3rd February 2022

Principal’s Message

What’s On…...

Dear Parents
WELCOME BACK
Welcome back to school everyone, particularly to our new students and their
families. Our new Preps have made a great start to their time at Pinewood.

February
22nd Getting to Know You
Session P-6 (10 mins)
3.45-7.20pm
23rd Getting to Know You
Session P-6 (10 mins)
3.45-5.00pm
24th Getting to Know You
Session P-6 (10 mins)
3.45-5.00pm

March
1st

Preps attend full time

9th

Parent Information
Curriculum Information
Evening Webex
5.00-6.00pm

14th Labour Day Public
Holiday. Children do
not attend school on
this day.
29th School Photos
April
8th

Last day of Term 1
Dismissal 2.30pm
Office closes at 3.00pm
END OF TERM 1

STUDENT LEADERS for 2022
The new student leaders for 2022 were announced at our final assembly at the
end of last year. The students will be presented with their leadership badges at a
special presentation assembly at a date to be confirmed. Congratulations to the
following YR 6 students for gaining leadership positions for 2022.
SCHOOL CAPTAINS
Aarkin S 6A
Ira R 6O

SPORTS CAPTAINS
Arjun A 6A
Zara F 6O

SCHOOL VICE CAPTAINS
Ajayan (Aj) S 6L
Saina M 6A

ART CAPTAINS
Eelen Y 6T
Chloe F 6T
Kaylee C 6T
Miranda K 6T
Madeleine M 6A
Le V B 6A

HOUSE CAPTAINS
COOK (Red)
Meesha G 6H
Aryan A 6T
DAMPIER (Green)
Charla H 6O
Shanil P 6T

MUSIC CAPTAINS
Jiya J 6T
Adrianna O 6L

FLINDERS (Blue)
Samaaya G 6H
Nilavan T 6T

ENVIRONMENT CAPTAINS
Lucinda S 6A
Mia D 6O
Elise S 6H

STURT (Yellow)
Kylah K 6H
Jesse S 6T
LIBRARY CAPTAINS
Michelle Y 6O
Michelle W 6A
Queenie S 6A
Anahita O 6T
Dahamsa D 6H

FRENCH CAPTAINS
Adithya A 6H
Rhea K 6T
Julien Z 6H
WELL BEING CAPTAINS
Alisha C 6L
Jessica Q 6O
Madison R 6O

TECHNOLOGY CAPTAINS
Colin T 6A
Dylan S 6A
Sarujan S 6H
Sarani W 6L
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TO ENTER THE SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION/OFFFICE AREA
We request that parents/carers please use the QR code provided and then push the button
labelled ‘doorbell’. Administration staff will come to the door. Parents/carers/visitors will need to show
proof of vaccination to enter the school building.
NEW STAFF
Special welcome to our new staff members- Courtney Morrison (Prep), Maria Athanasopoulos (Yr2), Buj
Marriot (Yr2), Olivia Leontiades (Yr2), Justine Tang (Yr4), Maddi Lumby (Yr 6), Liz O’Meara (Yr6), Gareth
Taylor (Music), John Koudounis (Music), Luke Allen (PE) and welcome back Helen Crockett (Yr5).
FAREWELL
We say farewell to Greg Tate (for 12 months) as he has decided to make a ‘Tree Change’ and has accepted a
STEM position in Gippsland- (Hazelwood North PS and Glen Garry PS, near Maffra). Sarah Pereira will
become the STEM teacher for 2022.
Linda Hayden has officially retired from the Education Department. We thank Linda for her outstanding
contribution to the learning and wellbeing of students at our School.
COLC- Creating Our Learning Community -2022
The first week of the school year has commenced with students participating in the program, ‘Creating Our
Learning Community (COLC) for 2022’. The students are really enjoying participating in the engaging
activities planned for them by class teachers. The COLC program assists students with settling into their new
classes, making new friends and the building of a great teaching, and learning environment.
This inclusive program is designed to build on the Victorian Curriculum learning areas of Humanities, Civics
and Citizenship, History, English, and the Arts, Critical and Creative Thinking, and Personal and Social
Capabilities. The COLC program supports the implementation of the ‘PERMA +’ model, underpinning our
‘whole school’ approach to wellbeing at Pinewood PS.

TEACHER COMMUNICATION TOOL – SEESAW will continue to be the whole school communication tool for
parent/teacher communication. Seesaw will be used across all year levels.
COMMUNICATION with PARENTS and CARERS
Our school Newsletter is produced each Thursday and distributed to families electronically via Compass. It
can be viewed on our website. Hard copies of the newsletter will be available from the school administration
office. Compass is our major method of communication with parents. Please ensure that you check
notifications and information via Compass regularly and you have your correct login details. Please contact
our school office with any problems or concerns.
JANUARY SCHOOL BUILDINGS WORKS
Over the January break carpets in classrooms were steam cleaned, all windows have been cleaned internally
and externally, and new furniture and TV’s have arrived for some classrooms.
The Hall floor has been resurfaced and roofing works have been completed. The new Sports Ground
development is scheduled to commence on Wednesday 2nd February, and the new Playground Amongst the
Trees commenced construction on 31st January.
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STUDENT/PARENT/TEACHER- Getting to know you Interviews
Three Way (discussions) Student/Parent/Teacher will be taking place on Tuesday 22nd February between 3.45
-7.00pm, Wednesday 23rd February and Thursday 24th February between 3.45-5.00 .
We are offering families an opportunity to participate in a 3-Way Conference (parent/teacher and student) via
the Webex platform. Each student is encouraged to participate in the conference, celebrate their learning
journey, and identify their personal learning goals with their parent/s and/or carer.
CURRICULUM INFORMATION EVENING
We hold parent curriculum information sessions in Term 1 for each year level. This year Curriculum
Information sessions are scheduled for Wednesday 9th March. Due to the current DET adult density
restrictions on-site, we will be conducting the sessions via Webex 5.00pm-6.00pm. Each year level session will
be recorded for parents to access later if unable to attend the initial session. Parents will be informed of the
Webex link via class Seesaw communication closer to the date.
EXTREME WEATHER
We have a comprehensive set of procedures in place for when the weather is very hot or extreme. Students
are brought inside to the classrooms at recess and lunch times during periods of ‘wild’, wet, or very hot
weather as we have air conditioning throughout our school. For example, whenever the weather is
particularly hot (at 34 degrees) we hold a “hot day timetable” where the students stay inside in airconditioned comfort during lunchtime. We also encourage all students to drink water and to have a plastic,
not glass, water bottle with them in class.
Our school has invested in, and maintains, air conditioners in every classroom and other areas, including the
specialist rooms, library, FLS areas and the Hall.
Please remember that school broad brimmed or legionnaire’s hats need to be worn when students are
playing outside and during PE classes when conducted outside. The use of sunscreen is encouraged.
It is important to pack foods in lunchboxes that will not ‘go off’ in hot weather. We
recommend that children do not bring cold meats and cheese on very hot days – even food in
a lunch box that includes an ice pack can deteriorate quickly and become unsafe to eat.
Fresh fruit is always a good choice as students are permitted to snack on fruit and vegetables
during class times or at 10.00am for short ‘brain food’ breaks.
IMPORTANT INFORMATION—STUDENT ACCIDENT & PRIVATE PROPERTY INSURANCE
The Department of Education and Training (DET), and government schools do not provide personal accident
insurance for students. Parents and guardians are generally responsible for paying the cost of medical
treatment for injured students, including any transport costs. Reasonable low-cost accident insurance policies
are available from the commercial insurance sector. The Department of Education and Training also does not
hold insurance, nor does it accept responsibility for private property brought to school by students, staff, and
visitors. Students are advised not to bring any unnecessary or particularly valuable items to school and are not
allowed to bring any electronic toys and games to school.
SCHOOLS’ PRIVACY REMINDER for 2022
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard school
functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy.
Please take time to remind yourself of our school’s collection notice, found on our website on the Curriculum
and Policies page.
For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ Privacy Policy — information for parents. This
information is also available in ten community languages:
*Amharic
*Somali
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*Urdu

*Mandarin
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SAFE DRIVING
Please remember that speed restrictions in School
Zones are now back in place and parking and nostanding restrictions around the school need to be
observed. These regulations are enforced by the
City of Monash.

DRIVING and PARKING AROUND OUR SCHOOL
Parents are reminded to drive with the extreme care and caution around the school.
This week, several parents were contacted by authorities for making a U turn on the Pinewood Drive School
crossing itself- this is a very dangerous driving practice and potentially compromises the safety of children.
How can you help?
a. Find a safe spot - Make sure you find a safe place to drop your children, away from the main road. Please
ensure that they cross at a designated school crossing.
b. Plan your day – Arrive early to beat the traffic. Avoid the need to rush off and be stressed out.
c. Be patient – Everyone is in a hurry just as you are, be patient and wait for others to move.
d. Drive safely – Be extra cautious and look out for children crossing the road; especially when you are
reversing your car (remember to check your rear-view mirror before you reverse).
e. Look out for others – Show you care and watch out for others where possible to keep the school a safer
place.
f. Show and tell– Teach your children to be careful when exiting the vehicle, including watching out for
oncoming cars and for cars parked in the neighbouring lot.
g. Obey the road rules and Parking time limits – Drive within the speed limit and park in the designated
areas. Please be considerate of others.
Karen Jenkin
Principal

A note from the Health Centre

If your child is Asthmatic, has an allergy or
Anaphylaxis,
we ask that you provide the
school with your child's current
action plan.
Please feel free to contact Nurse
Bron between 10.30am—3.00pm
8847 3205 if you have any
questions.
RESPECT

SELF CONFIDENCE

INTEGRITY

RESPONSIBILITY

OPTIMISM

3rd February 2022

pinewood-ps.vic.edu.au

2022 Term Dates
Term 1

Friday 28 January

Friday 8 April

Term 2

Tuesday 26 April

Friday 24 June

Term 3

Monday 11 July

Friday 16
September

Term 4

Monday 3 October

Tuesday
17 December

OSHClub News
Welcome to 2022 at OSHClub!
Dear all OSHClub families,
We would like to give a big welcome to all of you and we hope you and your children are looking forward
to the new 2022 school year as much as we are! We are delighted to already see so many new Prep
children enrolled at OSHC and some new/regular smiling faces returning throughout the week.
Holiday Program Recap:
Holiday Program in January was a blast! We were lucky enough to enjoy two Incursions with a visit from
Fit Kidz Archery and a day of drama activities during our Theatrical Workshop. With warm weather came
days that included fun water activities, homemade frozen yoghurt pops and bike riding all around the
school! All the children had a wonderful day on our only Excursion when we paid a visit to some very
hungry animals on our trip to Chesterfield Farm.
Enrolments:
Enrolling with OSHClub is easy and completely
free! Just head to our website oshclub.com.au
and click on the ‘Join OSHClub’ link to begin the
process. Completing an enrolment online
should only take up to half an hour. Please
make sure to fill in every section/question as
we can only confirm an enrolment if all child
information and emergency contacts are there.
Your child’s enrolment will then be confirmed
via email and you will receive a link allowing
you to start making bookings for OSHClub
sessions.
We hope everyone is enjoying their first week
back at school!
Paige Crane, Stephanie Voon and the OSHClub Team.
Email: pinewood@oshclub.com.au
Mobile: 0409 906 462
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Issue 1 is now available to order online!
** online orders only, please don't sent cash to the office **
Orders close Friday 18th Feb
https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/Login.aspx
We raised over $2,700 in rewardas last year
which were put towards much needed educational resources for the school.
Contact Details - Fiona (Sienna's Mum 5M) at fionatetley@hotmail.com
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THE CAMPS, SPORTS and EXCURSION FUND
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) provides payments for eligible students to attend activities like:
· school camps or trips
· swimming and school-organised sport programs
· outdoor education programs, excursions and incursions.
On the first day of Term One (28 January 2022) or the first day of Term Two (26 April 2022), a parent or legal
guardian of a student must:
· be an eligible beneficiary of one of these cards: Veterans Affairs Gold Card Centrelink Health Care Card
Pensioner Concession Card
· OR they must be a temporary foster parent
· OR the student is 16 years or older and holds a valid concession card (such as a Youth Allowance Health
Care Card)
· AND the parent or legal guardian must submit an application by the due date.
Parents who receive a carer allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not income tested
by Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with the above.
Eligibility will be determined when the parent’s concession card successfully validates with Centrelink on either
the first day of term one or term two.
School is compulsory for all Victorian children aged between six and 17 years of age. CSEF is not payable to
students attending pre-school, kindergarten, TAFE or who are home schooled.
Payments are: $125 per year for eligible primary school students.
If you applied last year, you do not need to fill out a new form as the application will be rolled over and
automatically verified by Centrelink. CSEF forms are available from the school office.

HEALTHY,
AFFORDABLE LUNCHES
DELIVERED FRESH TO
PINEWOOD PRIMARY SCHOOL
AVAILABLE MONDAY TO FRIDAY
(Unavailable Tuesday)
Our Menu offers either a 2 or 3 Course
Lunch with 15 choices available for each
course each day!
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE
www.classroomcuisine.com.au
Orders are received by our customer
friendly website until 8.30am the day the
lunch is required.
Email: contact@classroomcuisine.com.au
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Dear School Community, Mademoiselle Mahony and I are very excited to be back with our French program. It
is revision time, so this week we are revisiting greetings and basic words. Encourage your children to practise
for a few minutes, 2-4 times per week. The research says that frequency of recollection is the key in language
acquisition.
This year we continue to subscribe to Languagenut for years 2-6 and Linguascope for Prep – 6. We are in the
process of setting up Languagenut and we will give the students their individual login details soon. Linguascope
is ready to be used by those who are familiar with the program. Here are the login details:
www.linguascope.com
Username : pinewoodps
*Please see Madame Vinga for the password
Meilleurs voeux,
Madame Vinga
Bonjour - Good morning/ Good day
Au revoir – Goodbye
À bientôt – See you soon
Je m’appelle… – my name is ….
Madame - Mrs
Mademoiselle - Miss
Monsieur – Mr
Et toi? – And you?
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