18th February 2021

Principal’s Message

What’s On…...
Dear Parents

February
23rd Student/Parent/Teacher
Three way Conference
3.45-7.00pm
24th Student/Parent/Teacher
Three way Conference
3.45-5.30pm
25th Student/Parent/Teacher
Three way Conference
3.45-5.30pm
26th Summer Sport Round
Robin Year 6
March
1st

Preps attend full time

2nd

Year 6 Excursion Old
Melbourne Goal 6H & 6T

3rd

Year 6 Excursion Old
Melbourne Goal 6C & 6U

5th

Yr6 Jumper orders and
payment due via
Compass

8th

Labour Day Public
Holiday. Children do
not attend school on
this day

15th Parents Club AGM
9.15am via Webex
16th School Photos

Return to on-site learning
Welcome back everyone. It has been wonderful to see so
many students’ happy, smiling faces today. Whilst we
were fully prepared to enact our school digital strategy
with the release of numerous devices yesterday, thus
ensuring that all students could access the same learning
opportunities, we are very pleased that students have
returned to on-site learning today.
The newly introduced teacher/parent communication tool, ‘Seesaw’, has been
successfully implemented and now forms part of our 2021 classroom ‘digital
strategy’. Seesaw provides a consistent platform for communication to occur for all
year levels across the school. Seesaw also provides an ongoing platform for the
recording of student portfolio samples and an opportunity for teacher/parent/
student feedback loops to occur when required.
SCHOOL OPERATING GUIDELINES
Please adhere to the physical distancing regulations and wear a face mask on-site
when physical distancing is not possible. Classrooms will be opened for students
from 8.55am. Parents may collect students from the external classroom door/s from
3.25pm onwards.
SWIMMING SPORTS
On Wednesday, 6th February, some of our students participated in the Inter-School
District Swimming Carnival at Huntingtower School. Overall, we came 3rd as a school
whilst as a group we came home with 11 firsts. The team swam really well and most
of the team will be proceeding to Division Swimming early next month. GO
PINEWOOD!!

22nd SDSSA Athletic Sports
23rd The Resilience Project
Incursion
31st The Resilience Project
Parent Information
Session
April
1st

Dismissal 2.30pm
Office closes at 3.00pm
END OF TERM 1
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THREE WAY CONFERENCES commence Tuesday 23rd February - Bookings made via Compass
Three-way conferences commence next Tuesday and involve the students and parents along with
the teacher. During the three-way conferences, everyone has a role to play.
The students demonstrate what they know as they articulate their accomplishments and future
learning goals (dependent on year level of student). The parents find out about their children’s
learning, have the opportunity to ask questions, and express their ideas so they can further
continue to support their children’s learning at home.
Teachers facilitate the three-way conversations; they support the learners and the parents by
clarifying, elaborating and responding to specific questions and concerns.
The three-way conference is part of the Personal and Social, and Critical and Creative Thinking
Capabilities in the Victorian Curriculum. It gives students the opportunity to articulate and reflect
on their learning. Through self-assessment students are more responsible for and involved in their
own learning.
Some possible sentence starters or questions that parents can use to initiate discussion with your
child about their learning experiences and future goals could be:

That was great; I can see how much you have improved.

I can see how your [use of language and punctuation*] has improved.*respond to
their learning focus

You seemed to have really enjoyed learning about…

You really seemed to have been interested in this topic.

You presented your work… (well, with pride, so I could understand)…

I can see how much more you understand because…

I can see how much thinking you would have had to do, to….

How has this changed the way you think?

What makes you say that?

How can you connect this to your everyday life?

I can see that you displayed confidence/risk-taking/empathy/independence/ commitment/enthusiasm/creativity when you completed this task. (Choose one!)

You should be really be proud of……

Perhaps next term you can focus more on…………for a goal.

Thank you for sharing your learning with me/us, it’s so good to have seen what you do
at school/ or have achieved so far this year
The duration of the interview is 10 minutes. Students usually begin by sharing their learning and
then there is an opportunity for the parents to ask questions and give encouragement. The younger
students may require more teacher/parent support with the conversation.
Why do we do it this way?
Professor Hattie, the Director of the Melbourne Education Research Institute, University of
Melbourne identifies “student self-reporting as the most significant indicator linked to raise
student achievement.”
At PPS, we also know that it encourages students to reflect on their learning and promotes the
articulation of student thinking.
CONTACT NAMES/NUMBERSHave your circumstances changed?
Please ensure you let the school office know, as soon as possible, if you have changed address or
updated mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations on
students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents.
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REMINDER- SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS 2021
The timeline below is part of the ‘Notice of Election’.
Monday
15th February



Notice – Call for nominations and Notice of
Election



Nomination forms available at office and sent out
to all families via COMPASS



(Tuesday 16 Feb.- Current School Council
Meeting @ 7.00pm)
Completed nomination forms delivered to the
Principal via Nomination Box at the school office or
email to school address:
pinewood.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Nominations Close at 4:00pm
If the number of nominations is equal to the
number of vacancies there will not be a vote and
ballot.
The Principal will display names of the candidates,
their nominators and seconders, and take
appropriate steps to either commence the ballot
process if needed, declare candidates elected, or
call for further nominations.
If any additional nominations are required, they
close at 4:00pm on Friday 26th February.
If the number of nominations is more than
required, steps will be taken to commence the
ballot requirements.
If needed Ballot papers prepared and distributed.



Monday
22nd February







Wednesday
24th February




Monday
1st March
Tuesday
9th March



Tuesday
16th March





Ballots close at 4:00pm; votes counted Wednesday
10th March and ballot declared and all candidates
contacted.
First meeting of new School Council, AGM Co-option Meeting 6.30pm in the Staff Room.

If the number of nominations is equal to, or less than the number of vacancies then there will be no
ballot.
EXTREME WEATHER
We have a comprehensive set of procedures in place for when the weather is very hot or extreme.
Students are brought inside to the classrooms at recess and lunch times during periods of ‘wild’, wet or
very hot weather as we have air conditioning throughout our school. For example, whenever the
weather is particularly hot (at 34 degrees) we hold a “hot day timetable” where the students stay
inside in air-conditioned comfort during lunchtime. We also encourage all students to drink water and
to have a plastic, not glass, water bottle with them in class. Our school has invested in, and maintains,
air conditioners in every classroom and other areas, including the specialist rooms, library and hall.
Please remember that school broad brimmed or legionnaire’s hats need to be worn when students are
playing outside and the use of sun screen is encouraged. It is important to pack foods in lunchboxes
that will not ‘go off’ in hot weather. We recommend that children do not bring cold meats and cheese
on very hot days – even food in a lunch box that includes an ice pack can deteriorate quickly and
become unsafe to eat. Fresh fruit is always a good choice as students are allowed to snack on fruit and
vegetables during class times or at 10.00am for short ‘brain food’ breaks.
Karen Jenkin
Principal
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OSHClub News
Redecorating and Being Creative!
Throughout last week, all the children at OSHClub have been getting creative
and painting up a storm so that we can redecorate our entry space for 2021.
Not only have they been showing their artistic skills, but they have also loved
being creative and using the plastic cups to construct large towers and
structures during free play. Kaylee was very proud of her Red Cup Pyramid; it
was even taller than her!
After School Care Room Allocations Remain the Same:
PrepFLS: Prep
6FLS: Grades 4-6
Hall: Grades 1-3 (After 5:30pm, remaining children move to the 6FLS)
Cancellation Reminders:
To avoid any out of pocket costs, please ensure cancellations are made at least 48 hours in advance. If you are
having trouble doing this yourself, we welcome you to contact the service via phone or email so that we can
cancel the booking/s for you. Cancellations made less than 48 hours before the booked session will incur the full
fee, less any applicable CCS.
We hope everyone is staying safe and look forward to seeing more faces back next week!
Paige Crane and the OSHClub Team.
Email: pinewood@oshclub.com.au
Phone: 0409 906 462

Bonjour, Pinewood Primary School community. Due to the short-notice lockdown, I placed in all the years 1-6
French SeeSaw folders an optional task that contains a video link to a Linguascope program tutorial that I
filmed this week. The video contains the login details as well. My suggestion is to encourage your children to
practise regularly their French with the very engaging games. Linguascope contains a variety of different apps
for all the different learning styles and ability levels in French. Any child will find something to enjoy whilst
practicing their French in a fun way.
Find below the words for this week.
Bien cordialement,
Madame Vinga

French Words of the Week

Comment ça va? – How are you?
Ça va bien. - I am well.
Ça va mal. - I am unwell.
Ça va comme-ci, comme-ça. – I am not too good, not too bad.
Ça va fantastique! - I am doing fantastically well!
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THE CAMPS, SPORTS and EXCURSION FUND
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) provides payments for eligible students to attend activities like:
· school camps or trips
· swimming and school-organised sport programs
· outdoor education programs, excursions and incursions.
On the first day of Term One (28 January 2021) or the first day of Term Two (19 April 2021), a parent or legal
guardian of a student must:
· be an eligible beneficiary of one of these cards: Veterans Affairs Gold Card Centrelink Health Care Card
Pensioner Concession Card
· OR they must be a temporary foster parent
· OR the student is 16 years or older and holds a valid concession card (such as a Youth Allowance Health
Care Card)
· AND the parent or legal guardian must submit an application by the due date.
Parents who receive a carer allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not income tested
by Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with the above.
Eligibility will be determined when the parent’s concession card successfully validates with Centrelink on either
the first day of term one or term two.
School is compulsory for all Victorian children aged between six and 17 years of age. CSEF is not payable to
students attending pre-school, kindergarten, TAFE or who are home schooled.
Payments are: $125 per year for eligible primary school students.
If you applied last year, you do not need to fill out a new form as the application will be rolled over and
automatically verified by Centrelink. CSEF forms are available from the school office.

We're so excited to share that the first issue of Book
Club for 2021 is out now.

Parents Club News

In Issue 1, there are 45 titles priced at $5 or less...!

Welcome back families of Pinewood Primary and a warm
welcome to our new families!!
We have yet again another exciting year planned and
hope to be able to hold many exciting old and new
events!
In the next few weeks we will be sending out a list of
events and dates, so please watch out for this!
Parents Club AGM
Monday 15th March 2021
9.15am via Webex.
A link will be forwarded closer to the date
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Please place all orders online at
www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP

by TOMORROW
Friday 19th February 2021.
Please do not send cash to the office.
Last year we raised a huge amount of reward dollars
which were put towards much needed educational
resources for the school.
Please contact me if you have any questions
Fiona (Sienna's Mum 4F) at fionatetley@hotmail.com
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