9th December 2021

Principal’s Message
Dear Parents,
Our final school assembly for 2021 will be conducted on Friday 17th December
at 9.30am via the Webex link which will be sent via Compass. Hoping to see all
available families there.

‘BRIGHT COLOURS’ FREE DRESS DAY TOMORROW-FRIDAY 10TH DECEMBER
‘Bright Colours’ free dress day tomorrow- if you wish to, you may like to make a gold coin donation to Parents Club
towards this year’s fund raising.
THE VIRTUAL ART SHOW 2021
The 2021 Pinewood Primary School Virtual Art Show has been released!
I’m sure you will join with me when I say ‘Congratulations’ to everyone of our students. Each student has a piece of
work in the virtual show which is based on a children’s literature theme. We are very proud of the student’s
contributions and we hope you enjoy the virtual Art Show experience. Congratulations to Ms Fran Combes and Mrs
Hayley Wilson (our resident Art Teachers) on providing a sensational Art Program for the students encouraging
them to flourish and produce this wonderful exhibition.
https://sites.google.com/view/pinewoodpsartshow2021
FRENCH LANGUAGE AWARDS
I would like to acknowledge the wonderful work of Madam Vinga and Madam Mahony, our French teachers, and
our many talented students with their wonderful progress in learning the French language. Our students have
participated in three interschool French competitions this year, winning a total of 18 awards. Several year 5
students attended the Honorary Consul of France in Melbourne, to receive our school awards - Congratulations to
all participating students! (Please see the ‘French News’ section of the newsletter for more details).
CURRICULUM CONTRIBUTIONS
Curriculum contributions for 2022 will be accessible for payment via Compass from early January 2022.
In 2022 there will be no individual student bags delivered but rather all student supplies will be distributed in bulk
to each classroom in readiness for the 2022 school year to commence.
THANK YOU…..
As we approach the finish line of the 2021 school year, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for what
has been another extraordinary year. We (the staff of PPS) are incredibly proud of ALL community members and
our collective, tremendous efforts in supporting one another through the remarkable challenges that 2021 has
presented.
To our students, the word proud doesn’t seem to cut it!
We applaud you and thank you for your resilience, your commitment to learning, and
responsibility in embracing the ongoing challenges of remote and flexible learning. There
are no children in history that have endured such a challenge in their educational journey,
and we have no doubt that you have learnt life lessons that will continue to serve you and
inspire your identity and education for years to come.
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To our Parents, thank you for your partnership and for stepping up as incredible
teachers again this year. The way that you have balanced your personal and
professional responsibilities to work in partnership with us in supporting your
child/ren - our students has been utterly remarkable. We know that it hasn't been
easy, however it was certainly worth the tireless effort and energy. We couldn’t
have done it without your unwavering commitment to your children and we
appreciate you immensely.
To our Educational Support Staff in the office and school nurse, your dedication to
the students and adults of Pinewood is much appreciated. The way you offer support, encouragement,
and compassion in answering the phones, greetings families at the doors, caring for children, staff, and
parents, processing payments, providing devices and basically ensuring that the engine room of Pinewood PS runs smoothly is an invaluable asset to the Pinewood PS
community. We thank you.
To our Educational Support Aides, in digital technology and the classrooms, your focus on supporting our
students and staff throughout the peaks and troughs of 2021’s remote learning and once back on site
has been inspiring. The learning and wellbeing support that you provide is truly appreciated by students,
parents and teachers and has been a special highlight this year. You are much appreciated.
To our Teachers, the absolute champions of 2021. How do we begin to thank you for your awe-inspiring
efforts this year? Time and time again, day in and day out, you have put on a brave face, and greeted
your students with a smile through a screen (or onsite) and in doing so, have provided hope, comfort,
support, and care to our students. You have gone above and beyond to support and engage your
students, through your morning check-ins, engaging lessons, tremendous instructional videos and
nurturing the special relationships that you have built which took our students from strength to
strength. You inspired connection, compassion, empathy and understanding and you have supported
our students to thrive as learners and as people.
To the School Improvement Team (Andrew Thomas - Assistant Principal, Leading Teacher’s, Helen Dent
and Sandra McGregor, and Learning Specialists; Jonathan Anderson, Georgia Stephenson, Jess Sexton
and Trent Asquith) - thank you for your courageous leadership in focusing on the wellbeing and learning
of all Pinewood Primary School community members throughout the marathon that has been 2021. For
every decision, meeting, phone call, email, timetable, smile...we thank you.
Our leadership team has certainly demonstrated the power of the Pinewood values and have worked
tirelessly to give support to staff and enhance students’ opportunities and choices in learning. We
understand that the strong culture that exists at Pinewood Primary School does not occur by accident,
instead by a collective sense of moral purpose and collective efficacy. We have well and truly lived our
mission of empowering all students to learn at high levels, to become independent, successful, lifelong
learners. We are proud of each and every one of our community members and look forward to
welcoming you back in 2022 for a great year of learning.
MANY THANKS TO OUR CROSSING SUPERVISORS
On behalf of the Pinewood PS Community, I would like to thank our
dedicated crossing supervisors, Lance and Afaf, for the important
role they play each day, in helping our students’ cross busy roads,
safely. Our crossing supervisors will be working at the earlier time
(from 2.30) on Friday 17th December, to support the school and
ensure our children are able to crossroads safely.
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2021 STUDENT REPORTS
The much anticipated 2021, Semester 2 Student Reports, will be available to parents/carers via
Compass from 3:45pm on Thursday 16 December. We encourage all parents to read the
Reports with your child and reflect on their learning achievements in Semester 2, 2021.
Throughout the year the Department of Education and Training (DET) have adjusted the
expectations associated with student reports, in recognition of the long periods of remote and
flexible learning undertaken by students. Whilst the Semester Two report will document
progression points in core learning undertaken by students, they are not mandated across all
areas this year. Consequently, each student report will also include a short summary and
explanation of the various components.
We would also like to take this opportunity to address student growth within the context of 2021. It is
our aim for each child to make at least 12 months growth within a school year, yet we know that all
children learn at different rates throughout their primary school years, resulting in some students
making more than 12 months growth within a year, and others needing extra time to consolidate their
learning. The 2021 school year is no exception to this phenomenon. We are immensely proud of our
students’ achievements this year and congratulate each one of them on their adaptability and focus,
during what has been an extremely challenging time. This year, the 2021 Student Report will also contain
the name of the individual students 2022 class teacher.
WALK UP—TRANSTION PROGRAM FOR 2022 CLASSES
On Thursday 16th December students will be provided with the opportunity of spending time in their
2022 classroom with their new teacher and classmates. The new teachers to Pinewood PS for 2022 will
also be attending the ‘Walk Up’. This experience helps to frontload the students about who their teacher
would be, where their new classroom will be and meet their classmates for next year, allowing them to
begin and/or consolidate already formed relationships before the school holiday period.
FAREWELLS
As the end of the year draws to a close, we say farewell to the following staff who are moving to new
schools. We thank each teacher for their contribution to our students’ learning growth, the school and
community and look forward to them visiting Pinewood PS when ever they can. We wish them all the
best for 2022 and beyond.
Alyssa Godino- Oakleigh South PS
Peta Mayall- Lighthouse Christian College
Brooke Latham- Barton PS
Armann Kumruyan- Old Orchard PS
Lydia Lim- Ruskin Park PS
Simon Grant- Yarra Valley Grammar School
Tom Hatjidimitriu-Burwood East PS
END of 2021 SCHOOL YEAR
Students will be dismissed at 2.30pm on Friday 17 December 2021.
Start of the 2022 School Year:
Staff return to school on Friday 28 January 2022.
Students in all year levels from Prep to Year 6 will commence school on
Monday 31 January 2022.
LIBRARY BOOKS
Our Prep students will have a staggered start on their first day of school. Anyone who has not returned
his or her loans to the library
Karen Jenkin
as yet, please do so tomorrow.
Principal
Thank you Linda Hayden
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We are pleased to unveil some of the amazing skateboard designs created by our Year 6 graduates. What a
brilliant job they have done to complete such fabulous, striking images in challenging times. The project was
started before lockdown and completed back at school. I’m so proud of the continued achievements of our
departing Year Six group and their ability to be creative and expressive throughout these times. We wish them
every luck for continued creative efforts moving into the future. Good luck and farewell from the Art Department.
We are enormously proud to finally unveil our Virtual Art Show. The link may be viewed on all devices and can also
be shared via phone for portability. We hope you enjoy the work the students have presented this year; they will
be enormously excited to share it with you.
Finally a big thank you to all our parents and to the parents who had previously volunteered to help hang the art
show had it been on site. Whilst we didn’t quite get there this year, the students’ efforts will be shared via our
web page at the following link: https://sites.google.com/view/pinewoodpsartshow2021
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Australasian Problem Solving Mathematical Olympiads 2021

The Math Olympiad is an annual competition in which teams from primary schools (Junior Division)
and secondary schools (Senior Division) across Australia and New Zealand, compete in a series of
mathematical problem solving challenges. In 2021 over 70 000 students participated in the program
and a number of students from our senior grades represented Pinewood PS.
I am very pleased to announce that the Pinewood team performed exceptionally well this year
scoring in the top 10% for VIC, ACT & New Zealand. I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate all participants for their amazing efforts.
A special acknowledgement also goes out to Julien Z from year 5 for achieving a perfect score and
making the Honour’s Roll in his division.
Here are the results for our school:
Top 10% achievers
Yashane M
Rishitha R
Derek Z
Scarlett Z
Sobash M
Rayvon P
Eigo S
Aniket K
Malhar V
Samuel D
Alex X
Top 20% achievers
Hayden T
Seohee A
Joshua W
Noah L
Jimmy L
Jessica Q

Year 6
Year 6
Year 6
Year 6
Year 6
Year 6
Year 6
Year 6
Year 6
Year 5
Year 5
Year 6
Year 6
Year 5
Year 5
Year 5
Year 5

Well done to our talented and dedicated Pinewood Olympiads!!
Angela Katsos
(Maths Olympiad Coordinator)
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Bonjour, Pinewood Primary School community! This week I would like to acknowledge the work of
our students who participated in three interschool French competitions this year, winning a total of
18 awards, 4 French books and stationery packs and a total of $ 1,150 in gift vouchers.
Due to multiple restrictions, the award ceremony has been postponed a few times. Finally, on
Tuesday 7 December Minuthi and Saina in year 5 and I attended the award ceremony at the Honorary
Consulate of France. Unfortunately, the awarded year six students could not be present as they were
attending the transition program at their next year’s secondary schools.
Minuthi, Saina and I were very proud when the name of our school was called multiple times to
receive the different awards and prizes from Madame Myriam Boisbouvier-Wylie- Honorary Consul
of France in Melbourne and Professor Véronique Duché- Chair in French- Language and LinguisticsUniversity of Melbourne. Our year 5 students were the youngest attendees of the ceremony and
enjoyed being congratulated and complimented by the teachers and students from the other
awarded schools. I would also like to mention that we enjoyed the fancy morning tea provided by the
Honorary French Consulate. A remarkable presence in the audience was Madame Anne-Sophie PinkDirector of Studies at Alliance Française who spoke to our students and congratulated them.
Summary of the awards:
Francophonie Video Competition
1st prize was won by the following students in Year 6: Anna, Annie, Rishita and Mitchell D
with a video about Haiti.
Bastille Day Video Competition
1st prize was won by Annie, Anna and Rishita in Year 6 with a video about Napoléon
Bonaparte.
nd
2 prize was won by Saina, Minuthi – Year 5 and Mitchell D – Year 6 with a video about
Marie Antoinette.
PowerPoint Competition ‘French For a Day’
1st prize – Jiya – 5A
2nd prize – Julien – 5D
3rd prize – Adithya and Nithin – 5A
3rd prize – Dahamsa and Rosabel – 5T
3rd prize – Tianyi and Queenie – 5M
Félicitations (congratulations) to the awarded students. I hope they will enjoy their prizes and gift
vouchers. I also hope that you will enjoy the collage of photos from the award ceremony.
Meilleurs voeux,
Madame Vinga
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK
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Parents
Club
News
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OSHClub News
The Ultimate Playdate!
We have the ultimate playdates planned for the upcoming summer
holidays! You can be sure that your child/ren will be happy and
having an amazing time. We have sent a copy of our detailed Holiday
Program schedule to all families via Kidsoft and have a physical copy
displayed in the OSHClub Parents Area. We also have physical
brochures available at the school office, so pop by and grab one!
If you book any sessions, you have a chance to win one of three
$1,000 Luxury Escapes Gift Cards. Every individual day your child
attends counts towards one entry into the competition. That means
the more your child attends the more chances you have to win!
To be in the draw to win you need to book your child/ren in before
the 14th of January. Days attended count right to the end of the
holiday program. Good Luck!
Prep Transition Thursday the 16th of December:
Both Steph and I (Paige) will be available in the OSHClub office (to
the left of the Hall entrance) between 12:30pm – 2:30pm next
Thursday, for any parents of Prep students starting in 2022, that
would like to come past and have a chat! We are happy to answer
any questions about OSHClub that you may have, including enrolments, costs, and our program. We are also able to
show you around our areas of service. Please come by and say hi!
Only one more week to go!
Paige Crane, Stephanie Voon and the OSHClub Team.
Email: pinewood@oshclub.com.au
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