
17th November 2022 

Principal’s Message What’s On… 

November 
7th–25th 
 Swimming Program 
 SwimWorld - Glen  Waverley 
 2K, 2L, 2O, 2B, 4, 5 & 6  
 
21st - Collingwood Children’s 
 Farm PD & PJ 
22nd - Collingwood Children’s 
 Farm PS & PM 
23rd - Collingwood Children’s 
 Farm PK, PC & PG 
 
24th   Parent information session 
 for 2023 Preps 
 
28th  November - 2nd December 
 Year 6 camp 
 
29th Prep 2023 Transition Day 
 Session 2: 9:15 - 10:30am 
 
30th Year 4 Green Hat Incursion 
 
December 
8th  End of Year Community 
 Sing Along 6:00 - 7:30pm  
 
9th Student Free Day Teacher 
 Professional Practice Day 
 
13th  Secondary School Full Day
 Orientation  
 Prep 2023 Transition Day 
 Session 3: 9:30—11:30am 
 
15th  Year 6 Graduation 
 
17th Walk-up to 2023 classes 
 
19th Class parties 
 Student Reports Released 
 
20th Class parties 
 
20th Last day of Term 4 2:30pm 
 dismissal. The office will 
 close at 3pm. 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
2023 PREP TRANSITION  
On Tuesday, we conducted the first Prep Transition session for our new 2023 
Preps. The students really enjoyed the activities planned for them and made a very 
creative ‘spoon person’ to take home as well. We look forward to being with our 
new Prep students again at our next transition session on Tuesday November 29th. 
The parent information session will occur on Thursday 24th November. 
 

A FABULOUS YEAR 1 ACTIVITIES EVENING 
Many Year 1 students returned to school last Thursday at 5.30pm to participate in 
a fun filled, ‘Activities Evening’, organised by our Year 1 teachers. The students  
really enjoyed the event and participated fully in the rotational activities organised 
for them.   
Congratulations to the Year 1 team of staff; Nadia De Gregorio, James Verde, Erin 
Houston, Roula Konidaris and Sophie Haye for planning and organising a fantastic 
evening of fun activities for the Year 1 students to enjoy. Many thanks to the staff 
who support the event and participated in the evening as well – Liz O’Meara, 
Catriona Cowie, Courtney Morrison, Maria Athanasopoulos, Maria Kovas, Sarah 
Pereira, Julia Coutselinis, Jess Sexton, Kathryn Bleechmore and Sandra McGregor. It 
was a fabulous ‘team effort’ of attending staff, ensuring yet another very successful 
event at Pinewood PS.  
Many thanks to the Parents Club for providing each Year 1 student with a special 
lunchbox of games to take home at the end of the event as well! 
 

SWIMMING and WATER SAFETY PROGRAM 
Next week is the final week of the PPS Swimming Program. 
The comprehensive Swimming Program has been another very successful ‘whole 

school program’ this term. Most of our students (Prep-Yr6) have participated or 

are participating in the Swimming Program this year. The swimming and water  

survival skills provided to students, through participation in such water safety    

programs, are so important to children living in Australia – a country where most 

people seem to enjoy a swim (to find relief from the summer heat), at a beach, 

river or a local swimming pool. 
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CELEBRATING the FESTIVE SEASON…Thursday 8th December 
It is wonderful to once again be able to hold a community outdoor event at the 
school to celebrate the culmination of what has been a great year of ‘onsite 
learning’ and the upcoming festive season.  
On Thursday 8th December we are inviting school community members to come 
along and join in the fun and good cheer, as students from each year level, and 
the choir, sing some of their favourite ‘festive season/ Christmas’ songs.  The 
event commences at 6.00pm and ends at 7.30pm(approx). The Parents Club will 
be conducting a BBQ prior to the commencement of the event. Please order 
BBQ sausages online via the Parents Club link. 
 
GRADE 6 GRADUATION 
This year, our Year 6 students will be celebrating their Graduation from  
primary school on the evening of Thursday 15th December. Students will 
have the opportunity to share dinner together at the school, prior to     
travelling to Huntingtower School, where they will participate in the official 
Graduation Ceremony.  It is wonderful to be able to acknowledge that the 
majority of our Staff will also be attending the formal ceremony.  
  
CONGRATULATIONS on a GREAT RESULT- School Council Financial Audit 
Every three years, schools are required to participate in a School Council Financial Audit conducted by an 
independent auditor selected by the DET. 
 
This term, PPS has been involved in such a process. 
The Audit Team, from PwC, is charged with the responsibility for carrying out the Agreed Upon Procedures 
(AUP) at the school under the Schools Council Financial Assurance Programs (SCFAP).  
Under the SCFAP, PwC (independent auditors) perform several AUPs.  
The AUPs are designed to assess the application of key financial controls and test school transactions 
across the following business areas:   
• Locally raised funds  
• Cash and banking  
• Expenses and accruals 
• Fixed assets and School governance.  
Pinewood PS received an outstanding final Financial Report from PwC. The finalised School Council        
Financial Audit Report is now sent to the DET for acknowledgement. 
I would like to take this opportunity to congratulation and thank the two parent elected members of the 
School Council Finance Subcommittee, Sorin Ardeleanu and Aaron Gillett, for their outstanding             
commitment of time to attend the finance meetings and their ability to work with the DET’s required    
financial processes.  
Many thanks also to Jan Migliore (Business Manager) and Andrew Thomas (AP) for being part of the      
Finance Sub Committee and for assisting with the extensive preparation required for such an audit.  
Thanks to all School Council members for your ongoing support with the required DET financial processes 
that drive the governance aspect of the school.  
  
YEAR LEVEL STRUCTURE for 2023 
For 2023, we will be operating with the following class structure at each year level: 
Prep x six classes, Year 1 x seven classes, Year 2 x five classes, Year 3 x six classes, Year 4 x five classes,  
Year 5 x six classes and Year 6 x five classes. Total of 40 classes (no composite classes) 
 

TEACHER PPD- Friday 9th December 
Following on from the Compass notification last week - a reminder that Friday 9th of 

December will be a Teacher Professional Practice Day and will be a student free 

day. OSCHClub will be operating for any families requiring support.  
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Year Three have had lots of fun coming to terms with circular weaving patterns and        
dreamcatcher looms. They used colourful yarn to create their interesting “woven wheels”, 
perfecting their “under/over” technique and developing additional skills such as tying knots 
and joining two different lengths of yarn together.  
 
Well done Year Three artists. 

NEW PORTABLE Mod 10 Portable  
During Term 3, we were informed of the possibility of a new double storey portable building (Mod 10) 
being placed at PPS for 2023.   
After a series of discussions and on-site meetings involving the VSBA and other DET stakeholders, 
(regarding land availability, machinery access, building guidelines and regulations, and financial 
costings), a final communication was received from the VSBA early November to say the project would 
be going ahead.  
  
The Mod 10 building will be placed in the current Staff carpark, aligning with the existing double storey 
building and facing toward the new sports ground. The building will be ready for use at the             
commencement of the 2023 school year. The Mod 10 building will provide us with several extra    
classrooms, allowing us to maintain excellent student/classroom numbers for 2023 
 

On Monday 21st November, site preparation will begin in readiness for the arrival and placement of a 
new double storey portable building (Mod 10.)  At this stage, the new Mod 10 building is scheduled to 
arrive at PPS on the morning of 8th December. 
From next Monday, students who usually enter the school grounds via the small gate next to the    
carpark, will be required to walk further along Toombah Street to the pedestrian gate near the rear of 
the netball/basketball courts and enter the school grounds from there.  
 

Karen Jenkin 
Principal 
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The staff at Pinewood Primary School are growing moustaches and setting movement goals to 
raise funds and awareness this Movember for all the dads, brothers, sons and mates in our 
lives. We hope to help create and lead discussions around mental and physical health in    
classrooms and be positive role models for our students.  
 
Since 2003, Movember has funded more than 1,250 men’s health projects around the world, 
challenging the status quo, shaking up men’s health research and transforming the way health 
services reach and support men. 10.8 million men world-wide are facing life with a prostate 
cancer diagnosis. Globally, testicular cancer is the most common cancer among young men.   
Across the world, one man dies by suicide every minute of every day, with males accounting 
for 69% of all suicides. 
Movember is uniquely placed to address this crisis on a global scale. The movement funds 
ground-breaking projects all over the world, engaging men where they are to understand what 
works best and accelerate change. 
 
So, if you see some teachers rocking some serious lip hair, it’s not because we just think it 
looks good, it’s also for a great cause!  
 

If you’d like to donate, please scan  

the QR code and follow the prompts.  
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Issue 8 is now available to order online! 

** online orders only, please don't sent cash to the office ** 
 

Orders close Friday 2nd December 
 

Great quality, affordable books in each issue so everyone can experience independent reading 
for pleasure. Books from just $3.00!!! 

 
Contact Details - Fiona (Sienna's Mum 5M) at fionatetley@hotmail.com 

Term 4 Week 6  
Students had so much fun upskilling their knowledge this week. They created some brilliant dinosaur 
posters, made their own bubbles, and cooked up some delicious pizza pinwheels.  
 
Pupil Free Day 9th of December 2022  
Please log into your account online at www.oshclub.com.au and book in under the Pupil Free Day Room. 
Please note that bookings cannot be made online within 5 days of the session commencing. In order to 
book within this period, you will need to contact the PINEWOOD OSHCLUB service directly 
on 0409906462. 
What happens  
We provide fun activities for all ages including arts and craft, games, sports, drama, board games, dress 
ups and fun with friends. 
What to bring 
Please bring morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea. Make sure your children wear/bring appropriate  
footwear and clothing, including a hat. 
 
Summer Holiday Care Program 
We are very excited to announce Holiday Care will be running at Pinewood OSHClub on the 21st and 22nd 
of December and returning on the 9th of January and running until 27th of January.  
Bookings are now open and the brochure will be out shortly.  
(Please note that OSHClub will be CLOSED between the 23rd of December and 8th of January).  

  
 
Stephanie Voon, Gemma Sullivan and the OSHClub Team.  
Email: pinewood@oshclub.com.au 
Mobile: 0409 906 462 

http://www.oshclub.com.au/


STUDENT OF THE WEEK  
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Proudly Sponsored by

* Saturday, 26 November 2022
9 am ~ 4 pm

* Sunday, 27 November 2022
9 am ~ 3.30 pm

* 11,000 books;  Fiction sorted by 
Author A to Z;  25 Non-fiction Categories

•At Caribbean Park Kiosk
1280 Ferntree Gully Road, Scoresby

To a child a book is not just a book; it’s a journey to wherever their imagination 
wants to take them. 

The Lions Club of Wheelers Hill invites you, as parents, to take your children on 
a journey of excitement to their Book Sale at Caribbean Park, off Ferntree Gully 

Road,  Scoresby on 26-27th November 
There will be 100’s & 100’s of books for children of all ages, from infants through to teenagers. 

All of our books are in excellent condition with many being new or near new 
Prices for these books range from $0.50 to $2.50 and the doors will open at 8.00am on Saturday 

and at 9.00am on Sunday. 
Oh yes, we also have 1000’s & 1000’s of books for adults as well. 
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