
16th September 2021 

Principal’s Message 
Dear Parents, 

I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the dedication of the entire Pinewood staff in ensuring 

that they continue to provide rich learning opportunities for each student at the school through the response 

to student data, feedback, careful planning and a deep understanding of the curriculum and our students.  

They continue to navigate personal challenges, as we all do, whilst finding new ways to engage the students, 

and meet their learning needs, maintaining our reputation as one of the best primary schools in the state.  

I would like to also recognise the support of the Pinewood school community, for your continued support of 

the staff and students during these difficult times.  Being parents, support teachers, employees, bosses, cooks, 

cleaners, the list continues, are certainly not easy roles to balance, particularly when there are very few 

outlets right now, and yet we continue to receive messages of thanks and encouragement. 

Finally, to the wonderful students of Pinewood Primary School who, like the rest of us, want to be back 

together at the school site.  These students continue to offer us light, cause for celebration, and they remind 

us why we do what we do.  They model resilience, optimism and the You Can Do It and GEM skills, in times 

that none of us could have anticipated, and they continue to learn, grow and provide inspiration every day. 

We all hope you are able to find some time over the school break to step away from screens and routines, 
reflect upon and enjoy everything you have achieved this term. 

 
MORNING GREETING  
It was wonderful to see so many sports colours at this week’s Monday morning 
greeting.  These, as well as the year level assemblies each week, continue to be a 
wonderful way to continue to connect as an entire school, and celebrate all the 
wonderful things that make up Pinewood. 
 
We will be conducting our final day WebEx at 9:20am on Friday 17th September to reflect upon and celebrate 
all that we have achieved this term, and to look forward, with optimism, to Term 4. 
The link for Friday’s greeting will be sent out on Thursday afternoon.  Looking forward to seeing everyone 
then. 
 
LAST DAY OF TERM – FRIDAY 17th SEPTEMBER – 2:30PM FINISH 
Term 3 will conclude on Friday 17th September at 2.30pm. Children who are onsite will also be dismissed at 
2.30pm.  
Any tasks submitted on Seesaw after this time will not be able to receive full feedback, as the teachers will also 
move away from screens for a well earned break, and tasks will be archived 
over the weekend. All tasks that have been commenced or completed by 
students will, as always, continue to be accessible. 
Term 4 commences on Monday 4th October. At this stage, it is not clear what 
the start of term 4 will look like, but we will communicate with all families over 
the term break. 
Thank you to all of the school community for your continued support during 
these challenging times that we are all facing. 
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LEARNING FROM HOME INFORMATION FOR PARENTS  
Please see the links below for advice, tips and resources for parents and carers to support your child’s 
continuity of learning and wellbeing from home.  
 
headspace 
Student Mental Health and Wellbeing resources for advice 
Advice for students about how to adapt during COVID-19 
Resources for learning from home 

Translated resources for learning from home 

LEAVING OUR SCHOOL  
With the exception of Year 6 students, please contact our school office if you are leaving our 
school for any reason at or prior to the end of Term 4. We are working out numbers of 
classes for 2022 and need to know our student numbers for next year.  
 
 

Andrew Thomas 
Acting Principal 
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OSHClub News 

Eco-Warriors Club! 
Last week in Eco-Warriors Club, all the children participated and paired up to create colourful and thoughtful 
sustainability posters! Children reflected on the past 4 weeks of Eco-Warriors activities and brainstormed   
together all the new understandings that they have for the environment. They incorporated a promise to the 
environment on their posters, that they want to stand by and actively work towards! 
 
Week 1 of Holiday Program: 
Holiday Program will remain closed except to             
vulnerable children and children where both parents/
carers are authorised workers, or in one parent        
families, the parent/carer is an authorised worker, who   
cannot work from home and where no other               
supervision arrangements can be made. 
 
Holiday Program Reminders: 
We have now sent all information about Holiday      
Program to families via email and newsletters, this    
included the Holiday Program Brochure, our detailed 
hour-by-hour Program Schedule for Week 1 and Week 
2, and booking/cancelling information. If you are unsure if you have received these documents, please        
contact the service and we can provide what you are needing directly. 
Due to the current Government restrictions, we have had to cancel incursions provided by outside sources, 
instead we have some action-packed days planned, including self-guided incursion kits to keep your children 
engaged and entertained.  
To ensure your children do not miss out on the fun we encourage you to book them in to Holiday Program 
using the parent portal. If lockdown is extended into the second week of holidays and attendance still         
restricted, do not worry. You will not be charged for non-attendance, and you do not need to cancel your 
bookings. 
 
We are looking forward to seeing you and your child/ren during the school holidays! 
Paige Crane, Stephanie Voon and the OSHClub Team.  
Email: pinewood@oshclub.com.au 

https://headspace.org.au/covid-19/
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/health/mentalhealth/quick-guide-to-student-mental-health-and-wellbeing-resources.pdf
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/students?Redirect=1
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/learning-home
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/education-advice-your-language?Redirect=1
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A DAY IN THE LIFE… 
Thank you to everyone for their contributions to “A Day in the Life…” please keep these coming in.  
Parents, if you do have the chance to write a short piece for this, we would love all of your          
submissions.  As we cannot publish all of these in one week, we will share them over the coming 
weeks. 

Today I woke up early and went for a walk in the cool morning 
air. 
Before I started my tasks I made a delicious breakfast, which 
today was a blueberry and banana smoothie and, of course, 
coffee. I washed the dishes, got dressed and ready and settled in 
at my dining table, which between multiple screens, notepads, 
keyboards and charging cables, has over the past nine weeks, 
transformed into a working from home focus zone! 
By lunchtime I’d had six WebEx meetings, which included a 
morning greeting, literacy and numeracy, check ins and joining in 
with students as they chat with one another in breakout rooms. 
From timing Rubix cube challenges, to skip counting games or 
planning interesting problems and solutions for their narratives, 
it’s a highlight of each day hearing the students share their ideas 
and learn with one another. Ready for some time away from the 
screen, I pull together some lunch, eating outside if the weather 
is nice. My afternoon included putting on some background  
music, opening the door to feel the fresh breeze and viewing the 
amazing tasks that students have uploaded onto Seesaw, feeling 
grateful for the creativity and energy everyone is putting toward 
their learning. Alongside my teaching team, I plan and create 
learning tasks and film videos ready for the following week. 
In the evening I exercised in my family room and listened to  
podcasts as I cooked dinner, which tonight was a quick and easy 
veggie stir fry. Watching an episode or two or video chatting to 
my family, I relax and unwind for the day. 
When I began getting ready for bed, I reflected on two things 
that had worked well for me today and that gave me joy. The 
first, were the 24 smiling faces who greet me on WebEx each 
morning at 9:00am, with endless positivity and readiness to  
embrace what the day brings. The second, was the sunshine 
beaming though the glass doors in the morning and the warm 
Spring breeze circling through the apartment in the afternoon. 
I’m sure to make a note of these in the gratitude app on my 
phone, a daily reminder of the joy that can be found in each day. 

Before I started my tasks for the day I lay in bed and in my head 
planned out what I needed to get done. As much as I would have 
loved to get up and go for a walk out in the fresh air, listening to the 

birds chirping, there was too much to do. Instead, I needed to get up 
and start my work. It was only 5.30am. I need to start early to get 
some work done before school starts so that I am available to help 
with homeschooling. The house is quiet early in the morning too, 

which makes it easier to concentrate. 
I was exhausted just thinking about what I needed to do.             
Homeschooling and working from home is definitely challenging.  
Before the boys started school for the day I had already done two 

hours of my own work, put a load of washing in the machine and 
cooked breakfast. 
By lunchtime I had got some more of my own work done, had a phone 
meeting with a co-worker to keep our team up to date, listened in on 
year 6 Webex and helped with both our boys’ school tasks for the 

morning, ensuring they understood the tasks and knew what was 
expected of them for the day. We also ventured outside for some 
balloon volleyball challenges. 
My afternoon included more switching between my own work and 

year 4 or 6 school work, whether it be math or literacy. I am learning 
from this myself.  I also managed to fit in a phone call and some 
emails to follow up some quotes for a grant opportunity for our Scout 
group. 

In the evening I helped one son get online for his Taekwondo grading 
class. I sat in and watched him before cooking dinner. I left the family 
to eat dinner while I attended my own Zoom Taekwondo grading 
class. After taekwondo I brought the washing in, folded that and got it 

put away. Being a nice sunny day meant it got dried outside. I then 
washed the dishes, tidied up and got the boys organized for bed. It 
was then time to get some more of my own work done. On top of that 
I had wanted to get this piece of writing into school, but realized I had 
missed the deadline. 

When I began getting ready for bed, I reflected on 2 things that had 

worked really well for me today and that gave me joy, which were 

getting outside in the sunshine and getting through my Taekwondo 

grading even though we can only do it on Zoom during Lockdown 6.0.  

When I woke up today, I brushed my teeth and ate my breakfast. 
Before I started my tasks for the day, I set up my computer and 
headphones and got my books out. 
By lunchtime I had already done STEM, Art, and Maths.  
My afternoon included PE and Music.  
In the evening I practised piano and watched some TV. 
When I began getting ready for bed, I reflected on 2 things that 

had worked well for me today and gave me joy which were eating 

a yummy lunch and finishing my work. 

I woke up and brushed my teeth. 
Before I started my tasks for the day I had my breakfast. 
Before lunchtime I finished one of the activities that was assigned 
to me. 
My afternoon included working on unfinished activities and      
playing with my younger sister. 
In the evening, I learnt a skill from outside school. 
When I began getting ready for bed, I reflected on 2 things that 

had worked really well for me and that gave me joy, which were, 

completing most of my activities and the new skill that I learnt. 
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What a fantastic last week of term in the Visual Arts. The modelling project this week included some kitchen 
inspired creativity. Students’ created their own modelling compound from flour, salt and water. The results are 
amazing and reflect a wonderful array of salt-dough creations and a diversity of approaches. 
If you enjoyed the activity this week, see what else you can make in the holidays……… 
Wishing everyone at Pinewood a wonderful spring break. 
Have fun and stay busy creating……….  Ms Francine and Mrs Wilson—Visual Arts 
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Bonjour, Pinewood Primary School community! Mademoiselle Mahony and I would like to thank 
all those children who regularly completed their French work throughout this challenging term. 
Language learning requires frequent and regular practice and repetition. We made sure that we 
designed activities allowing students to continue to develop their language skills with minimal or 
no parental support. 
Many students took advantage of the programs Linguascope and Languagenut and practised 
more often during this term. That is a very good idea to have some fun whilst continuing to    
practise regularly. Bravo! 
Mademoiselle Mahony and I would like to acknowledge the hard work and extra time that many 
of the year 5 students have dedicated to their PowerPoint projects. Our task of choosing just five 
of them to represent Pinewood PS in the interschool competition was very difficult as so many 
entries were outstanding. We would like to congratulate all the students who completed Power-
Point presentations in French. The work that we chose to represent our school in the competition 
was created by: Jiya 5A, Julien 5D, Dahamsa and Rosabel 5J, Adithya 5A, Tianyi and Queenie 5M. 
We are very hopeful as we are waiting for the results! 
This week I created again a collage with samples of work submitted this week. Enjoy! 
This week’s word list is all about the holidays. Enjoy the school break and see you in Term 4! 
Bonnes vacances, 
Madame Vinga 

 French Words of the Week 
 

    les vacances – the holidays (always a plural in French) 
    Bonnes vacances!  – Have a good holiday! 
    Bon repos! – Have a good rest! 
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Our Virtual Camp this week has been a lot of 
fun! One of our activities was cooking with all 
the Year 5 students on WebEx. We cooked a 
delicious chocolate mug cake. Our cooking   
session was led by the brilliant chef Miss     
Marshall, who demonstrated the steps to make 
our yummy cake! We needed   ingredients 
such as cocoa powder, flour, eggs, sugar, 
vanilla  essence, chocolate chips, oil 
(canola or vegetable) and milk. Overall, 
this mug turned out so good! It was     
delicious and I would highly recommend 
people making it for all ages.   
Chloe – 5A 
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