
26th August 2021 

Principal’s Message 
Dear Parents, 
NAPLAN  
The 2021 NAPLAN results will be delivered to schools next week 
with individual Yr 3 and Yr 5 student results being sent in the mail. I 
would like to take this opportunity to remind all families of children 
who are receiving their results, to consider the positives of your 
child’s achievements first and foremost.  
 
NAPLAN was not undertaken at all last year due to COVID-19 impacts, and whilst 
18 months into the pandemic we are all acutely aware of the way it continues to 
affect our lives, this standardised test was undertaken by our amazingly resilient  
Yr 3 and 5 students and facilitated by our wonderful staff, in May this year. 
 
NAPLAN is Australia’s only standardised testing, but given it generally happens 
once every two years for each child from Years 3-9, it is a snapshot in time. In 
some cases, students do exceedingly well, in others, they may underperform on 
the day.  
 
As a school, whilst our NAPLAN results are traditionally strong, that is not what 
drives us. A far better measure is built over time with your children, getting to 
know them and understanding their academic strengths, areas for growth and 
the next steps in each individuals’ learning journey.  
 
We triangulate the NAPLAN data with teacher judgements and other 
assessments, so as a result, the information you receive in mid-year and end of 
year written reports is a far better indicator of your child’s progress and their 
individual point of need.  
 
Our aim is that every child leaves PPS ready for secondary school with a strong 
academic and social base. As it is every year, the strong partnership between 
school and home is vital in the learning growth of our students, but even more 
evident in the challenges we all currently face. It is the collective efforts of 
parents, teachers and the school as a whole that will get results. Having said that, 
I look forward to the results, as I’m confident our students will have tried their 
very best, knowing they continue to model for us all, self-confidence, resilience 
and optimism in each challenge they face. 
 
MONDAY MORNING GREETING 
It was once again wonderful to have well over 600 
attendees to our Morning Greeting this week.  Seeing all of 
the happy smiling faces of all the students, teachers and families is a terrific way 
to start the week, and creates a feeling of being all together, just as when we 
walk in through the school gates! I will send out a link to the next greeting on 
Sunday.  Keep your eyes out this week for a very special guest to our greeting 
who has really missed seeing everyone’s face. 
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What’s On…... 
 
August 
 
26th  Year 6 Puberty Incursion 
 
September 
 
2nd Book Club orders due 
 
13th—17th  
 Year 5 Weekaway Camp 
 Payment Dates   
 30th July 
 13th August 
 3rd September 
 
17th  Last Day of Term 3 
 2.30 pm Dismissal 
 Office closes at 3.00pm 
 
October 
 
18th—22nd  
 Year 6 Coonawarra Camp  
 Payment Dates   
 9th August 

 6th September 
  

 
Excursion 

 Dates To Be Confirmed 
 
Year 2 Werribee Zoo  
 
Prep D, Prep L & Prep M  Rain, 
Hayne & Shine Farmyard  
 
Prep C, Prep G & Prep K  Rain, 
Hayne & Shine Farmyard  
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DIGITAL STRATEGY 
Thank you to all of the community for their continued support of 
the Digital Strategy and Learning From Home Platforms.  Whilst 
it is always our first preference to be on the school site all 
together, we are extremely proud of the work that all staff have 
undertaken to make this a highly effective approach to student 
learning and communication, taking into consideration the 
needs of students, staff and parents, greatly valuing the feedback that we receive from our 
community. 
 
It has been fantastic to speak to students who have said how much they love receiving the different 
feedback from their teachers on their work, and that when they receive voice recorded feedback 
many of them play this over and over again and share it with their families.  What a celebration this is 
that we can connect in this way, and continue to make a positive difference. 
 
We continue to loan school devices to families to support the access to learning for all students, and 
we are so fortunate to be in the position to do this for anyone in our community who requires this.   
 
In the current situation students are utilising these valuable digital tools so much more regularly than 
they do when they are in the physical classroom or when they are at home and it is vitally important 
that we all support the students in the responsible use of these tools.  Cybersafety is regularly 
discussed by teachers and students, and I know that parents will also be speaking to their children 
about safe practices as well.  Parents and carers play an important role in helping children develop 
digital intelligence – the social, emotional and practical skills needed to successfully navigate the 
digital world.   
 
Some resources to support families in discussions and practices are linked below: 
 
https://www.esafety.gov.au/kids/be-an-esafe-kid 
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents 
 
LEARNING FROM HOME INFORMATION FOR PARENTS  
Please see the links below for advice, tips and resources for parents and carers to support your child’s 
continuity of learning and wellbeing from home.  
 
headspace 
 
Student Mental Health and Wellbeing resources for advice 

Advice for students about how to adapt during COVID-19 

Resources for learning from home 

Translated resources for learning from home 

LEAVING OUR SCHOOL  
With the exception of Year 6 students, please contact our school office if you are leaving our school 
for any reason at or prior to the end of Term 4. We are working out numbers of classes for 2022 and 
need to know our student numbers for next year.  
 
Andrew Thomas 
Acting Principal 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/kids/be-an-esafe-kid
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents
https://headspace.org.au/covid-19/
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/health/mentalhealth/quick-guide-to-student-mental-health-and-wellbeing-resources.pdf
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/students?Redirect=1
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/learning-home
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/education-advice-your-language?Redirect=1
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Bonjour, Pinewood Primary School community. This week’s word list includes a number of verbs related to 
learning activities.  
How many have you done this week? Enjoy practising them! 

Meilleures voeux, 

Madame Vinga    French Words of the Week 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

je dessine – I draw 
je gomme  – I rub out 
je taille – I sharpen 
je peins – I paint 
je coupe – I cut 
je découpe – I cut out 
je colle – I paste 
j’écris – I write 
je donne – I give 

This is the fabulous artwork produced by students during “Insect Week”. We are very proud of the   
magnificent effort of all students engaged in the Visual Arts program and the wonderful results they are 
achieving at home. 
 
Francine Combes and Hayley Wilson 
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OSHClub News 
We hope all our wonderful OSHClub families are well 
and have been spending lots of quality family time    
together throughout the last couple of weeks. We are 
missing you soooo much!  
 
OSHClub Kids Clubs!  
Get ready to see all our Kids Club Guides up on display 
when everyone returns to school! They are located on 
our blue pinboard at the OSHClub entrance. They have 
some great photos of the children taking part in the  
activities that are provided and are an excellent quick 
read. 
 
OSHClub Drawing and Colouring Competition! 
We are running an OSHClub-wide Drawing and Colouring Competition! All children, whether they are    
attending school or learning from home are invited to create a drawing or colour in the colouring sheet that 
was attached to the latest Pinewood OSHClub Newsletter sent out via email this week! There are no themes 
or prompts for the drawing so let your imagination run wild! Please make sure your children include their 
names on their masterpieces and send a scan or photo of them to the Pinewood mobile or email. Entries close 
on Friday the 3rd of September! Happy drawing and colouring to all! 
  
No Show Reminders: 
An additional $5.00 fee per child may be charged for any After School Care booking where no cancellation is 
provided. Please contact the service if your child has been booked in for OSHClub, if you will be     picking 
them up instead or they will not be attending. This saves us time and worry and will avoid us having to contact 
you to find out if your child should be coming or not. 
 
We can’t wait to see all your fantastic artistic skills displayed in your drawings and colourings!  
Paige Crane, Stephanie Voon and the OSHClub Team. 
Email: pinewood@oshclub.com.au 
Mobile: 0409 906 462 
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Last week’s PE Task was for students to send in videos and pictures of them completing a talent/trick/skill of their 
own choice. We had some unbelievable performances that were so great to watch! You were all amazing. There 
were so many amazing videos, that instead of doing a Top 10, we have had to do a Top 15 for Grades 3 and 4, and 
Grades 5 and 6! Below are listed the top 15 performances in those age groups!  
Grade 3+4: 

• Ashley K 3S – 3 minute comprehensive gymnastics routine 
• Stephanie 4A – An amazing “no look” trick shot! 
• Edward C 4G – An incredible 10m bullseye with his archery set up at home 
• Kosta 3T – Great soccer skills and soccer ball juggling with his feet 
• Tobias 4A – Some awesome weaving and jumps on his roller blades 
• Tyler M 4A – A 15m drop punt into the basketball ring 
• Alana R 4H – An amazing fitness workout in the garage 
• Sebasjian 3B – A 40 second Taekwondo routine full of high kicks and strikes! 
• Ivan 4M – Some creative dartboard shots, with lots of bullseyes.  
• Miyuki 3B – Keeping 2 balloons in the air like a professional Volleyball player!  
• Sienna K 4F – Doing the splits for 30seconds in a row! Wow!  
• Kyan 3V – Creating an amazing outdoor obstacle course.  
• Arth 4M – Doing some great batting and bowling practice 
• Keran 4A – Performing some great netball catching practice against the wall 
• Haitham 3T – Awesome static exercises, including heaps of push ups!  

Grade 5+6: 
• Dylan B 6C – A no look, backwards facing 3 point shot! Incredible!  
• Julien Z 5D – Juggling 3 balls at a time, amazing!  
• Noah L 5D – Holding his whole body weight up on one arm and rotating in a circle like a break dancer.  
• Lucinda 5A – Balancing on a rope and walking across it 
• Jiya 5A – Hoolahooping 3 hoops while tossing and catching a ball all at once! Wow!  
• Adithya 5A – Built a duplo structure while bouncing a basketball 
• Glenice 5A – Performing some dynamic gymnastics moves!  
• Nilavan 5D – Climbing up a door frame using his hands and feet.  
• Madison R 5M – Performing the splits while lying forward on the ground.  
• Lucas 5J – Hitting 142 hit-ups on his table tennis racquet with a ball in 1 minute.  
• Eigo 6C – Performing a great putt and getting the golf ball in the hole. 
• Arjun 5A and Aryan  5T – For a great 5 minute video on batting and bowling in cricket.  
• Jason Z 5A – Intense basketball dribbling displaying great skills!  
• Sanupa 5D – A 180 degree trick on his skateboard. 
• Jamie S 5A – Completing a huge 9.5km walk.  

 
Keep up the great work everyone, we are loving seeing your posts and seeing all your faces on WebEx at your 
allocated time.  
 
Well done.  
Mr Walsh and Mr H. 
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We're so excited to share that the next issue of  

Book Club for 2021 is out now. 
Issue 6 

 
 

In this Issue , there are 45 titles priced at $5 or less...! 
Please place all orders online at  
www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP  

by   
Next Thursday 2nd September 2021.  

Parents will have an option of a $7.50 home delivery fee if they wish 
 Last year we raised a huge amount of reward dollars   

 which were put towards much needed educational  
 resources for the school.  

 
Please contact me if you have any questions Fiona (Sienna's Mum 4F) at  fionatetley@hotmail.com                           

 

REMOTE LEARNING STAR AWARD  
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http://www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP
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Now DUE BY 
17th  

September 
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