4th November 2021

Principal’s Message
Dear Parents,
Welcome Back Everyone
We have been delighted to welcome back all our students and staff this week. I have
also officially returned to my role as principal and would like to take this opportunity
to thank Mr Andrew Thomas for Acting Principal during my absence (Great job Mr
Thomas) and to the School Improvement Team (Leadership Team) for their
contribution toward to the successful operating of the school during this period, Ms Sandra McGregor, Mrs Helen
Dent, Mr Trent Asquith, Mr Jonathan Anderson, Miss Jessica Sexton, and Miss Georgia Stephenson. Many thanks
also to our outstanding classroom teachers and Educational Support Staff and Administration Staff - a great team
effort!
There is definitely a special buzz in the classrooms and the yard this week. The excitement to be back at school has
been a pleasure to watch, and our students’ delight in seeing their friends, their eagerness to learn and playing in
the school grounds is so gratifying. We are pleased to report that the whole school return has been very smooth
indeed, as our wonderful teachers focus heavily on supporting student wellbeing during this current transition
period.
Our focus this week is to assist the students in their transition back and to re-engage with their peers and school
programs. For some students, they will settle quickly back into their familiar routines, however some students may
require additional support. We invite you to reach out to your class teacher or the leadership team if you feel your
child requires additional support to transition back to school, and we know that teachers and leaders have been in
contact with a number of students and families to support a comfortable transition onsite.
Remembrance Day
We will be conducting our Remembrance Day Commemoration at 10.30 on Thursday 11th
November. The ceremony will be led by our School Captains. A special part of our ceremony is
placing flowers around the school’s flag-poles in remembrance. If possible, your child may like to
bring some flowers from home for this occasion. Remembrance Day poppies will be on sale for
students to purchase during recess each day - Remembrance Day poppies are on sale at the school for $2.00 or
$5.00, or wrist band poppies for $4.00. We have been supplied a limited number of poppies and wrist bands.
2022 Class Planning
Over the next few weeks, we will be working on the 2022 class structure and, later in the term, student placement.
The process is a complex one. Firstly, we identify our estimated enrolment and then look at the numbers in each
year level to develop a class structure; thus the importance of timely information from parents.
Teachers work in their teams to develop preliminary class lists. They consider a number of factors when developing
these lists; including academic ability, special skills and talents, social competencies, gender, students who work
well together and those who may not work well together. Skills needed for ‘building new relationships’ are an
important part of our educative process. Please note that friendship groupings are considered.
Parent input, based strictly on student learning needs, is also considered. Parents who have specific concerns about
their child’s unique learning needs for 2022 are invited to provide written information to Ms Karen Jenkin, Principal
(not the class teacher) by 4.00pm, Friday 26th November.
Please note that we are not able to consider information received after this date as once class lists are made up
they are extremely difficult, if not impossible, to change.
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Parents occasionally place requests for teachers. Please be aware that this facility is not available for a
number of reasons. For instance, teachers may leave the school or they may be deployed to other year levels
or roles in the school.
The ultimate responsibility for student and teacher allocations rests with the Principal. Our school processes
are most comprehensive and professional with decisions always made in the best interest of our students.
ENROLMENTS 2022
If you have a child that is of school age next year, and you haven’t yet completed an enrolment form for them
to attend Pinewood, please contact the school office as soon as possible so that we can begin to confirm our
class planning for 2022.
With the exception of Year 6 students, please notify the school office if your child/children will not be
attending our school next year. This will help us in our planning for classrooms and teachers for 2022.
Your support in this important matter is very much appreciated.
ICAS (International Competitions and Assessments for Schools)
The ICAS sitting window has been extended due to recent lockdowns. All students who have been enrolled in
ICAS will complete their assessments when onsite at school, before the sitting window closes on November
26th. We thank you for your continued patience and understanding with these changes.
World Teachers’ Day Celebration at PPS Friday 5th Nov 2021
World Teachers' Day was recognised internationally on Friday 29th October. As this
is the first week we have all been onsite together, in what seems like a long time,
we would like to take the opportunity to celebrate World Teachers’ Day on Friday
5th Nov, and officially recognise and celebrate the incredible contributions teachers
have made in Victorian communities in 2021.
This year, our teachers have continued to show their resilience, leadership and
adaptability throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. They have adapted their learning
environments, supported their students and our communities, and continue to
share their knowledge with students in many ways.
World Teachers' Day 2021 is an opportunity to celebrate our teachers who are making and continue to make
an impact on our lives. Whether you're a current student, have children in school, or have been out of school
for many years, World Teachers’ Day is a chance to say, ‘ thank you’.
We invite you to show appreciation for our teachers in your own special way.
Many thanks to the generosity of our Parents Club who supplied each staff member with a coffee voucher
from the Pinewood Shops - I know the vouchers will be gratefully received and appreciated by staff.
Sun Smart-Hats for Term Four
A reminder that all students are required to wear their broad brimmed hats for outdoor activities, this includes
recess, lunch and Physical Education lessons. Students without hats will be required to refrain from play and
stay in the shaded areas of the school - No Hat, No Play. Sun screen is also available for our students, however
they are welcome to BYO and apply sunscreen at school.
INFORMATION TO SCHOOL COMMUNITY
To better support schools to manage COVID-19 cases, the Department of Education and Training (DET) and the
Department of Health(DH) have revised how COVID-19 cases will be managed in schools and I wanted to share
some information with families to let you know what will happen if we were to receive a positive case at
school. I thought that it was important to provide more information on what occurs during a school closure so
that you can be prepared for this scenario should it happen. Much of this information is changing rapidly and
schools are only provided with some information after a confirmed case is reported. This makes it hard to be
fully prepared for such circumstances. Please note the information below is guidance only and is subject to
change in the event of a positive case.
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What happens if a child tests positive for COVID
• If your child or children test/s positive you need to inform the school as soon as possible either via
phone or via email. We will need to obtain information from you about the date of the test and the date
of the result along with other relevant information about your child’s movements and their symptoms.
• After the school receives this notification, we contact the Department of Education and raise an alert
which prompts the School Closure Team to contact the school. They obtain key information about the
details of the case and determine the next steps.
• If it is deemed necessary by the Department of Health, the school will be closed for 24 hours,
however this may be extended if there are additional cases reported in this time, or if contact tracing is
not complete. Please note that it is not my call as to whether the school closes, I receive an official order
from the Regional Director and have to comply with this order.
• The school then moves forward to contact tracing and contacting parents of children who may be
considered a Primary Close Contact (PCC) of the positive case. PCCs are likely to be limited to those in
the same class as the confirmed COVID-19 case. However, this will also depend on the level of
compliance with face-mask requirements and how much classes might have mixed.
• If your child is considered a PCC they will be required to quarantine at home for 14 days, monitor for
symptoms and inform the school if they test positive. If this is a whole class, during this time we will run
Remote Learning for that class.
If the school is closed what happens
• I will send a School Closure notice via Compass from a template provided by the Department of
Education. If you know of someone in our community who may not be aware of this please reach out
and let them know. Please note that this notification may come at any time so it is important to monitor
Compass messages.
• A school closure means that no-one is allowed onsite which means no OSHClub or Onsite
Supervision will occur.
• Please do not call the school during this time, there will be no-one onsite to answer the phone. The
best way to contact us is via email. Please keep in mind that if you or your child are a PCC we will
contact you.
• While the school is closed, cleaning is undertaken, with a focus on high touch areas.
• The school will be given notification to extend the closure or to re-open and we will confirm this with
the community via Compass.
All students can then return to school unless they have been identified as a Primary Close Contact (PCC).
Are we prepared?
We receive regularly updated guidance from the Department of Education and have developed our own
school plans and CovidSafe actions to keep our staff, children and wider community as safe as possible.
The DET school guidelines will continue to be communicated to families via compass and includes things
such as staggered drop off and pick up, limiting movement and visitors onsite and limited mixing of
students onsite.
What can we do at home to support your child/ren in the event of a school closure?
The best thing that you can do is to remain calm and be supportive of your children. Just like adults, they
will go through a range of emotions and be challenged by these times. Remind your children to bring
home their belongings daily. Practice and encourage them to uphold high levels of hygiene, social
distancing and mask wearing where possible. Resources from organisations such as Emerging Minds and
Raising Children Network are very useful to support you to have some of these conversations at home.
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We are hoping that we do not have to experience a school closure or positive case, but the reality is that
it is quite likely that we may. I ask that if you receive notification of a school closure that you remain
calm and be assured that we will contact you personally if your child is a PCC. Please keep in mind that
our focus during this time needs to be on contact tracing and if you have a non-urgent issue, we ask if you
could please wait until after the school re-opens.
I hope that this has provided some clarity and allows you to have some level of preparedness for a future
school closure. Thank you in advance for your cooperation and understanding during these complex
times.
Below is a flowchart showing the breakdown, supplied by the Department of Education.
Karen Jenkin
Principal
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Health Centre Update

If
your
child/ren
are
currently
experiencing Hayfever symptoms we
ask that you please administer their
medication prior to sending them to
school for the day.
Thank you Nurse Bron

New Library System

As with all of our programs
we have found new and
exciting ways to enhance our
school library experience as
well,
taking
our
school
library, and many resources
online.
We are excited to be sharing
that
during
the
remote
learning period, we have
upgraded our library system
to a cloud based hosting system called Destiny
Cloud.
Throughout this term we will be sharing the ways
the students can use all the new features.
Some of these include :•

Search the catalogue of Pinewood books on
any device from school or home

•

Personal login for students to reserve
books, write reviews and save favourite lists

•

Access eBooks, audio books and website
resources

We're so excited to share that the next issue of
Book Club for 2021 is out now.
Issue 7

In this Issue , there are 45 titles priced at $5 or less...!
Please place all orders online at
www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP

by
Friday 19th November 2021.
All orders will need to be posted directly to your
home address.
Last year we raised a huge amount of reward dollars
which were put towards much needed educational
resources for the school.
Please contact me if you have any questions. Fiona (Sienna's Mum 4F) at fionatetley@hotmail.com
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The students were so excited to get back to school and put the
finishing touches on some long shelved projects. Featured in
the collage are fabulous Year One “Bats”, created with stencils
and sponging; Year Four “Butterfly Gardens”, featuring object
printing and the beautiful water colour studies created by
Year One H.
Ms Francine and Mrs Wilson
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OSHClub News
Welcome Back!
We are very glad to welcome back all our children to school and to
OSHClub this week. It will be so nice to see some familiar faces and catch
up on their last couple of months. Please be aware that absent and late
cancellation fees will now be applied. Please double check your bookings
on Kidsoft in case you need to book in, cancel or change bookings for
Term 4. If you require any assistance, please contact the Service via our
mobile or email.
Rebrand Video!
You may have noticed our new purple branding as you have walked by,
dropped off or picked up your children from OSHClub. The children,
during our last couple of weeks in lockdown, enthusiastically volunteered to help with an internal brand
refresh video that the Educators came up with. Our video entry has been entered into an internal OSHClub
Competition which will be judged by company management and will hopefully see some prize money
being brought our way that we can use for some new resources!
Statements and Payment Reminders:
Fees will be automatically debited every 2 weeks in arrears from the bank account, VISA or Mastercard
you nominated during enrolment. Please note that if a transaction is declined, a dishonour fee will be
applied. You can view your statements via your online account.
We wish you all an excellent week ahead and are so glad to see so many familiar faces returning to
OSHClub!
Paige Crane, Stephanie Voon and the OSHClub Team.
Email: pinewood@oshclub.com.au
Mobile: 0409 906 462

Bonjour, Pinewood Primary School community. This week’s words are related to the Melbourne
Cup.
Meilleures voeux,
Madame Vinga

French Words of the Week
Le cheval – the horse
la course – the race
la coupe – the cup
le chapeau – the hat
le champion – the champion
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Resuming
Normal Service
from
5th November
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