10th March 2022

Principal’s Message

What’s On…...
March
14th Labour Day Public
Holiday. Children do
not attend school on
this day.
15th Year 4-6 House
Athletics at Waverley
Athletics Track
Central Reserve Glen
Waverley
23rd Old Melbourne Gaol
Excursion 6H & 6L
29th School Photos
30th Colour Run
April
1st

SDSSA Athletic Sports

8th

Last day of Term 1
Dismissal 2.30pm
Office closes at
3.00pm
END OF TERM 1

April
26th Curriculum Day
No children to attend
school on this day
27th TERM 2 COMMENCES
All students to return
to school on this day
May
16th-18th
Year 4 Camp Adanac
Payment can be made in full
$270 or in instalments of $90
on the following dates.
1st Instalment 18th March
2nd Instalment 1st April
3rd Instalment 29th April

RESPECT

Dear Parents
COVIDSafe Update
We would like to thank all Pinewood PS community members for your care and
diligence over the first 6 weeks of the 2022 school year.
We are still receiving reports of families who have contracted COVID during this
period of time, however this has been very well managed by the families and the
impact across the school has been minimal. We ask families to keep observing the
protocols sent by DET, to keep our school as safe as possible by following
important COVIDSafe measures such as mask wearing, physical distancing,
ventilation, getting vaccinated, precautionary rapid antigen testing and isolating
when a family member is positive. This has helped our school to remain open.
It has been pleasing to note that we have also had some days of no student COVID
positive cases at the school.
For now, all current COVIDsafe practices will continue until the end of this term.
This means that RAT tests will again be made available to schools and will be
given out to attending students tomorrow (Friday). Students who are absent may
collect their RAT kit from the office on return to school. Masks will continue to be
worn for students in years 3-6 and staff members (for those without exemptions),
physical distancing is still strongly recommended, and assembly will continue to
be held virtually.
Checking in via the QR code is no longer necessary, although our normal sign in
procedure is still in place for any visitors to the office.
CURRICULUM INFORMATION SESSIONS - Year level presentations Prep - Year6
Thank you to parents for attending your child’s year level curriculum information
session on Wednesday evening. Congratulations to our staff for presenting
excellent virtual information sessions to our parents covering the year level
curriculum overview, explaining how data is used to inform teaching, the PLC
approach to year level planning, the new DET Framework for Improving Student
Outcomes (FISO) 2.0 model underpinning Victorian Education and other year level
specific items.
Parent access will be provided to all parents who were not available to attend.
Teachers will send the individual year level link to you via Seesaw.
What is a PLC approach to school improvement?
Professional Learning Communities (PLCs) are an approach to school
improvement where groups of teachers work collaboratively at the school level to
improve student outcomes. We work on the premise that students learn more
when their teachers work together and learn together.
At Pinewood, we have built our PLC’s by creating a culture that is:
● focussed on continuous improvement by linking the learning
needs of students with the professional learning and practice of
teachers
● committed to professionalism
● fuelled by collaborative expertise
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A ‘PLC’ essentially means that we are practising what the 3 words in this phrase define:
● Professional: a professional in a specialised area
● Learning: to study, to practice constantly
● Community: a group linked by common interests.
It is our collaborative effort of distributed leadership, a focus on learning, a focus on results,
and collaboration where combined knowledge and skills, translates to powerful school learning, student
learning growth and achievement.
SOCIAL and EMOTIONAL LEARNING (SEL) Day- March 11- International Celebration https://selday.org/
It is fantastic to see that research around the globe is now, more than ever, recognising the importance
of developing emotional and social literacy in children and adults, to further build an individual’s
capacity for resilience and wellbeing.

Social and Emotional Learning has also been reflected as being pivotal to improving wellbeing and
resilience, as demonstrated by the DET’s new FISO 2.0 education model and the DET’s financial
commitment to fund more mental health officers/counsellors in schools over the next three years.
We have a strong commitment to developing Social and Emotional Learning at Pinewood (SEL forms the
basis of the Personal and Social Capabilities within the Vic Curriculum) as these underpin resilience and
wellbeing in people of all ages. One of several whole school programs we use to facilitate SEL at PPS is,
‘The Resilience Project’ P-6.
On Wednesday evening, Hugh Van Cuylenburg hosted a virtual SEL
session for parents with the team from, ‘The Resilience Project’.
The presentation was recorded so that parents who couldn’t
attend at that time may like to watch the presentation at a later
date. ‘The Resilience Project’ virtual presentation was a huge
success with parents. Many thanks to Sandra McGregor for
organising this important event for our parent community.
School Council Update
School Council performs an important role in guiding the strategic direction of our school. At the
beginning of each year, members who have completed their two-year tenure can nominate for
re-election, whilst new members of our community can also nominate for election.
In our February newsletter we called for nominations for the parent category of School Council as we
had five positions vacant. We received eight nominations for five positions, therefore an election was
necessary.
Congratulations to the following nominees who were successful in gaining a position on School Council
for 2022; Sorin Ardeleanu (2 years), Debby Chiang (1 year), Dennis Duval (2 years), Geoff Hayes (2 years),
and Sheenu Sharma (2 years).

We thank Craig Armstrong, Laura Litcanu and Wei Zeng for their willingness to nominate for a School
Council position and hope you will reapply for a vacated position next year.
The School Council AGM will occur at 6.30pm on Tuesday 15th March
The new School Council will meet at 7.00pm.
Karen Jenkin
Principal
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Hi everyone,
The excitement is building and we look forward to the fun of our colour run. The children have been doing a
wonderful job of fundraising. Several students have raised over $400 each. We would encourage all students
to register on the site whether they are fundraising or not as we use the number registered in each class for
competitions, e.g. the most profiles that have been set up - sliming your teacher is the best prize.
The link to create a profile is: schoolfunrun.com.au
You can also send this link to family and friends to donate to your child’s fundraising effort.
The event will be taking place on WEDNESDAY, 30TH MARCH. Looking forward to all your profiles being on
your class page.
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Spotlight on Fabric and Cardboard Construction
The stuffed toy project in Year 6 has been enormously successful with all students developing proficiency
in blanket stitch, needle threading, securing lines and felt cutting. Pictured below are Damien and Amy of
Year 60, having carefully completed their felt creations – Fabulous Mr Fox and a Pikachu style pokemon
character. Also featured are Zoe’s squirrel and a one-eyed black monster from Jayden in 6H. The junior
school have been exploring cardboard construction, building and creating dinosaurs from paper plates.
Prep classes have been introduced to both acrylic and water colour paints in the development of their
dinosaurs and backgrounds. They explored a range of alternate mark making on paper using oil pastels and
crayons.
Years 3 and 5 are using a range of patterns to create decorative patterns on pressed tin and scratch paper
whilst Year 1 are creating fabulous dinosaur masks, decorated with textured acrylic paint.
Well done to all of our featured artists this week!
Francine Combes and Josh Barrett
Visual Art Teachers
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Throughout Week 6, the Prep’s, Grade 1’s and Grade 2’s continued to develop their fundamental motor skills.
The students rotated through another 6 stations, with a highlight being the paired activities where the students
developed their interpersonal skills through taking turns, and developing awareness of others within the PE
environment.
The grade 3’s and 4’s learnt the technique of throwing the shot-put, as well as completing hurdles and sprinting.
The grade 5 and 6’s had another great week playing in a tennis tournament. The students began in a doubles
pairing style, and then went onto a singles tournament between
themselves. A highlight of the week was how the students were
able to conduct their own games, with minimal reliance on the
teacher to intervene with any differences.
Well done.
Mr Walsh and Mr Allen.

Bonjour, Pinewood Primary School community. Find below the French words for this week, focusing on saying
our age in French as the Preps are just learning that now.
One interesting and different fact is that in French we don’t say “I am eight years old” but “I have eight years (of
age)”. Therefore, instead of saying “je suis” (I am) we say “j’ai” (I have).
I hope this explanation will help everyone remember the correct verb to use when talking about age.
Meilleurs voeux,
Madame Vinga
French Words of the Week
âge – age
Quel âge as-tu? – What is your age?
j’ai … ans – I am … years old
J’ai cinq ans.- I am five years old.
j’ai – I have
tu as – you have

il a – he has
elle a – she has
je suis – I am
tu es – you are
il est – he is
elle est – she is
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OSHClub News
OSHClub CLASS DOJO!
We are so excited for the launch of Pinewood OSHClub’s Class Dojo. This platform will allow you to view pictures
of your child and the activities they participate in while at OSHClub. You will receive an email in the coming
weeks if you have ‘allowed photo/video’ upon enrolment. Please accept the invitation to gain access to this
exciting new photo stream. Please inform the Service if you would like to now ‘allow photos/videos’ of your child
so that you too can gain access to our online sharing platform.
Science Squad – No Heat Playdough!
Last week we got to get a little messy outside when children participated in the no heat playdough experiment!
Our Science Leaders in Years 4-6 helped the younger children through each of the steps and the children also got
to choose which colour their playdough would be. The best part was that every child who participated got to
take some playdough home with them!
Statement and Payment Reminders:
Fees will be automatically debited every 2 weeks in arrears
from the bank account, VISA or MasterCard you nominated
during enrolment. Please note that if a transaction is
declined, a dishonour fee will be applied. You can view your
statements via your online account.
For account specific enquiries, please contact our Customer
Service and Billing Team on 1300 395 735 or email
oshaccounts@junioradventuresgroup.com.au. Our team are
available 9am-7pm Monday-Friday.
Make sure to book in so that your child/ren can join in on the
Moovosity fun throughout the month of March!
Paige Crane, Stephanie Voon and the OSHClub Team.
Email: pinewood@oshclub.com.au
Mobile: 0409 906

Approximately 1 in 10 children and adolescents in Australia have asthma and often there are asthma “spikes”
which can typically occur at the beginning of a school year.

Below is a checklist to ensure that if your child is an asthma sufferer, that they are prepared for the school year.
•
My child has had an annual asthma management review with their
doctor and has their Asthma Action Plan reviewed.
•
An updated Asthma Action Plan has been provided to my child’s
school.
•
My child has up to date ambulance membership.
•
My child knows how to recognise early symptoms of asthma and
knows when to seek help from staff
•
My child understands the importance of taking reliever medication
when necessary and knows how to use their puffer and spacer, either
independently or with assistance.
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK
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