17th February 2022

Principal’s Message

What’s On…...
February

Dear Parents

22nd Getting to Know You
Session P-6 (10 mins)
3.45-7.00pm
23rd Getting to Know You
Session P-6 (10 mins)
3.45-5.00pm
24th Getting to Know You
Session P-6 (10 mins)
3.45-5.00pm
25th

SDSSA Summer
Round Robin (Year 6)

March
1st

Preps attend full time

9th

Parent Information
Curriculum
Information Evening
Webex
5.00-6.00pm

14th Labour Day Public
Holiday. Children do
not attend school on
this day.
29th School Photos
30th

Colour Run - details to
be sent out soon

April
1st

SDSSA Athletic Sports

8th

Last day of Term 1
Dismissal 2.30pm
Office closes at
3.00pm

RESPECT

The first three weeks of term have been very busy at Pinewood PS as we settle
students into new classrooms and continue with our planned grounds works.
Both the development of our new ‘Sports Ground’ and the ‘Playground Amongst
the Trees’ project are progressing very well and are scheduled to be completed by
the end of term. The students are very excited at the prospect of having these
fantastic new areas to play in.
CAMPING PROGRAM 2022
We are now able to confirm the following dates for the individual year level
camps for 2022. Each year level camp will be subject to the DET School Operation
Guidelines (SOG) and requirements at the time.
•
Yr 6 Camp to be held at Camp Coonawarra, Glenaladale from Monday 28th
November to Friday 2nd December 2022 (inclusive).
•
Year 5 Camp to be conducted at Weekaway Camp, Benloch from the 12th 16th September 2022 (inclusive)
•
Year 4 Camp to be held at Camp Adanac, Yarra Junction from the 16 th -18h
May (inclusive) 2022.
•
Year 3 Camp to be held at the Phillip Island Adventure Resort from Monday
7th to Wednesday 9th November (inclusive)
SCHOOL COUNCIL
Just a reminder that School Council nomination forms have been sent to families
via the Compass portal and may also be collected from the school office.
I would like to encourage anyone who is interested to apply. I would also ask
those who are completing their term of office to consider standing again.
All nominations must be lodged at the school office by 4.00pm on Monday 21st
February 2022.
A GETTING TO KNOW YOU MEETING- Teacher/Parent/student
A reminder that we are offering parents an opportunity
to attend ‘Getting to Know You’ meetings which are
scheduled to be held on Tuesday 22, Wednesday 23
and Thursday 24 February. Bookings may be made via
the Compass Parent portal. Limited specialist teacher
appointments are also available over the three dates.
Please call the school office if you require assistance in
making a booking on Compass.
Parents and Carers are encouraged to attend to:
•
Meet their child’s teacher/s to begin an effective home/school partnership
•
Provide information to teachers regarding their child’s strengths, talents,
issues, or concerns
Information shared by parents to teachers will assist us to plan and work as
effectively as possible with you and your child throughout the year.
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OUR PREPS are off to a ‘Purrfect’ Spelling start…
Although only attending school for three weeks, our eager to learn Prep students have already
commenced the SMART Spelling Program. The Preps have been introduced to their SMART Spelling word
of the week- ‘cat’. Smart Spelling is a whole school program (Prep- Year 6), that supports the explicit and
systematic teaching of spelling. The Foundation (Prep) list has been carefully sequenced to support
beginning learners and is required to be implemented in a particular order.
Great work Preps and what wonderful looking cats too!

COVIDSafe measures extension 17 February 2022
We want to thank parents and students for the great job they have done in keeping our school as safe as
possible by following important COVIDSafe measures such as mask wearing, physical distancing,
ventilation, getting vaccinated and rapid antigen testing.
This has meant that our school has remained open and our students in class. This is a fantastic outcome
and a testament to the hard work of parents, carers, students and school staff.
Rapid antigen tests
To keep schools as safe as possible, the Victorian Government has extended the COVIDSafe measures
introduced for the beginning of Term 1. This includes extending the availability of free rapid antigen tests
(RAT) for screening until the end of term. It is anticipated an additional 24 million RATs will be provided to
schools and early childhood settings to continue to support early detection and prevent infection, for use
at home.
The need for this program will continue to be monitored, and may end earlier based on health advice. This
is great news and will mean we’re able to continue identifying COVID-19 cases as early as possible,
reducing the impact on our school and individuals.
Department of Health modelling indicates that in the first two weeks of school returning, the program has
already prevented more than 21,000 cases in schools alone. Their modelling indicates, assuming a 75 per
cent compliance rate with screening of students, that by continuing RAT screening in schools for the full
10 weeks of Term 1, we will prevent:




61,000 COVID-19 infections in children aged 5 to 17
more than 150,000 COVID-19 infections in the overall community (on average 15,000 per
week over 10 weeks, or more than 2,100 per day)
around 400 hospital admissions.

RESPECT

SELF CONFIDENCE

INTEGRITY

RESPONSIBILITY

OPTIMISM

17th February 2022

pinewood-ps.vic.edu.au
The department will continue to supply RATs to our school for your use. These will be sent home with
students as is currently happening.
Twice-a-week testing continues to be strongly recommended for both students and staff.
Testing will be conducted at home, and students and staff must report any positive result. There is no
requirement to report a negative result.
Vaccination
Vaccination is another key component to protect students and staff in school settings.
Vaccinations for children aged 5 to 11 are open and third dose vaccinations for 16 to 17 year olds are now
available.
There are lots of convenient options to access vaccinations. These include state-wide vaccination hubs,
your local GP or pharmacy.
You can book your appointment in a few different ways, including:
•
•
•
•

online: coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine
by phone: 1800 675 398 (Coronavirus Hotline)
In person: talk to your local pharmacy, doctor, or attend a state-wide vaccination hub.
using the COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic Finder - COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic Finder | Australian Government Department of Health

Following successful implementation of school pop-up clinics at the commencement of Term 1, more than
230 schools across Victoria are currently hosting mini-vaccination clinics led by GPs and pharmacists.
Many of these clinics will also make vaccinations available the broader school community, including families of students and school staff.
Ventilation
Improving ventilation is one of the most effective measures to keep education settings safe. 51,000 air
purifiers were delivered to schools by Term 1, 2022 to support COVIDSafe settings in schools.
Up to an additional 60,000 air purifiers will be rolled out to schools ahead of winter to supplement natural
and mechanical ventilation during the cooler months.
The winter allocation will provide enough purifiers to cover all classrooms, in government schools and low
-fee non-government schools based on current enrolments. This includes general purpose classrooms and
other specialist classrooms such as art and science rooms.
Mask rules will remain the same, with students in Grade 3 and above required to wear masks – although
they will not be required outdoors.
On behalf of the school, I would like to thank you again for your continued
support in helping your child to complete the rapid antigen tests and other
COVID Safe measures. As a result of these efforts our school can continue
providing a safe environment for students and staff.
Karen Jenkin
Principal
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It’s back, to celebrate being back together and to have some fun we will once again be holding our
COLOUR RUN. In 2019 this was a wonderful success and it was such a lot of fun for both the teachers
and the students. This year we will be having the Big Show which includes a giant inflatable to run
through.
Next week students will bring home sponsorship forms and a parent letter that will explain
everything. Students will need to create a profile page online and they will be able to raise money
and win prizes. Last time we raised over $13,000, let’s see if we can beat that this time.
The event will be held on WEDNESDAY, 30TH MARCH.
More information will follow over the next few weeks.
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Issue 1 is now available to order online!
** online orders only, please don't send cash to the office **
Orders close Friday 18th Feb
https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/Login.aspx
We raised over $2,700 in rewardas last year
which were put towards much needed educational resources for the school.
Contact Details - Fiona (Sienna's Mum 5M) at fionatetley@hotmail.com

Dragons, Dragons Everywhere
The first two weeks in the art room have been productive with
students continuing their dragon pieces, experimenting with pen and
ink technique, poster paint, paper collage and symmetrical cutting
techniques, silhouetted images and application of food dye through
paintbrush, straws and pipettes.
Year Six have experienced enormous success with their sewing project. Most students can now successfully
complete decorative blanket stitch and are well on their way to stuffed toy completion.
Friendly reminder: Please make sure your child comes to school with a clearly labelled art smock to protect their
uniform during art class.
Kindest regards,
Francine Combes and Josh Barrett
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Welcome everyone to the weekly PE newsletter piece!
Week 2 was a sporty week for our Pinewood Primary School students throughout all year levels!
Grades Prep – 4 all received a tennis lesson from the coaches at Glen Waverley Tennis Club (Jake and James). We
saw some great skills on display, and the students had lots of fun exploring the equipment, and learning some
basic shots including volleys and forehands. We thank the coaches from Glen Waverley Tennis Club for assisting
the PE program, which is a long running partnership with our school. Thank you Jake and James!
Grade 5 and 6 students were taught how to play Softball. Starting out with some glove familiarisation, the students then learnt about base-running and basic fielding strategies. We look forward to seeing them continue to
learn and execute their skills in their games of Softball this week!
Finally, a big reminder about our Term 1 Sunsmart policy at Pinewood Primary School. Students must wear a hat to participate in
PE, and play in the sun at lunchtime. Please remember your hats!
Mr Walsh and Mr Allen.

Bonjour, Pinewood Primary School community. The preps are starting
to learn counting in French. This week they just learnt to count to 5. It is
a good opportunity for everyone to practise counting. How far can you
go?
Remember to collect every week’s words in a little booklet and encourage your children to revise all of them regularly.

French Words of the Week

zéro – 0
un – 1
deux – 2
trois – 3
quatre – 4

Meilleures voeux,

cinq – 5

Madame Vinga

six – 6
sept – 7
huit – 8
neuf – 9
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK
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OSHClub News
OSHClub Kids Clubs:
OSHClub Kids Clubs are back up and running during
After School Care with one specialised club per day
being run. Permanent educators and children from
Years 4-6 take great pride in leading their Club
activities each week and we have a seen a growing
number of children participating over the last couple
of weeks. Keep your eyes peeled over the coming
weeks as we will be introducing another Project
Fomo Club into our OSHCLUB Program!
‘More Fun Than’ OSHClub Competition for Families!
Throughout Term 1, OSHClub is running a
competition for the chance to WIN FREE Before and
After School Care for Term 2, 2022. The competition
will be running until the 7th of April 2022. Three
lucky families in Victoria will win free before and
after school care for Term 2, 2022 according to the
permanent bookings that they have made for their
child in Term 1!
Booking Reminders:
Once your child has been enrolled at Pinewood OSHClub, you can manage your bookings with ease
online, via your iParent-Portal, or via the Kidsoft app
that you can download to your phone. Bookings can
be made online or via the app at any time up to 24
hours before the session being booked commences.
To make bookings after this time, please contact us
directly via our email or mobile. Late bookings will
incur an additional $4.00 fee. You may call or text
the Service mobile to make bookings at any time.
Please ensure you contact the Service to make
bookings no later than 2pm the same day.
Look out for our “More Fun Than” OSHClub
Competition Flyer with more information further
along in the Newsletter. Have a great week
everyone!

Paige Crane, Stephanie Voon and the OSHClub
Team.
Email: pinewood@oshclub.com.au
Mobile: 0409 906 462
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