
10th June 2021 

Principal’s Message 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
WELCOME BACK 
It is very good news! Tomorrow, Friday all students will be back on-site with a return to ‘face to face’ teaching. 
Our students have been exceptional with their attendance to teacher WebEx sessions and Seesaw tasks. Thanks 
to parents and carers for supporting and encouraging your child/children to engage with their learning and 
achieve this. 
Thanks again to all staff (Year level teachers, ESS, Specialist and Support Staff) at Pinewood for the magnificent 
work you have achieved with teaching and supporting students and families on a remote learning platform. 
Well done to everyone… It really is a huge Pinewood PS community success! 
Please note: The current Victorian Government regulations are still in place with a density limit of 1 person per 
4 square metres within buildings. Adults are required to wear a face mask inside buildings and to wear a face 
mask outside if 1.5 metre physical distancing cannot be maintained.   
The Outside School Hours Care (OSHClub) programs will also resume full operations from and including Friday 
11 June. 
 
STUDENT REPORTS 
Student Reports, for Semester One, will be sent electronically to parents and carers, via COMPASS by the close 
of business on Thursday 24th June.  
 
THREE WAY LEARNING CONFERENCES  
Our Three Way (Parent/Teacher/Student) Learning Conferences will be rescheduled to the first week in Term 3.  
  
PREP ENROLMENTS - 2022  
We are currently enrolling Prep students for 2022. If you are a parent at our school and have a younger sibling 
to enrol for next year, please download an enrolment form from the website and return it to the school, or see 
Mrs Kelly Douglas or Ms Simone Shoppe at our school office for an enrolment form as soon as you can.  
Our transition into Prep program will commence in the second half of the year with visits to the school in Term 
4 for next year’s prep children and a comprehensive parent information session.  
 
HELPFUL RESOURCES  
I have included two Department of Education resources to further support parents and carers, during this 
challenging time: 

1. Managing illness in schools and early childhood 
2. A Quick Guide to Student Mental Health and Wellbeing  

 
Looking forward to seeing everyone tomorrow. 
Karen Jenkin 
Principal 
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Managing illness in schools and early childhood

This advice has been prepared by the Department of Education and Training, 
Safer Care Victoria and the Department of Health and Human Services

One of the most important things we can do 
to slow the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19) 
in our community is to stay at home when we 
are unwell, even when we have the mildest 
of symptoms. 

What you need to know

1. If a child is unwell, even with the mildest of
symptoms, they must stay at home

If a child becomes unwell during the day, they 
must be collected from school/early childhood 
education and care (ECEC) as soon as possible. 

2. If a child has any of the symptoms of
coronavirus (COVID-19) outlined below,
however mild, they should get tested
and they must remain at home until they
receive their results:

• fever

• chills or sweats

• cough

• sore throat

• shortness of breath

• runny nose

• loss of sense of smell or taste.

In certain circumstances headache, muscle 
soreness, stuffy nose, nausea, vomiting and 
diarrhoea may also be considered symptoms. 

For further advice:

• call the 24-hour coronavirus (COVID-19) hotline
1800 675 398

• call a general practitioner

• use the Department of Health and Human
Services (DHHS) online self-assessment tool.

Visit: Where to get tested.

3. A child must stay at home until they are
symptom free, even if their coronavirus
(COVID-19) test is negative

If a person has tested positive for coronavirus 
(COVID-19) or been identified as a close contact 
they must isolate/quarantine until they receive 
clearance from DHHS.

Children with persistent symptoms due to 
underlying conditions such as hay fever or asthma 
whose symptoms are clearly typical of their 
condition can continue to attend ECEC/school. 
They should be tested for COVID-19 if they develop 
symptoms that are different to or worse than their 
usual symptoms. They should consider getting a 
medical certificate from their GP to attend ECEC/
school if they have persistent symptoms that may 
overlap with symptoms of COVID-19 such as cough 
or runny nose. 

Younger children (pre-school up to Grade 2) may 
have prolonged post viral symptoms such as a 
runny nose or cough and may return to school/
ECEC following a negative COVID-19 test even 
if they are not completely free of symptoms. 
They will need a medical certificate from their 
GP to confirm they are otherwise well or have 
recovered from their acute illness.

For information on the minimum periods 
students and children need to stay at home 
for other conditions, refer to the DHHS school 
exclusion table.

4. Children do NOT need a medical certificate
before returning to school/ECEC

Once symptoms have cleared, there is no 
requirement from the Department of Education 
and Training or DHHS for children/students to 
have a medical certificate before they return to 
school/ECEC.

Thank you for your support in following these 
steps, together we can all stay safe.

UNWELL STUDENTS - Please do not send unwell child/children to school.  Parents will be notified if 
their child becomes unwell at school.

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus-self-assessment
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/where-get-tested-covid-19
https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/public-health/infectious-diseases/school-exclusion/school-exclusion-table
https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/public-health/infectious-diseases/school-exclusion/school-exclusion-table


Tips to support your child’s health and 
wellbeing
Advice, tips and resources available for parents 
and carers to support their child’s mental and 
physical health and wellbeing. It covers a range of 
topics including:

• Managing screen time and online safety

• Looking after your child’s wellbeing

• Looking after your child’s mental health

• Physical activity and healthy eating

• Taking care of yourself

• Wellbeing activities for parents of primary
school students

• Wellbeing activities for parents of secondary
students

Raising Learners Podcast Series
The Department has partnered 
with the Raising Children Network 
on a series of podcasts providing 
expert advice and information to 
parents and carers on a range of 
health and wellbeing topics.

Topics include how to connect with your child’s 
school and community, how to best support your 
child’s learning, what to expect for VCE and VCAL 
students and how to keep your child safe online.  

Accessing Support
If looking after yourself is challenging and you 
have concerns about how you are coping, support 
is available. Talk to someone you trust, contact 
your general practitioner (GP), a counsellor 
or psychologist or visit a hospital emergency 
department. You can also access external help 
through:

Helpline
• Parentline

• Lifeline

• Beyond Blue

Information and resources
• Black Dog Institute

• Raising Children Network

Talking to your child about coronavirus 
(COVID-19)
Advice on having a safe and reassuring 
conversation about coronavirus (COVID-19), 
available in a range of community languages. 

Quick Guide to Student Mental Health and Wellbeing – 
Resources for parents and carers

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/learning/Pages/home-learning-screentime-wellbeing.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/learning/Pages/home-learning-screentime-wellbeing.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/learning/Pages/home-learning-screentime-wellbeing.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/parents/family-health/your-childs-wellbeing-advice.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/parents/family-health/your-childs-mental-health-advice.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/family-health/Pages/healthy-eating-physical-activity.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/family-health/Pages/taking-care-of-yourself.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/parents/family-health/parents-wellbeing-activities-primary.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/parents/family-health/parents-wellbeing-activities-primary.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/parents/family-health/parents-wellbeing-activities-secondary.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/parents/family-health/parents-wellbeing-activities-secondary.pdf
https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/podcasts-and-webinars/podcasts
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/family-health/Pages/taking-care-of-yourself.aspx
https://services.dffh.vic.gov.au/parentline
http://www.lifeline.org.au/
http://www.beyondblue.org.au/
https://www.blackdoginstitute.org.au/resources-support/
https://raisingchildren.net.au/for-professionals/mental-health-resources/parent-mental-health-and-wellbeing
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/Pages/talkingtoyourchildaboutcoronavirus.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/Pages/talkingtoyourchildaboutcoronavirus.aspx
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Bonjour, Pinewood Primary School community. This week I would like to highlight a few of the different mini-apps       
included in Linguascope, the new language learning platform offered by our school to all of our students.  
Linguascope can be used for French learning but also has a large variety of other possibilities. Whilst at school we are  
doing French, at home the children can have a go at learning another language or they can even select English and     
practise their skills. 

Username: pinewoodps    
Password: french 
https://www.linguascope.com/default.htm 

 
For the website version, after logging in, the children have a range of mini apps to select from. I will now 
introduce them with a brief description about each one. 
 
 Linguascope Elementary section is available in French, English, Spanish, Italian and German. It is 

organised by topics. Each topic has an introduction where the vocabulary is presented followed by 
several games and a printable worksheet per topic. 

 Linguascope Beginner section is available in French, English, Spanish, Italian, German, Polish,  
Portuguese, Russian, Maori, Arabic, Chinese, Welsh and Scottish Gaelic. This section is organised in 
theme tabs, each tab including a number of folders with topics. Each topic has a presentation of 
the vocabulary, followed by a large number of games to practise, focussing on listening, reading 
and writing. There is also a final test and a printable worksheet per folder. 

 Lingua League is a section that practises simple sentence structures though a series of games. It is 
available in French, English, Spanish, Italian and German. 

 Linguascope Intermediate is available in French, English, Spanish, Italian, German and Welsh. The 
French section is challenging for most of our students at this stage. However, it can be used by the 
children to practise their English skills. Each topic has a role-play introducing the vocabulary       
followed by a large variety of games to practise. 

 Linguatrivia is a very enjoyable app. All available trivia is grouped by ability level. Our students 
should be able to complete the Easy-Peasy level. 

 Conjugation Station is available only in French, offering verbs conjugation learning and practise. 
It can be used by interested students. 

 Videoclips on Demand contains a series of short videos filmed in French schools,        
interviewing students about a range of topics. 

 Comic Strip Creator can be used to create comic strips in any language. It has a multiple 
choice of settings, characters and speech bubbles. 

 Face Builder is another enjoyable app where the children can spend time creating    
characters, using a range of available features.  

 Text Message Creator allows the creation of a text message displayed on a phone     
template. It has the option of printing the messages. 

 The app eCards contain a range of digital cards that can be filled in and sent to an email 
address. 

 Word of the Day focuses each day on the same word available in five languages: French, 
English, Spanish, Italian and German. 

 Subscribers’ Apps is the section where you can find a range of apps that can be installed. 
Some of them are tablet apps: Elementary, Beginner, Intermediate, Lingua League,       
Linguatrivia. Others are Microsoft apps: C’est parti!; Les aventures de Tonnerre!; Labo 
Grammaire; Linguatrivia. The most used apps in French this year are Linguascope          
Elementary, Beginner and Lingua League. 

I am hoping that this information is helpful and encourages your children to practise their French, English, or another  
language with Linguascope. 

Meilleures voeux, 
Madame Vinga 

https://www.linguascope.com/default.htm


RESPECT       SELF CONFIDENCE       INTEGRITY       RESPONSIBILITY       OPTIMISM  

10th June 2021 
pinewood-ps.vic.edu.au 

 
We're so excited to share that the next issue of  

Book Club for 2021 is out now. 
Issue 4 

 
 

In this Issue , there are 45 titles priced at $5 or less...! 
Please place all orders online at  
www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP  

by   
Friday 11th June 2021.  
Please do not send cash to the office. 

 

  Last year we raised a huge amount of reward dollars   
  which were put towards much needed educational  

   resources for the school.  
 

Please contact me if you have any questions Fiona (Sienna's Mum 4F) at  fionatetley@hotmail.com                           

OSHClub News 
Vacation Care Brochure is Out! 
We are so excited to share with you our Vacation Care Winter Brochure! 
You can locate this brochure at the back of this newsletter, and it has been 
sent by email to all our OSHClub families. We have some fantastic             
in-service, incursion, and excursion activities for all to enjoy. All our staff 
are excited for a sensational two weeks coming up very soon! 
 
Lockdown Legends: 
Whilst we were a very quiet service last week, we had so much fun with 
the children that joined us in Before and After Care! We brought out some 
great craft activities that were a hit with the girls, like the sand art         
pictured left that Emily is proudly holding. Children also enjoyed our     
monopoly tournaments that featured highly in lasts week’s program due 
to its frequent request by children. 
 
School Holiday Reminders: 
Vacation Care bookings can be made now! Bookings can be made online up to 5 days before the 
session you are booking commences. To make a booking after this time, please contact the service 
directly on our mobile number or email, both listed below. Reminder that late bookings will incur 
an additional $4.00 fee. 
 
We hope everyone is staying warm and safe during this freezing weather! 
 
Paige Crane, Stephanie Voon and the OSHClub Team. 
Email: pinewood@oshclub.com.au  
Mobile: 0409 906 462 

http://www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP
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REMOTE LEARNING STAR AWARD  
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