESPONSIBILITY       OPTIMISM  

2nd March 2023 
pinewood-ps.vic.edu.au 

 

 
 

 
On Wednesday 22nd of February, a select group of students from Pinewood Primary School              
participated in the SDSSA swimming trials at Huntingtower School in Mount Waverley.  
 
The students who participated were experienced swimmers that met the qualifying times and were 
eligible to compete. Congratulations to the following students that took part and competed in different 
strokes and events: 
 
Grant              Timothy   Virain              Yolanda  
Tiantian   Ashley   Sandra    Jayden  
Aidan   Rohaid   Niklesh    Avon  
Myra  
 
A tremendous effort, you should all be proud of your achievements.  
 
Good luck to the 5 students who were successful in progressing to the Divisional stage of the            
competition, which is to be held in March. 
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Last Thursday 23rd of February, Pinewood students from years 4-6 took 
part in the House Athletics Carnival at Bill Sewart Reserve. Students were 
finally able to put their skills and talents to the test after 4 weeks of    
intense practise in PE and Athletics training.  
 
 
Here’s what some of our students had to say about Athletics Day: 
 

• “I enjoyed participating in all the athletics events. My favourite was the high jump because I 
love jumping over things and I am really good at it.” - Cooper, 6F   

 
• “My favourite athletics event is the 100-metre race. Although I didn’t get a ribbon for any of 

the events, I actually enjoyed racing with the final top 10.” - Chloe, 6F 
 

• “Last Thursday, in the House Athletics Carnival, it was a hot but fun day! We spent our entire 
day doing enjoyable activities with the help of teenagers training to be sports trainers. It was 
tiring and took a lot of effort! My personal favourite event was shotput since it helped me 
with my aim. All year 4-6 students who attended did an incredible job and put so much effort 
into the activities. Many earned ribbons, and everyone supported each other. All the house 
captains and teachers were happy with our effort and students were proud of themselves and 
their friends. In such hot weather, there were still so many laughs and smiles on the field.”  
Karma, 6M 

 
• “It was an amazing day, and I am proud of my achievements. I got 2 first places and 3 fourth 

place ribbons in high jump, shot put, discus, 100m sprint and long jump. It really was a    
WONDERFUL day. The crowd was also amazing and cheered me on for all of the events.” 
Shaurya, 6M 

 
Well done to all our students who participated. It was a very close competition as all four houses were 
overflowing with talented individuals with great athletic abilities. 
 
Congratulations to Flinders, who in the end were victorious, earning the most points overall. 
Our top performers from each event will go on to represent Pinewood Primary School at the District     
Athletics Carnival later this term. Teams to be announced in the coming weeks. 
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Another great week in the Art room has passed, with so many of our students creating some magnificent   
artwork in preparation for this year’s art show. As it is now halfway through Term 1, we are finishing up the 
first artwork we have started with all year levels. We are about to start a second art show piece for the next 
five weeks. 
In Grade 3, half of the cohort have been working very hard, using talented design skills and choices to         
recreate a palm tree artwork based on the work of Paul Gauguin. Gauguin was a French Post-Impressionist 
artist from the 1800s and is recognized now for his experimental use of colour and synthesist style that was 
distinct from Impressionism. 
Seen below are some students from Grade 3P & 3L working on their palm trees and showing them off once 
fully completed. We are very impressed with all of the fantastic pieces of art that have been created over the 
past few weeks, and looking forward to what we can create in the next few weeks. 
Ms Francine & Mr Barrett, 
Visual Arts Teachers. 



THE CAMPS, SPORTS and EXCURSION FUND 
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) provides payments 

for eligible students to attend activities like: 

· school camps or trips 
· swimming and school-organised sport programs 
· outdoor education programs, excursions and incursions. 
  
On the first day of Term One (30 January 2023) or the first day of Term Two (24 April 2023), a parent or legal 
guardian of a student must: 
 · be an eligible beneficiary of one of these cards: Veterans Affairs Gold Card Centrelink Health Care Card 

Pensioner Concession Card 
 · OR they must be a temporary foster parent 
 · OR the student is 16 years or older and holds a valid concession card (such as a Youth Allowance Health 

Care Card) 
 · AND the parent or legal guardian must submit an application by the due date. 
  
Parents who receive a carer allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not income tested 
by Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with the above. 
Eligibility will be determined when the parent’s concession card successfully validates with Centrelink on either 
the first day of term one or term two. 
  
School is compulsory for all Victorian children aged between six and 17 years of age. CSEF is not payable to      
students attending pre-school, kindergarten, TAFE or who are home schooled.  
Payments are: $125 per year for eligible primary school students. 
 

If you applied last year, YOU WILL NOT NEED TO COMPLETE A NEW FORM YOUR CURRENT              
CENTRELINK CARD will be verified by Centrelink.  CSEF forms are available from the school office  

and must be returned by 23rd June 2023. 
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK  
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK  
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK  
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OSHClub News 
ELA Drama:  
Wednesday at Stay and Play we have our drama ELA. You have only 
two more weeks to join and spots are filling up fast! If you want to 
join and learn new drama skills while hanging with friends’ book in 
now!  
 
Breakfast Club:  
Come and join OSHClub for breakfast club in our Rise then Shine    
sessions!  
We serve food from 7:15 to 8:30am and each day we serve a ‘special’ 
on the menu! Book Rise then Shine with us to find out what they are!  
 
CCS Reminders:  
Many families are eligible for Child Care Subsidy (CCS), 
which can reduce the cost of attending OSHClub by up 
to 85%. We encourage all families to find out whether 
they are eligible! To establish what level of CCS you may 
be entitled to please contact the Centrelink Family Line 
on   13 61 50. 
 
Thank you and we hope everyone has a fantastic week! 
Gemma, Beth and the OSHClub Team. 
Email: pinewood@oshclub.com.au 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Bonjour à tous! We are so excited to celebrate Harmony Day this term on Thursday 23rd of March. Harmony 
Day is a fantastic way for students to connect to their own culture and celebrate the vibrant and diverse   
community we have here at Pinewood. We invite students to dress up in their own cultural dress or in the 
colour orange. 
Preparations are well underway for a fantastic day, and we thought we would reach out to the community to 
see if there are any families involved in cultural activities that may like to perform for the students at         
Pinewood. If you or your family are part of any special groups, please let us know! 
Merci beaucoup! 
Mademoiselle Cowie et Madame Slade 

Weekly words 
 

Les amis – Friends 

Ensemble – together 

Je suis gentil(le) – I am kind 

Je suis amical(e)- I am friendly 

La diversité - Diversity 
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