19th May 2022

Principal’s Message

What’s On…...
May

20th SDSSA Cross
Country-Jells Park
20th Jam Donut Truck Visit
25th Education Week
Celebration

31st Year 6 Economics Fair
June
2nd

Year 3 RSPCA
Incursion

3rd

Year 1 Toys Over Time
Incursion

Dear Parents
CAMP ADANAC
The year 4 students enjoyed a fabulous time while at Camp Adanac this week.
They participated in three action packed days of camp activities…I’m sure they all
slept well last night!
Many thanks to the parents (Vikkie Triantafyllou, Alison Limoux, Julie Baillon,
Kasey King, Tarek Amyra) and staff (Sophie Miteff, Tracy Hobson, Justine Tang,
Rick Byron, Jenny Falconer, Troy Hartigan, Luke Allen, Johnathan Cincotta and
Meg Eade) for making the ‘camp’ experience possible for the students and for
giving up many of your home comforts for three days, to attend the Year 4 Camp.

10th Professional Practice
Day
(No children to attend
school on this day)
13th Queens Birthday
Holiday

(No children to attend
school on this day)
16th Year 2 Werribee Zoo
Excursion
16th Year 4F 4J 4H Moonlit
Sanctuary Excursion
17th Year 4B 4T 4M Moonlit
Sanctuary Excursion
17th SDSSA Soccer Round
Robin
23rd School Reports sent
home
24th Last day of Term 2 2.30pm Dismissal
Office closes 3.00pm
on this day
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NAPLAN Years 3 &5
Congratulations to our Year 3 and Year 5 students for trying their very best at each of the NAPLAN
tests over the testing period and for valuing learning so highly. Congratulations also to our dedicated
staff for providing students with solid learning experiences and demonstrating a committed and caring
approach to quality teaching and learning.
Schools are expected to receive the results in November, which will then be passed on to families. We
wish to acknowledge our NAPLAN coordinator, Ms Sandra McGregor, for her hard work in ensuring
that NAPLAN has been administered successfully, Mr Dowsett for his digital support and the Year 3 and
Year 5 teachers for conducting the NAPLAN tests with their students.
EDUCATION WEEK - Celebrating 150 years of Public Education in Victoria- Open Afternoon Pinewood
Primary School will celebrate Education Week on Wednesday 25th May. This year's theme is 150 Years
of Public Education in Victoria. There will be an ‘Open’ afternoon on Wednesday 25th May from 3.45 –
5.00pm, when families can visit classrooms. Grandparents are also welcome to attend. From 4.305.00pm, we will be conducting a ceremony to celebrate the official opening of the new Sports Ground
and the new ‘Playground Amongst the Trees‘ project. The Senior and Junior choirs will be singing a
song as well. Families are warmly invited to take this opportunity to come along to visit the school and
classrooms and share in the opening ceremony with their child/children.
ATTS - Attitudes to Schooling Survey – Years 4 to 6 The Attitudes to School Survey (ATOSS) will be
conducted in all government schools. This survey is a mechanism for gaining an understanding of Year
4-6 students’ perceptions and experience of school. At Pinewood Primary School, we use the survey
results to set improvement goals and to plan programs and activities to improve each child’s learning
experience. Students will complete the survey online before the end of the term. More information
will be sent home for parents of students involved in years 4-6 prior to the implementation of the
survey.
DRIVING and PARKING AROUND OUR SCHOOL
Parents are reminded to drive with the extreme care and caution around the school. Last
week, several parents were contacted by authorities for making a U turn on the Pinewood
Drive School crossing itself- this is a very dangerous driving practice and potentially
compromises the safety of children.
How can you help?
a. Find a safe spot - Make sure you find a safe place to drop your children, away from the main road.
Please ensure that they cross at a designated school crossing.
b. Plan your day – Arrive early to beat the traffic. Avoid the need to rush-off and be stressed out.
c. Be patient – Everyone is in a hurry just as you are, be patient and wait for others to move.
d. Drive safely – Be extra cautious and look out for children crossing the road; especially when you are
reversing your car (please remember to check your rear-view mirror before you reverse).
e. Look out for others – Show you care and to watch out for others where possible to keep the school
a safer place.
f. Show and tell – Teach your children to be careful when exiting the vehicle, including watching out
for oncoming cars and for cars parked in the neighbouring lot.
Karen Jenkin
Principal
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Dear Parents and Guardians,
On Tuesday 31st May, the Year Sixes will be organising an economics fair. There will be many different
varieties of fun events like ball games, water games and different food products.
All food items and games will cost between 50c and $2. The year sixes have been working hard on
their stalls and games. We would like to ask the students to help by bringing $1-00-$5.00 to pay for
the activities and food items.
All money will go toward the Year Six graduation.

Thank you!
From The Year 6 Students

WINTER IS COMING……
With the arrival of the colder weather there is
an increase of colds and flu at this time of year.
Whilst we understand that students want to
attend school, it is important that they stay at
home even if their symptoms are mild, and do
not return to school until they are completely
well.
If your child presents at school with coughs and
sniffles, it places all students and staff at risk.
We appreciate your understanding.

Issue 4 is now available
to order online!
** online orders only, please don't sent cash
to the office **
https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/
Parent/Login.aspx
Contact Details - Fiona (Sienna's Mum 5M) at
fionatetley@hotmail.com
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Bonjour Pinewood Community,
A huge congratulations to all of the students at Pinewood PS who show up to their French lesson each week with
enthusiasm and a real ’have a go attitude’. Learning a new language can be hard. We endeavour to ’have a go’
each lesson and participate in class discussions, games, songs and even charades! You may like to have a go at
playing charades to learn the vocab at home.
French Words of the Week
As mentioned last week, the first few weeks of this term we will be la tante— the aunty
learning about the family (la famille). Here is this week’s vocabulary list .

L’oncle – the uncle

Mademoiselle Mahony

la cousine – the cousin (female)
le cousin – the cousin (boy)
la nèice – the neice
le neveu – the nephew

THE CAMPS, SPORTS and EXCURSION FUND
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) provides payments for eligible students to attend activities like:
· school camps or trips
· swimming and school-organised sport programs
· outdoor education programs, excursions and incursions.
On the first day of Term One (28 January 2022) or the first day of Term Two (26 April 2022), a parent or legal
guardian of a student must:
· be an eligible beneficiary of one of these cards: Veterans Affairs Gold Card Centrelink Health Care Card
Pensioner Concession Card
· OR they must be a temporary foster parent
· OR the student is 16 years or older and holds a valid concession card (such as a Youth Allowance Health
Care Card)
· AND the parent or legal guardian must submit an application by the due date.
Parents who receive a carer allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not income tested
by Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with the above.
Eligibility will be determined when the parent’s concession card successfully validates with Centrelink on either
the first day of term one or term two.
School is compulsory for all Victorian children aged between six and 17 years of age. CSEF is not payable to
students attending pre-school, kindergarten, TAFE or who are home schooled.
Payments are: $125 per year for eligible primary school students.

If you applied last year, YOU WILL NEED TO COMPLETE A NEW FORM AND ALSO PROVIDE A COPY OF
YOUR CURRENT CENTRELINK CARD to be verified by Centrelink. CSEF forms are available from the
school office and must
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Art and Mindfulness
It has been a pleasure observing the Year 4 cohort carefully hand crafting and painting their clay pots. Their
engagement in the process has been superb and it is wonderful capturing the intent and concentration
with which they apply themselves to the task.
We have been asking students to reflect on relaxation, breathing, focus and mindfulness throughout their
art sessions. This enables them to make links between creativity and well-being and encourages them to
engage fully with the process. Clay is a great way to promote these practices because of its natural texture,
versatility and immediacy as a modelling material.
Art is a great de-stressor and a natural way to practice mindfulness.
I came across this quote recently which reflects the meditative aspect of art practice: “The colours,
textures and sounds of creating pull us into the moment. You don’t need any previous training to meditate
through art, just a willingness to create like a child, with a freedom and sense of curiosity”.
Promoting any type of creative engagement on the home front can often result in a boost of well-being,
relaxation and mindfulness
Francine Combes and Joshua Barrett
Visual Arts Teachers

A big, big thank you to every student at Pinewood for all their hard work learning their parts in the upcoming Moana
Jr. Musical! It has been amazing to see the enthusiasm students have brought with them to class and to hear their
progress each week towards perfecting their songs, ready for the big night. It’s great to see so many students
listening and practising at home through the week, ready and raring for their next lesson!
A second thank you to all those students who have posted their auditions for the Rock Band
program. We will be listening carefully to all your performances over the next week and looking
for those students who can perform as part of a group to put together some great songs.
As always, the musical talent within the school community is fantastic to see, and we look
forward to seeing it all on display in the Musical and other programs as the year goes on.
Mr. T. and Mr. K.
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK
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OSHClub News
New Parent App!
A quick reminder about our new Parent App! We’re making bookings easier with the brand-new app! The new
app will allow parents to make casual bookings for multiple children on different days and for them to book all
Holiday Program sessions in one easy step! Please note that parents who have the existing app will need to
download the latest version again to access the new features.
Extended Learning Activity – Mini Roo’s Football Clinic:
Our Mini Roo’s Football Clinic began last week, and it was an
absolute hit with all the children in every year level! The
instructors were engaging and taught the children specific skills
whilst also allowing lots of game time where children could show
off their individual talents. Being able to use the new soccer
pitches on the oval really elevated the clinic.
Reminder that the Mini Roos Incursions take place on Fridays,
with three more weeks to go!
We are running separate sessions based on age groups:
Group 1:
Grade 3, Grade 4, Grade 5, & Grade 6
(4:00pm – 4:30pm)
Group 2:
Grade 1 & Grade 2 (4:30pm – 5:00pm)
Group 3:
Prep & Grade 1 (5:00pm – 5:30pm)
OSHClub Program, Times, and Fees:
PROGRAM

TIMES

FULL FEES

Before School Care

7:15am – 8:50am

$12.09

After School Care

3:30pm – 6:00pm

$18.13

Holiday Program

7:15am – 6:00pm

$46.30

Paige Crane, Stephanie Voon and the OSHClub Team.
Email: pinewood@oshclub.com.au
Mobile: 0409 906 462
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