16th December 2021

Principal’s Message
Dear Parents,
Thank you for your support again this year in what has been an extremely challenging
year for everyone.
The school is planning for students to have the fullest possible educational experience in
2022, including school-based activities, excursions/incursions and camps, as per usual. Of
course, our priority is to keep students, staff, and the community safe, so we will always
comply with the DET School Operating Guidelines.
Depending on COVID conditions in a school and its broader community, the DET and
Health Department advise may restrict a school in what activities the school can run, and when. Due to ongoing
COVID Lockdown periods occurring throughout this year, the requirement of schools to return to onsite learning in
staggered starts, and in prioritising safety, many of our planned 2021 student activities were impacted.
We have done incredibly well at Pinewood PS to remain open over the last five weeks, with our students not having
to go into more long periods of remote learning and social isolation, (due to the spread of COVID cases), but rather
remaining onsite during the remainder of term 4.
I wish you all a very happy and safe holiday season and look forward with hope, to a more stable 2022.
YEAR 6 GRADUATION FAREWELL TO OUR YEAR 6 STUDENTS
On Monday evening, we conducted our Year 6 Graduation ceremony at
Pinewood Primary School. It was a wonderful evening of celebration, dance,
acknowledgements, speeches, and even a few parting tears. The formalities
were followed by an outdoor disco, which students inform me was the best
part of the celebration!
Thank you to our Year 6 teachers, Clay, Moui, Tania and Troy and the staff who supported the students on the
evening, ensuring such a successful and well organised celebration.
Many thanks also to our School Council President, Mr Dennis Duval, for his inspiring speech and contribution to the
success of the evening.
Congratulations, again, to our 2021 Year 6 students for being such wonderful senior school leaders and role
models. We are all very proud of you!
Well done and best wishes for your secondary school education. Remember to come back and visit us when you
can.
SCHOOL CAPTAINS 2022
Congratulations to 2022 Year 6 School Captains (names announced at tomorrow’s
assembly). We wish to acknowledge all students who applied for the school captain
role in writing applications and sitting interviews. Whilst we understand the feeling of
disappointment for the students who were not appointed to the school captain role,
we believe they have demonstrated great resilience and have learnt valuable life
lessons. We applaud their effort and maturity. Congratulations also to students who
have been successful in gaining other captaincy roles at the school for 2022 in
specialist areas or house captains. These will also be announced at assembly on
Friday.
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STAFFING POSITIONS 2022
Our staffing structure for 2022 is now completed and attached below. The students participated in our
‘Walk Up’ session today, where they spent time in their new classroom for 2022 and met their 2022
teacher and classmates. It was fantastic to have our 2022 Preps participate in their own ‘Walk Up’ at the
school this morning and meet their new teacher and classmates too. Reminder - The Semester 2,
Student Reports will be released this afternoon via the Compass system.
Please note the Class/Specialist Teachers for 2022
PREP C
PREP D
PREP G
PREP J
PREP K
PREP M
PREP S
1D
1E
1H
1K
1V
2A
2B
2K
2L
2M
2O
3H
3P
3S
3T
3U
4B
4F
4H
4J
4M
4T

Catriona Cowie
Delani Cruse
Charlotte Gray
Julia Coutselinis
Maria Kovas
Courtney Morrison
Jess Sexton
Nadia De Gregorio
Erin Houston
Sophie Haye
Roula Konidaris
James Verde
Maria Athanasopoulos
Buj Marriott
Kathryn Bleechmore
Olivia Leontiades
Wendy Mann
Olivia Adcock
Jon Harvey
Faye Park
Georgia Stephenson
Aaron Tait
Moui Ung
Rick Byron
Jenny Falconer
Tracy Hobson
Justine Tang
Sophie Miteff
Troy Hartigan

5D
5J
5M
5P
5T
6A
6H
6L
6O
6T
ART
ART
FRENCH
FRENCH
MUSIC
MUSIC
PHYS ED
PHYS ED
STEM
STEM
RR
EAL
EAL
TLI
TLI
EXT PROG

Rochelle D'Cruze
Jonathan Anderson
Katelyn Marshall
Sarah Pereira
Tara Duketis
Trent Asquith
Tania Hamamen
Maddi Lumby
Liz O'Meara
Clay Tait
Francine Combes
Josh Barrett
Ramona Vinga
Jackie Mahony
Gareth Taylor
John Koudounis
Nathan Walsh
Luke Allen
Greg Tate
Bernie Wong
Helen Dent
Melanie Pryce
Hayley Wilson
Robyn Russell
Helen Crockett
Angela Katsos

THANK YOU TO SCHOOL COUNCIL
Thank you to our dedicated team of School Council members, Dennis Duval, Mark Rogers, Ray Wei, Kylie
Phillips, Sorin Ardeleanu, Aaron Gillett, Geoff Hayes, Asher Newton, Trent Asquith, Sandra McGregor,
and Andrew Thomas for your valued service to our school in 2021.
This year we say farewell to Mrs Kylie Phillips. Kylie has made valuable contributions to both School
Council and the Parents Club during her time at Pinewood. Many thanks Kylie from the PPS community.
The School Council conducted its final WebEx meeting for 2021 on Tuesday evening. As part of the
December meeting, our School Council President, (Mr Dennis Duval), presented the following President’s
Report to School Council. I have been asked to share I the report with the school community.
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School Council President’s Report
Tuesday 14 December 2021
Dear Pinewood Primary School Councillors & Staff,
As our school year draws to a close and we reflect upon the year gone by, 2021 has presented us with
another challenging year. Numerous lockdowns meaning a majority of our School Council meetings had
to be conducted via WebEx, which precluded our usual face to face meetings.
The pandemic has presented a number of challenges to teaching once again. On behalf of the school
council, I would like to extend our sincere gratitude to the Pinewood Primary School teaching and
support staff for the successful and safe navigation of repeated and extended lockdowns. This ensured
the continuity of learning and development of our students.
The ability to pivot was exemplified more recently with the Grade 6 Graduation moving quickly from the
planned indoor Graduation to an outdoor event, to provide a COVID safe environment. This enabled the
Grade 6 students, their parents, and the teachers to have a well-deserved celebration of the final year.
Congratulations to the staff involved, pulling together the event at the last minute was extraordinary. It
was a great event, one that I was fortunate to be part of and the broad feedback from the parents is it
was a great event, the kids had a great time!!
Whilst 2021 has made it difficult to get a number of infrastructure improvements underway we are well
on the way to delivering some key enhancements that will make a great school even better. With the
school’s relentless approach to continuous improvement, it has seen the school’s reputation continue to
attract families to the area.
Some key improvements initiated in 2021 and due for completion in 2022 will be:
An additional portable to cater for the continuing growth of the school
School oval redevelopment, resurfacing of the entire school oval with a synthetic state of the art surface
Playground amongst the trees, an additional playground with design input from the students
Shade sails over the small synthetic grass court near the library
Solar panels to improve the school’s focus on sustainability.
Special thanks should also be mentioned to Kylie Phillips for her time on council. Wishing you the best as
we farewell you from Pinewood Primary School.
In closing out the 2021 school year, I would like to thank all the members of the Pinewood Primary
School Council, Principal Karen Jenkin and Assistant Principal Andrew Thomas, staff, parents and student
members for your commitment and time. Your efforts and support have been tremendously
appreciated. I look forward to continuing working with the Pinewood Primary School Council in 2022.
Regards,
Dennis Duval
School Council President
Pinewood Primary School

PARENTS CLUB
Our wonderful Parents Club had many events planned for 2021. Unfortunately, this year’s timetabled
events were derailed significantly by long periods of time off-site. On behalf of our school community, I
wish to thank members of the Parents Club for their enthusiasm and commitment to the fundraising
aspect of the school. Hopefully, next year will provide more opportunities for the planned events to
occur.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank two exiting parents, for their years of dedicated service to
the school and their involvement in Parents Club - ‘Desi Bablis and Koula Giannakis’.
As their last children move on to Secondary College in 2022, we acknowledge the years of fundraising
and hard work you both have done for the school and in such good spirit. It is very much appreciated you will both be missed!
I would also like to acknowledge the commitment and professional expertise of all our staff and thank
them for another wonderful year at Pinewood PS.
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END OF 2021 SCHOOL YEAR
Students will be dismissed at 2.30pm on Friday 17 December 2021.
Start of the 2022 School Year:
•
Staff return to school on Friday 28 January 2022.
•
Students in all year levels from Prep to Year 6 will commence school on Monday 31 January 2022.
Our Prep students will have a staggered start on their first day of school.
I wish you all a very safe and happy holiday session and look forward to seeing everyone in 2022.
Karen Jenkin
Principal

Bonjour, Pinewood Primary School community. What a fantastic year of French learning! Thank you for
your support throughout the year. I wish you and your families a wonderful festive season and a good
and prosperous 2022.
Enjoy the French posters advertising food and drink items, created by some students in years 3 and 4.
Bonnes vacances ! Joyeux Noël ! Bonne Année !
Madame Vinga

French Words of the Week

Joyeux Noël – Merry Christmas

Bonne année – Happy New Year
Bonnes vacances – Have a good holiday
Bon voyage – Have a good trip
santé – good health
prospérité – prosperity
bonheur - happiness
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Colours
Day!
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Club
News
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OSHClub News
Last Week of the Year!
Wow, this year has flown by! We have had such a wonderful year at OSHClub, with new Educators, new
children and new programs and Frameworks implemented throughout the year. We appreciate all of the
support you have given us at OSHClub and we adore all of your children. We can’t wait to start back up
again next year with a new set of Prep children and hopefully many of our regular children returning.
Enjoy your Christmas/Summer breaks and enjoy some well-deserved holidays, family time and relaxation.
Incursions & Excursions:
Holiday Program incursions and excursions are back on this Summer and we can’t wait! Incursions and
Excursions accompanying our program these school holidays may incur an additional fee. These vary
based on activity and may be subject to change. Remember to book in quick as sometimes we must cut off
bookings for excursion days!
Child Run Clubs/Stores:
Last week we had many of our children open their own
clubs and stores for our other children to enjoy! We had
Lego Club, Drawing Club, Yoga Classes, an Origami Shop and
a Braided Bracelet Store. Pictured to the right is the
beginning of a Dance Studio run by two of our junior girls!
Have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year everyone!
Paige Crane, Stephanie Voon and the OSHClub Team.
Email: pinewood@oshclub.com.au
Mobile: 0409 906 462
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