
8th December 2022 

Principal’s Message What’s On… 
 

December 
 
8th     Debating Competition vs  
           Parkhill PS 
           End of Year Community  
           Sing Along 6:00 - 7:30pm  
 
9th Student Free Day Teacher 
 Professional Practice Day 
 
12th   Year 6 Responsibility Day 
 
13th  Secondary School Full Day
 Orientation  
 Prep 2023 Transition Day 
 Session 3: 9:30—11:30am 
 Year 4 Green Hat Incursion 
 
14th OH&S off-site evacuation 
 Practice 
 
15th  Year 6 Graduation 
 
16th Walk-up to 2023 classes          
            Student Reports Released 
 
19th Class parties teachers will 
 inform parents via seesaw  
  
20th Class parties teachers will 
 inform parents via seesaw  
 Last day of Term 4  

 2:30pm dismissal  

 The office will close at 3pm. 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
There will be one more newsletter before the end of this term in which I will be 
able to publish our staffing profile for 2023. 
 
YEAR 6 CAMP 
Our Year 6 students had a very enjoyable time at Camp Coonawarra last week. 

Many thanks to the staff (Clay Tait, Elizabeth O’Meara, Tania Hamamen, Maddi 

Lumby, Trent Asquith, Nathan Walsh, Troy Hartigan, Julia Coutselinis and Ben De 

Nardis) and parents, Andrew Smith, Simon Tanti, Ranjeewa Wickremasinghe, Steve 

Mitchell, Jay Ko, Sonalee and Vijay Ghelani, for supporting the camping program 

and making the experience possible for the students. 
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RESPONSIBILITY DAY- Year 6 students 
This year, we are  providing an opportunity for our Year 6 students to experience what it is like to take on 
a working role at the school for a day (Responsibility Day). The students have chosen an area they would 
like to try, and with the assistance of the Teachers, Admin Staff, Assistant Principal and myself, will be 
planning literacy and numeracy activities with a specific year level  teacher, or working in their chosen role 
under supervision. The students have handwritten fantastic applications for various teaching and           
administration roles  in the school and have already met with their supervising staff member to plan for 
the day. ‘Responsibility Day’ will occur on Monday 12th December. The students are very excited about 
the day. 
 
PREP TRANSITION SESSION 
We are very proud of our upcoming prep students who will  meet with their teachers and 
prospective classes in our school environment for their third and final transition session next 
week.   Many thanks to the Parents Club for providing a Sausage Sizzle BBQ at the conclusion 
of the event for our new 2023 Prep students and their parents.  

 
SOLAR PANELS INSTALLED 
Solar panels are currently being placed on the roof of the Admin and 
Prep building. The addition of the solar panels supports the school    
towards being recognised as a Sustainable School.  
 

END OF YEAR CONCERT 
Many thanks to the Parents Club for organising the End of Year Xmas raffle and  
BBQ. We certainly appreciate the effort and time the Parents Club put into various 
activities, making events such as the end of year concert extra special. 
 
WORKFORCE PLANNING AND CLASS LISTS UPDATE: 
Our 2023 workforce plan is almost complete. Communication regarding the school’s staffing profile will be 
provided to the community next week  where we will share the class structures and teachers who will be 
in the school in 2023, in the week 11 newsletter. 
Classes have been formed by teachers and leaders, and as such, we cannot allow for any further            

correspondence regarding class placement; we have a high level of trust in our leadership and teaching 

teams to make decisions based on the best outcomes for all of our students, and the parent                   

considerations that have been shared with us, as well as the student input in choosing their ‘circle of 

friends’. We thank the parents who shared considerations regarding their child’s class placement which 

assisted in the teacher’s decision making. Our Walk Up day will be held on Friday 16th which will be a    

session where students walk up to the next year level, and meet their 2023 teacher and new classmates. 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP ROLES FOR 2023 
Our Year 5 students have been in the process of applying for leadership roles for 2023. Applications for 
Year 6 leadership roles have closed and activities and interviews for school captains and vice captains will 
be conducted next week. We are very proud of all students that applied, and wish all our applicants the 
best of luck in their future leadership endeavours.  
 
YEAR 6-7  ORIENTATION DAY 
Year 6 /Year 7 Orientation Day will be held on Tuesday 13th  December for all Year 6 students going to   
government secondary schools. Secondary transition days are an excellent opportunity for students to get 
a taste of high school life, explore their 2023 campus, and get to  meet a few new friends. For those      
students attending an independent or private school for Year 7 in 2023, individual schools would have 
been  in contact with you to confirm your child’s orientation date. We wish our Year 6 students all the best 
as they embark on their first secondary school adventure.  
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Today was a very special day for the Pinewood   
debating team. We had been waiting for three and a 
half weeks for this day to finally come, and we were 
ready to put our hearts into the debate.  
We were fortunate enough to find another school   to 
debate with, when thankfully Parkhill Primary School 
accepted our invitation. Our team have been       
preparing our speeches and after three weeks we 
were ready to go. We presented our speeches 
online and had a fantastic time debating with 
Parkhill. Let's cross our fingers and hope that      
Pinewood’s debating team has  argued successfully! 

TUTORS IN SCHOOL 2022 
As families may be aware, this year, the Department of Education and Training (DET) provided a ‘Tutors in 
Schools’ program to support schools in targeting students who need support due to the remote learning 
period. Our school will continue to receive funding for this program to continue in 2023. Our school will 
continue to monitor and identify students requiring extensive additional support and put in place plans to 
support our tutor in schools program for 2023, using the tutors in schools supplement. 
 
MOD 10 PORTABLE BUILDING DELAY 
We received news today that the delivery of the Mod 10  double storey building, will now be delayed until 
Monday 19th December.  
 
STUDENT REPORTS 
Semester Two, Student Reports  will be released on Compass on Friday 16th December.  
 
REMINDER: Friday 9th December (tomorrow) will be a student free day. OSHClub will be operating for  
families requiring their services.  
 

Karen Jenkin 
Principal 
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The Year 2 cohort were thrilled to complete their clay pieces today - fabulous pinch pot clay birds complete with    
suspended feet, feathers and joggle eyes. What an amazing and successful outcome, reflecting the careful clay   
modelling and embellishing skills of the group.  
The birds are designed to sit on a ledge with string legs dangling for effect. We had a wonderful time engaging in the 
creative process to complete our designs and are thrilled with the result. 
Ms Francine 
Visual Arts 
 
 

Weekly words 
Joyeux Noël – Merry Christmas 
Une renne – Reindeer 
Les cadeaux - Presents 
Père Noël arrive ce soir – Santa Claus is coming tonight 
(Santa Claus is coming to town) 
Vive le vent – Long Live the Wind (Jingle Bells) 

Bonjour à tous, 
As we wind up the end of the year, it is amazing to      
reflect on the fantastic efforts of the students. Having a 
full year of onsite schooling has seen the students fully 
embrace their language learning and build a passion for 
all things French. This year we have placed a special   
emphasis on ensuring all students build their confidence 
and feel successful during lessons. We used a variety of 
learning methods to ensure all children were engaged 
and excited to have a go speaking, listening and writing 
in French. We are so excited to see how their journey 
progresses next year! 
Au revoir, 
Mademoiselle Cowie & Mademoiselle Mahony 
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Week 10 saw students participate in a variety of different sports, making the most of Melbourne’s    
La Niña weather patterns and Pinewood’s fantastic sporting equipment and spaces for one of the 
last times this year. 
 
Students in Prep took part in rotations, focusing on accuracy using both throwing and kicking skills. 
A terrific effort by all involved! 
 
Grade 1 revisited Tee Ball, practicing their striking and throwing skills. Students showed a           
wonderful understanding of the game, performing skills beautifully. A big congratulations to those 
who played! 
 
Grade 3 had their second week of Thunder Hockey, which saw them transfer the ball control and 
passing skills they learnt last week into match play this week. Students were conscious of stick  
safety and played the game in a wonderful manner with all students finishing the game with smiles. 
Congratulations on a great effort from those classes involved. 
 
Grades 4-6 made the most of the sunshine and had the opportunity to learn the Olympic sport of 
European Handball. The sport combines skills from both netball and soccer, with students putting in 
a fantastic effort even despite the warm temperatures in the sun. Matches were played with     
wonderful sportsmanship and skill. Students’ ability to work the angles when passing the ball was a 
huge highlight. A brilliant effort from all students. 
 
Mr Allen & Mr Walsh 



STUDENT OF THE WEEK  
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End of Term Party!!!  

OSHCLub has been so excited to plan  for the last day of school on Tuesday the 20th 

of December. We will be throwing a HUGE end of year party on this day to celebrate 

the year that has been. On this day we will be running hand paintings, karaoke,    

balloon games, and of course a glow in the dark dance party to celebrate the start of 

the summer holidays.  

 

Parents, please be aware that the booking will have to be made under ‘After School Care – Early 2:30pm 

finish.’ The children will come to OSHClub/be collected from 2:30pm on this day.  

 

Holiday Dates 

Please be aware that OHSClub will be running two ‘pupil free days’ on the 21st and 22nd of December.  

We will then be closed from the 23rd of December - 8th of January. OSHClub will then return in full force 

with a jam packed 3 weeks of Summer Holiday Program starting from the 9th of January - 27th of January 

(closed for the Australia Day public holiday on the 26th of Jan)  

 

Remember to book into any of our summer holiday program sessions by Dec 21, 2022, and you’ll get 

20% off (for all children and for all sessions booked by Dec 21) – book in as a casual booking and apply 

the promo code: earlybird20  

 

Holiday bookings can be made online up to 5 days before the session commences. To make a booking 

after this time, please contact your service directly on 0409 906 462. Late bookings will incur an          

additional $4.00 fee. 

 

To avoid any out-of-pocket costs, cancellations must be made at least 7 days before the session com-

mences. Cancellations within this period will incur the full fee, less any applicable CCS. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stephanie Voon, Gemma Sullivan and the OSHClub Team.  
Email: pinewood@oshclub.com.au 
Mobile: 0409 906 462 


