
26th May 2022 

Principal’s Message What’s On…... 
May 
 
31st Year 6 Economics Fair 
 
June 
 
2nd  Year 3 RSPCA 
 Incursion 
 
3rd  Year 1 Toys Over Time 
 Incursion 
 

10th Professional Practice 
 Day 
 (No children to attend 
 school on this day) 
 
13th  Queens Birthday 
 Holiday 

 (No children to attend 
 school on this day) 
 
16th  Year 2 Werribee Zoo 
 Excursion 
 
16th Year 4F 4J 4H Moonlit 
 Sanctuary Excursion 
 
17th Year 4B 4T 4M Moonlit 
 Sanctuary Excursion 
 
17th  SDSSA Soccer Round 
 Robin 
 
23rd  School Reports sent 
 home 
 
24th  Last day of Term 2 - 
 2.30pm Dismissal 
 Office closes 3.00pm 
 on this day 

 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Education Week from 23-27th May.   
This week, Pinewood Primary School celebrates Education Week. The theme of 

the 2022 Education Week is celebrating ‘150 years of Public Education in Victoria’.  

Many teachers arrived at school dressed as a teacher may have been dressed 100-

150 years ago. The students were very impressed! The old-fashioned manual 

school bell rang, and the students moved quickly to their classrooms. 

 
During the day, students participated in a variety of activities from a ‘bygone’ era, 
which included playing old fashioned games, such as Jacks, skipping, marbles and 
elastics. The use of technology was very limited during the day. Students each 
received a celebratory STEM show bag, courtesy of the Parents Club, as part of 
our Education Week celebration. 
During the Open afternoon, many parents visited classrooms and celebrated their 
child’s learning journey with them. 
The Open Classrooms were followed by a community opportunity to attend the 

opening of the new playground and the new Sports Ground. Many thanks to Mr 

Matt Fregon MP and Mr Dennis Duval, PPS School Council President, for officially 

opening the new, ‘Playground Amongst the Trees’ and the ‘Sports Ground’. 

Thanks also to the Junior and Senior choirs (led by Mr. Taylor and Mr. Koudounis) 

for performing a song each, and to our 2022 School Captains, Ira and Aarkin, for 

their contribution to the Opening ceremony of the Sports Ground and the       

Playground. 
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EDUCATION WEEK - Opening of the Playground and Sports Ground - For parents not able to attend  the 
Opening Ceremony, please see the brief outline below. 
Today we are celebrating 150 years of Public Schooling in Victoria. The students have been participating 
in lots of classroom educational activities that reflect education from an earlier era and it has been great 
to be able to find a safe way for parents to visit classrooms this afternoon. 
Over the past two years, Covid 19 restrictions have impacted heavily on schools’ ability for any capital/ 
building works being able to be carried out on school sites. However, behind the scenes during these 
two years, we have worked consistently on two Major projects and one Minor project, so that when we 
were able to return onsite, we were prepared to go ahead.  The two Major projects were the             
Playground Amongst the Trees project, and the development of the new Sports Ground. The Minor    
project was the application for the VSBA grant of $25,000 to finance a new shade sail near the             
rotunda– which we have been successful with. 
 
 The first project - The Playground Amongst the Trees - background   
In August 2020, we applied for a Minor Capital Works Grant through the Victorian Schools Building     
Association (VSBA) to develop a new playground at the rear of the school - the ‘Playground Amongst the 
Trees’ project.  
In December 2020, we received the good news that we had successfully secured a (VSBA) grant of        
$271,125 to go towards the playground project. Mr Matt Fregon MP was very supportive of our          
application for the funding. To further ensure a real celebration piece, the school contributed an          
additional  
$125,000 towards the playground project. Totalling a combined playground financial commitment of 
$396,125 for the playground development. 
In early 2021, we invited student representatives of the Student Representative Council, elected         
students from years 4,5&6, to participate in the planning of the Playground Amongst the Trees project, 
including the type of equipment the students would like to have included in their playground. The      
students worked as part of a Playground Committee being involved with meetings around the budgets 
and costings, working with the Principal team and the VSBA designated architect - (Mr Mike Smith &   
Associates) and VSBA chosen company ‘Programmed’.  The students provided valuable feedback to the 
committee, informing the development of the playground that you see 
here today.  
 
The second project - The Sports Ground 
The second major project that we worked on, was the creation and  
development of a new Sports Ground - a Sports ground that               
incorporated a diverse range of sporting opportunities and physical  
activities within a rather confined physical space.   
Careful financial management at the school level, provided us with the 

ability for the school to finance the development of the new sporting 

ground, without compromising other programs or student resources.  

In seeking multiple quotes for the works, extensive professional advice, and         
numerous positive references, we were able to enter into a contract with the     
company, ‘Grass Sports’ and provide students and the community with this          
fantastic sporting facility - worth in excess of half a million dollars. 
 
The students are thrilled with the outcome of both projects, providing year-round 
access to extra playground space and an excellent multipurpose sporting field.  You 
can witness the cutting of the ribbon  by scanning the code below the photo. 
 
As we reconnect on the school site as a school community (after two years of repeated disruptions) the 

completion of these two specific projects is timely and uplifting, for both the students and our school 

community. Soon, our third minor project, the new shade sails, will also be installed. 
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Issue 4 is now available  
to order online! 

** online orders only, please don't 
sent cash to the office ** 

 
https://

mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/
Parent/Login.aspx 

 

Orders close 
Thursday 9th 

June 

WINTER IS COMING…… 
 
 
With the arrival of the colder weather there is an 
increase of colds and flu at this time of year.  
Whilst we understand that students want to 
attend school, it is important that they stay at 
home even if their symptoms are mild, and do 
not return to school until they are completely 
well.   
 
If your child presents at school with coughs and 
sniffles, it places all students and staff at risk.  
 
We appreciate your understanding. 

JAM DONUTS - A delicious treat!  Last week, our Prep students learnt about the word, ‘jam’, as part of 
the SMART Spelling Program. The whole school joined in a celebration of the Prep’s new spelling word 
with an opportunity to purchase a jam donut from the visiting donut truck.  According to many         
students, the donuts were the best tasting, ‘jam donuts,’ in the world!  Thank you, Miss Cruse, for   
organising the delicious event for everyone.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

CONGRATULATIONS PARENTS CLUB 
Congratulations to the PPS Parents Club and our parent volunteers for conducting a very successful 
Sausage Sizzle at the school on Election Day.  Together, they cooked over 50 kgs of sausages!  
Many thanks to the BBQ Team - Eileen, Craig, Ali, Peggy, Surbhi, Laini, Priyanwada, Mila, Joanne F. Ann 
A, Dennis, Wendy & Frank.  
 
PREP ENROLMENTS-2023 
We are currently enrolling Prep students for 2023. If you are a parent at our school and have a younger 
sibling to enrol for next year, please download an enrolment form from the website and return it to 
the school, or see Estelle, Jan, or Anna at our school office for an enrolment form as soon as you can.  
Our transition into Prep program will commence in the second half of the year with visits to the school 
in Term 4 for next year’s prep children and a comprehensive parent information session. 
 
Karen Jenkin 
Principal 
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THE CAMPS, SPORTS and EXCURSION FUND 
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) provides payments for eligible students to attend activities like: 

· school camps or trips 
· swimming and school-organised sport programs 
· outdoor education programs, excursions and incursions. 
  
On the first day of Term One (28 January 2022) or the first day of Term Two (26 April 2022), a parent or legal 
guardian of a student must: 
 · be an eligible beneficiary of one of these cards: Veterans Affairs Gold Card Centrelink Health Care Card 

Pensioner Concession Card 
 · OR they must be a temporary foster parent 
 · OR the student is 16 years or older and holds a valid concession card (such as a Youth Allowance Health 

Care Card) 
 · AND the parent or legal guardian must submit an application by the due date. 
  
Parents who receive a carer allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not income tested 
by Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with the above. 
Eligibility will be determined when the parent’s concession card successfully validates with Centrelink on either 
the first day of term one or term two. 
  
School is compulsory for all Victorian children aged between six and 17 years of age.  CSEF is not payable to      
students attending pre-school, kindergarten, TAFE or who are home schooled.  
Payments are: $125 per year for eligible primary school students. 
 

If you applied last year, YOU WILL NEED TO COMPLETE A NEW FORM AND ALSO PROVIDE A COPY OF 
YOUR CURRENT CENTRELINK CARD to be verified by Centrelink.  CSEF forms are available from the 

school office  and must be returned by 25th June 2022. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to our magnificent Cross Country team. The students in Years 3-6 have been working very hard 
on their fitness and aerobic capacity during this term, and on Friday at the SDSSA District Cross Country they 
were extremely successful. On the day we were Runners-up with the help 
of some amazing performances. Ryder won the 12 year old boys race and 
Chenul the 10 year old boys race. The following students all  finished in 
the top 20 and will be running in the Monash Waverley Division Cross 
Country next week:  
 
10 Boys: Chenul, Kai 
10 Girls: Kanishka, Janelle 
11 Boys: Jayden, Keiran, Vasu                                                          
11 Girls: Samaaya, Matti, Nicole, Alena             
12 Boys: Ryder, Ronal, Glen, Arjun 
12 Girls: Zara, Miranda, Amelie, Amy 
 

Nathan Walsh and Luke Allen    
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We are having lots of fun in the art room working around the theme of Moana, 
creating a variety of artworks and props related to the forthcoming stage        
production. Featured in the collage are coconut monsters-Prep, Hei-Hei        
chickens-Year 1, Moana seascape-Yr 2, Moana portraits-Yr 4, Hawaiian surfboards-Yr 5 and Polynesian clay 
huts-Yr 6. 
 
The Visual Art captains are helping to prepare larger props for the stage. This week we are creating the 
carved hook for the character of Maui and Moana’s canoe. The large cardboard pieces from the voting 
booths on Saturday have been useful in the development of large props for the stage. 
 
Visual Arts Teachers Francine Combes and Josh Barrett 

Throughout 2022, we will be working closely with The Resilience   
Project to support the wellbeing of our school community.  
The Resilience Project delivers emotionally engaging programs and 
provides evidence-based, practical strategies to build resilience.  Our 
Partnership Program consists of online presentations and weekly  
lessons for students, professional development for staff, and Parent 
& Carer Hub (including digital presentations) for our parent and carer community. Over the coming weeks, we’ll 
be sharing the Parent & Carer Hub with you. The videos are 5-10 minutes long and will walk through the key 
pillars of resilience: Gratitude, Empathy & Mindfulness. You’ll hear stories and be introduced to activities to 
show how these strategies can support our kids' learning and development, and also support you as parents 
and carers.   This program is an important part of our school’s effort to look after the mental health of our    
community. 
View the first presentation of the series here: Part 1: Meet Hugh and learn about The Resilience Project - 
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/parent-and-carer-hub-hugh/ 
In this presentation, Hugh shares a personal experience about his sister's battles with Mental Illness. 
Note: This video contains a story about an Eating Disorder that may be triggering. Please consider this before 
watching. For mental health resources and support information, visit The Resilience Project’s Support Page 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftheresilienceproject.com.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSandra.Mcgregor%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ce065d00ffb964917201208da2753bf74%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637865537915038741%7CUnknown
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftheresilienceproject.com.au%2Fparent-and-carer-hub-hugh%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSandra.Mcgregor%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ce065d00ffb964917201208da2753bf74%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftheresilienceproject.com.au%2Fsupport%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSandra.Mcgregor%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ce065d00ffb964917201208da2753bf74%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637865537915038741
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK  
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OSHClub News 

NEW CLUB - STEM Station!  
Are you a budding scientist? Are you fascinated with technology? Love engineering? Have a head for numbers? 
Come and join us at the STEM Station and grow your skills and explore the different ways to conduct              
experiments! STEM Station begins this Wednesday in Before School Care and will be running for 5 weeks until 
the end of Term 2. This week we have a double whammy with two activities taking place, to kick off our new 
Kids Club: 
 

Egg Drop Challenge – Wednesday 25th May 
The idea of the egg drop challenge is to get children thinking about engineering and basic concepts such as 
gravity, force, and acceleration. This is done by challenging children to design a protective barrier or shield 
around an egg out of materials they have handy. 
 

Will It Float Challenge – Thursday 26th May 
To succeed in this challenge, children need to create their own boats that float when placed in water. They will 
succeed if their boats are made from materials that are less dense than water! However, we will also challenge 
each boat to see how much weight they can withstand before sinking! 
Next week we will have the Marble Run Challenge! So come along and join in on the fun next Wednesday 
morning! 
 

Booking Reminders: 
Once your child has been enrolled at Pinewood OSHClub, 
you can manage your bookings with ease online, via your 
iParent-Portal, or via the Kidsoft app that you can download 
to your phone. Bookings can be made online or via the app 
at any time up to 24 hours before the session being booked 
commences. To make bookings after this time, please      
contact us directly via our email or mobile. Late bookings will 
incur an additional $4.00 fee. You may call or text the       
Service mobile to make bookings at any time. Please ensure 
you contact the Service to make bookings no later than 2pm 
the same day. 
 
Paige Crane, Stephanie Voon and the OSHClub Team.  
Email: pinewood@oshclub.com.au 
Mobile: 0409 906 462 

 
                

 


