
29th July 2021 

Principal’s Message 
Dear Parents, 
 
It has been wonderful to return to our Face to Face Learning Program, with 
students demonstrating incredible resilience, persistence and responsibility, 
both in the Remote Learning environment and back on site all together. 
These are challenging times as we transition between different learning 
environments, and we continue to be so proud of all of the students’ efforts. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the community for their 
feedback, expressing gratitude and enjoyment of learning tasks and 
engagement activities throughout the past couple of weeks. We thank you 
kindly for this feedback, acknowledgement and support. 
 
100 DAYS OF PREP CELEBRATIONS 
Congratulations to our Foundation students who have completed 100 days of 
school today! 
These students have come such a long way in their journey to full time formal 
schooling, navigating the challenges of the past 2 years, demonstrating great 
resilience and having made huge growth in their learning and maturity.  
Our Prep students and their teachers celebrated 100 days with a fancy dress 
morning, and activities, with students and staff dressed representing the 
number 100. We have seen several very convincing costumes. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WORK AROUND THE SCHOOL 
Whilst learning and teaching continued on our Digital Platforms, we were also 
able to have some tasks completed around the school, with “Softfall Mulch” 
placed in play spaces to continue to ensure student safety in the playground 
spaces. 
 
We have also had a delivery of mulch to the front of the school today to 
enhance our school garden beds. Many students have demonstrated great 
school pride, as well as an awareness and appreciation of sustainability and 
our environment, by assisting with the distribution of this mulch around the 
front of the school.  Thank you so much. 
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What’s On…... 
 

August 
 
12th  Year 6 Puberty Incursion 
 
13th  Curriculum Day—no  
 students to attend 
 school on this day 
 
19th  Year 6 Puberty Incursion 
 
26th  Year 6 Puberty Incursion 
 
September 
 
13th—17th  
 Year 5 Weekaway Camp 
 Payment Dates   
 30th July 
 13th August 
 3rd September 
 
17th  Last Day of Term 3 
 2.30 pm Dismissal 
 Office closes at 3.00pm 
 
October 
 
18th—22nd  
 Year 6 Coonawarra Camp  
 Payment Dates   
 9th August 
 6th September 
 4th October 

 
Excursion 

 Dates To Be Confirmed 
 
Prep D, Prep L & Prep M  Rain, 
Hayne & Shine Farmyard  
 
Prep C, Prep G & Prep K  Rain, 
Hayne & Shine Farmyard  
 
Year 2 Werribee Zoo  
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NEW SCHOOL OPERATIONS 
As mentioned in my recent News Items on Compass, we have implemented a range of COVIDSafe processes 
and measures across the school.  
 
In line with the Department of Education and Training Victoria guidance, drop off at the commencement of the 
school day and collection at its conclusion include, but are not limited to the following processes: 
 

• School Drop-off to occur between 8:50am and 9:05am.  Classrooms will be open from 8:55am, and all 
students should wait outside their classrooms immediately upon arrival.  Students should not enter 
the school grounds prior to 8:50am unless attending OSHClub 

• Older siblings will be permitted to collect younger students at their classrooms from 3:20pm to meet 
parents; all other students will be dismissed at 3:30pm 

• Wherever possible, parents and carers must avoid entering the school grounds, and should arrange 
meeting points with students outside the school fence line 

• Only the parents of students in Prep, Grade 1 and Grade 2 should enter the school grounds to collect 
students at the end of the day, where there is not an older sibling to collect these students 

• Where a gate around the school is congested please be patient or seek an alternative entry and exit 
point 

• Staff will be located at different entry points around the school to ensure students feel safe and 
supported at drop off and collection times. Please support this process by moving on once you have 
said goodbye to, or have collected, your child.  Playgrounds will not be available for use at the end of 
the school day. 

• Parents should not congregate near entry ways, gates and classroom doors.  Please be patient with 
this process and observe physical distancing guidelines at all times. 

 
During the school day: 

• Hand sanitiser is available in all spaces of the school, and utilised by staff and students, whenever 
equipment is shared or when entering a room or space 

• Enhanced cleaning occurs, utilising hospital grade cleaner 
• Thorough handwashing practices are undertaken and explained by all staff 
• Only essential visitors to the school are allowed on site at this time 
• All community members and visitors to the school should only enter the school building, where 

absolutely essential, by reporting to the main school entrance, and use the QR Codes displayed 
prior to entry 

• The school continues to operate with a “split timetable”   
 Prep to Grade 2 in the Yard from 10:45am-11:15am, and 12:55pm-1:45pm 
 Grade 3 to Grade 6 from 11:15am-11:45am, and 1:45pm-2:35pm 

• Staff wear masks at all times, however they have the option to remove them whilst face to face 
teaching. 

 
We appreciate your continued support throughout the challenges we are all facing. 
 
FOUNDATION (Prep) ENROLMENTS for 2022 -  
We are finalising Foundation student enrolments for 2022.  
If you are a parent at our school and have a younger sibling to enrol for next year, please contact Ms Simone 
Shoppee via email pinewood.ps@education.vic.gov.au or call the school office between 8:30am and 4pm on 
8847 3200, Monday to Friday.  
Enrolment documents are available on the school website. 
Our transition into Foundation starts in Term 4 with visits to the school for next year’s Foundation students 
and parent information sessions. 
 

mailto:pinewood.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.pinewood-ps.vic.edu.au/enrolments/
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WELLBEING 
The current post COVID environment of repeated lock downs is having a profound impact on the mental 
health and wellbeing of children and adolescents, far greater it appears than, the experts have 
predicted. Now, halfway through 2021 the numbers are in on the emotional and developmental price being 
paid.   
This Special Report spearheaded by Child Psychologist, Dr Michael Carr-Gregg, is essential and a timely 
reading for parents, carers and educators reflecting new research and what uncertainties for families and 
young people lay ahead. 
 
S P EC I A L  R EP O R T :  C O V I D  F a t i g u e  &  Y o u t h  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  

 
Dr Michael Carr-Gregg 
 
As the nation remains to be on alert and in various stages 

of lockdown, restrictions continue to be mandated. And 

we, as a society, persevere to do the best we can to 

navigate this post-COVID era. Whilst some of us quietly 

take comfort from the availability of vaccines, it does 

introduce new uncertainties for families and young 

people alike. We continue to remain in a state of 

suspended animation, wondering when “normal” will 

return. 

 

The physical impact of the pandemic has mostly spared our young people, however researchers are now 

reporting that children and adolescents are paying a heavy emotional and developmental price, being 

affected by a range of psychological disorders. According to Kids Helpline, emergency interventions to 

protect young people have skyrocketed over the last 12 months. 

 

Being a young person today is hard, but so too is being the parent of one. A recent international survey 

reported that parents are struggling to keep their child’s mental health afloat. Young people are feeling like 

they don’t have much control over their lives. Their developmental processes have been interfered with 

and their trajectory has been interrupted. Unfortunately the emotional blowback of the pandemic cannot 

be vaccinated away. Young people can’t choose what happens to them, but they can choose how to 

respond. Encouraging them to use programs such as Moodgym, will help them change their thinking. 

 

If your young person wishes to talk to someone outside of the family unit, encourage them to call Kids 

Helpline on 1800 55 1800 - anytime, any reason. Alternatively, they can chat online at kidshelpline.com.au 

 

Kids Helpline has also created some resources specifically relating to this topic for young people who may 

be struggling during lockdown. Click here to find out more.  

 
Andrew Thomas 
Acting Principal 
 
 
 
 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvpa.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D6c89c90be981ec2caf9edc4cd%26id%3D6b86d478be%26e%3Dcc14dfbed1&data=04%7C01%7CAndrew.Thomas2%40education.vic.gov.au%7C4743677a94894c7740af08d950c711
https://moodgym.com.au/
https://www.kidshelpline.com.au/
https://kidshelpline.com.au/coronavirus
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Prep News 
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On Tuesday, the Preps were lucky enough to get a 
virtual visit with Sarah, from Victorian Teaching Duo 

Pevan & Sarah.  
In Prep, we love Pevan & Sarah’s videos, so it was an 

excellent opportunity for us to ask her questions 
and say hello.  

A big thank you to Sarah for visiting us!  
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OSHClub News 
Animals of Oz Extended Learning Activity (ELA)!  
We are so excited that this term, Pinewood OSHClub, will have the pleasure of hosting the Animals of Oz 
Wildlife Incursion! This incursion will be running twice weekly, for 4 weeks and for a duration of 1 hour 
(4:00-5:00pm). These incursions will be programmed for Mondays and Thursdays starting in Week 5 of 
Term 3. Live animals will be on display and children will engage in interactions with the animals.         
Conservation will also be a driving topic of these sessions. The Animals of Oz ELA is at no extra cost to 
parents, so book your children in quick! 
 
Healthy Habits: 
With another lockdown put in place, the OSHClub staff went to work organising, cleaning and creating 
new and improved activities, resources and displays for our OSHClub children and their families. We 
can’t wait for all of our wonderful children to join us again post lockdown, for our new and improved 
Afternoon Tea routine. With extra focus on enjoying and appreciating the food we are fuelling our     
bodies with and sitting down to relax with friends, we will be encouraging children to socialise and enjoy 
a slowed down afternoon tea. 
  
Before and After School Care Cancellation Reminders: 
To avoid any out-of-pocket costs, cancellations must be made at 
least 48 hours in advance. Cancellations within this period will   
incur the full fee, less any applicable CCS (Child Care Subsidy). If 
you are having trouble cancelling a booking on Kidsoft, please   
contact the service via phone or email and we will happily assist 
you. 
We hope everyone is staying safe during this difficult time. 
 
Paige Crane, Stephanie Voon and the OSHClub Team. 
Email: pinewood@oshclub.com.au 
Mobile: 0409 906 462 

Coming Soon… 

Download Qkr TM today 

Who is Qkr for? 
Schools, Parents Club, and Parents : 

• Reduce the burden of existing administrative tasks 

• Ease of use for parents leads to increased revenue and timeliness of payments 

• Families can pay quickly, conveniently and securely 

• Make faster, more convenient payments from a secure mobile app anywhere and at any time 

• Website payment alternative for parents and carers without a smartphone or tablet 

• Track transactions easily with online receipts 
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We're so excited to share that the next issue of  

Book Club for 2021 is out now. 
Issue 5 

 
 

In this Issue , there are 45 titles priced at $5 or less...! 
Please place all orders online at  
www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP  

by   
Friday 30th July 2021.  

Please do not send cash to the office. 
 

  Last year we raised a huge amount of reward dollars   
  which were put towards much needed educational  

   resources for the school.  
 

Please contact me if you have any questions Fiona (Sienna's Mum 4F) at  fionatetley@hotmail.com                           

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Bonjour, Pinewood Primary School community. This week I start introducing different body parts, starting 
with the head and face. This is what the Year 1 classes are learning in French right now. Enjoy practising or 
revising them  
 
Meilleures voeux, 
Madame Vinga 

  French Words of the Week 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

la tête – the head 

le visage  – the face 

le nez – the nose 

la bouche – the mouth 

les yeux – the eyes 

les oreilles – the ears 

les joues – the cheeks 

http://www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP
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