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Principal’s Message 
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Dear Parents, 
 
Remembrance Day  
Thank you to our School Captains, Rachel and Yashane, 
for leading our school in an outstanding Remembrance 
Day commemoration this morning. Many students 
placed a flower/flowers at the base of the flagpole at the 
conclusion of the service. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Sun Smart- Hats for Term 4 
It’s been lovely to see our students outside enjoying the sunshine and playing outdoors with their 
friends over the last two weeks. Just a reminder that all students need a hat and a drink bottle at 
school and that all students are required to wear their broad brimmed hats for outdoor activities. 
This includes recess, lunch, and Physical Education lessons. We have had some interesting weather 
patterns but regardless of the amount of sunshine we see during the day, it is important that we 
are wearing our hats outside to protect us from the UV rays so that we do not get sunburnt.  
 
2022 Class Planning  
Over the next few weeks, we will be working on the 2022 class structure and, later in the term, student placement. 
The process is a complex one. Firstly, we identify our estimated enrolment and then look at the numbers in each 
year level to develop a class structure, thus the importance of timely information from parents.   
Teachers work in their teams to develop preliminary class lists. They consider several factors when developing 
these lists; including academic ability, special skills and talents, social competencies, gender, students who work 
well together and those who may not work well together. Skills needed for ‘building new relationships’ are an    
important part of our educative process, however, please note that friendship groupings are considered.  
Parent input, based strictly on student learning needs, is also considered. Parents who have specific concerns about 
their child’s unique learning needs for 2022 are invited to provide written information to Ms Karen Jenkin, Principal 
(not the class teacher) by 4.00pm, Friday 26th November.  
Please note that we are not able to consider information received after this date as once class lists are made up, 
they are extremely difficult, if not impossible, to change.  
Parents occasionally place requests for teachers. Please be aware that this facility is not available for several      
reasons. For instance, teachers may leave the school, or they may be deployed to other year levels or roles in the 
school.  
The ultimate responsibility for student and teacher allocations rests with the Principal. Our school processes are 
most comprehensive and professional with decisions always made in the best interest of our students. 
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ENROLMENTS 2022  
If you have a child that is of school age next year, and you haven’t yet completed an enrolment form 
for them to attend Pinewood, please contact the school office as soon as possible so that we can 
begin to confirm our class planning for 2022.  
With the exception of Year 6 students, please notify the school office if your child/children will not be      
attending our school next year. This will help us in our planning for classrooms and teachers for 2022.  
 
CAMP & EXCURSION REFUNDS/CREDITS 
Due to the ongoing nature of the pandemic, and the Department of Education and Training directions for a 
safe return to school, unfortunately, we have had to cancel a number of excursions and camps that parents/
carers have paid for. 
 
In response to this situation the school must either refund your payment or keep it in credit towards your   
future costs. By keeping the refund in credit it can then be used for future activities for your child/children at a 
later date. If you paid for any of the excursions or camps listed below, please fill out the form that has been 
sent to you via Compass as to your preference and return it to the school ASAP. If we do not receive a          
response we will assume you are happy to use your refund as credit.  
 
As Grade 6 students will be leaving our school at the end of this year, all families who have paid for camp will 

need to complete this form. 

Creating a safe online gaming environment for children 

After being in Lockdown for a good part of this year, many students have discovered they could still  be socially 

connected with peers and  interact with each other through on line gaming. Online gaming opens a whole 

world of fun and social interaction.  With the holiday season fast approaching, these tips and strategies are 

designed to assist parents/carers in making sure that time spent playing online games is safe and fun for     

everyone. 

Get involved 

As with other interests, it can help to involve yourself in what your child is   
doing. Try things like: 

• talking about what they like playing and who they play with 
• playing the game with them or watch them play to learn more 

about the game, and understand how they behave while playing 
• discuss responsible gaming time and behaviours. 

 
Research 
 
There are plenty of sites you can visit to learn more about popular online games, including how to control who 
can communicate or join games with your child. Consider: 

• checking the age guidelines for the game on the game website or at the Australian Classification 
Board 

• reading reviews on popular games and other forms of entertainment at the Australian Council on 
Children and the Media, Common Sense Media, or Ask About Games 

• learning more about how each game allows players to 'block', 'mute' or 'report' other players at 
the Office of the eSafety Commissioner’s Games, apps and social networking website. 

 

http://www.classification.gov.au/Pages/Home.aspx
http://www.classification.gov.au/Pages/Home.aspx
https://childrenandmedia.org.au/
https://childrenandmedia.org.au/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
http://www.askaboutgames.com/
https://www.esafety.gov.au/esafety-information/games-apps-and-social-networking
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Prepare 

Set clear guidelines and expectations for gaming. For example: 

• activating parental controls to restrict access to in-game or in-app purchases, if available 
• establishing rules in advance about when, where and how long your child can play online 

games 
• discussing your child's screen name and helping to choose an appropriate name that doesn't 

give away any personal information 
• placing the computer or video game console in an open area of your home and requiring that 

any handheld games also be played in the same shared area 
• using timers or other indicators to signal that gaming time is nearly over, and backing this up 

with clear consequences for not switching off 
• making sure all devices have the latest virus protection installed and explaining to your child 

that they should never click on links or download files offered by strangers. 

Monitor 

Knowing how your child spends their time playing games can help keep you informed if they ever       
encounter an issue online. 

• Monitor the time your child spends online and be aware of any changes in your child’s activity, 
school or social behaviours. 

• Talk to your child about their gaming and encourage them to tell you if they ever witness 
something online that makes them feel uncomfortable or unhappy. 

Empower 

Finally, give your child the knowledge and tools that they need to keep themselves safe. Try things like: 

• providing your child with strategies to deal with negative online experiences 
• explaining that reporting bad behaviour online is not dobbing, but instead improves the    

gaming environment for all the other players 
• showing your child how to ‘block’, ‘mute’ or 'report' other people who are behaving              

inappropriately online, using guides available at the Office of the eSafety                               
Commissioner’s Games, apps and social networking website. 

References 

• 'Australian Classification Board', Australian Classification Board, accessed 5 February 2019 
 
• 'Australian Council on Children and the Media', Australian Council on Children and the Media,   

accessed 5 February 2019 

• 'Common Sense Media', Common Sense Media, accessed 5 February 2019 

• 'Ask About Games', Ask About Games, accessed 5 February 2019 

• 'Games, apps and social networking', Office of the eSafety Commissioner, accessed 5 February 
2019 

Karen Jenkin 
Principal 
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We're so excited to share that the next issue of  

Book Club for 2021 is out now. 
Issue 7 

 
 

In this Issue , there are 45 titles priced at $5 or less...! 
Please place all orders online at  
www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP  

 by   
Friday 19th November 2021.  

All orders will need to be posted directly to your  
home address. 

 Last year we raised a huge amount of reward dollars   
 which were put towards much needed educational  

 resources for the school.  
 

Please contact me if you have any questions. Fiona (Sienna's Mum 4F) at   
fionatetley@hotmail.com                            
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http://www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP


STUDENT OF THE WEEK  
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We have had an enormously productive week completing work started before lockdown. Work featured in the 
collages includes, “Russell the Sheep”-Prep, “Pirate Ships”-Yr 2, “Zebras”-Yr 3, “Jellyfish”-Yr 3, “The Tree”-Yr 4, 
“Tribal Masks”-Yr 5, “Old Technology Robots”-Yr 5 and “The Velveteen Rabbit”-Yr 5. 
A range of approaches has been used in the creation of the artwork including painting, drawing, collage and 
etched printing. We are so happy to celebrate the continuing efforts and outcomes of the students back at 
school.  Francine Combes and Hayley Wilson  Visual Arts 
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Bonjour, Pinewood Primary School community. This week’s words are related to birthdays. 

 
Meilleures voeux, 
Madame Vinga 

   
 
 

     

 

OSHClub News 
Pupil Free Day! 
We enjoyed a Pupil Free Day at OSHClub last Monday. Children were entertained all day with activity after 
activity. Highlights of the day were the invisible ink experiment, clay creations, chalk drawings and making 
their own sushi for afternoon tea! 

OSHClub Hat Tub: 
As we have reached Term 4, our ‘No Hat No Play’ 
rule at OSHClub has been reinstated. We take Sun 
Safety very seriously and when children play out-
side, they are required to wear a hat and apply 
sunscreen prior. Due to children leaving their hats 
in their classroom/forgetting to bring a hat, we 
have decided to implement an ‘OSHClub Hat Tub’. 
Children are welcome to bring in any hat with their 
name on it and keep it at OSHClub so that they 
always have one to wear. 
 

Late Pick-up & No Show Reminders: 
A $1.00 per minute, per child fee may apply for children picked up after the service close time. Please   
contact OSHClub via our mobile if you are running late for pick up so that we can be aware and we can 
inform your child/ren. 
An additional $5.00 fee per child may be charged for any After School Care booking where no cancellation 
is provided. It is important that you make us aware if your child/ren will be absent. 
 
We are so excited to see our numbers continue to increase over the coming weeks at OSHClub! 
Paige Crane, Stephanie Voon and the OSHClub Team.  
Email: pinewood@oshclub.com.au 
Mobile: 0409 906 462 

French Words of the Week 
 

anniversaire – birthday 

Joyeux anniversaire! – Happy birthday! 

Bonne anniversaire! – Have a good birthday! 

fête d’anniversaire – birthday party 

gâteau d’anniversaire – birthday cake 


