11th February 2021

Principal’s Message

What’s On…...
February
23rd Student/Parent/Teacher
Three way Conference
(discussions)3.45-7.00pm
24th Student/Parent/Teacher
Three way Conference
(discussions)3.45-5.30pm
25th Student/Parent/Teacher
Three way Conference
(discussions)3.45-5.30pm
26th Summer Sport Round
Robin Year 6
March
1st

Preps attend full time

2nd

Year 6 Excursion Old
Melbourne Goal 6H & 6T

3rd

Year 6 Excursion Old
Melbourne Goal 6C & 6U

5th

Yr6 Jumper orders and
payment due via
Compass

8th

Labour Day Public
Holiday. Children do
not attend school on
this day

Dear Parents
CURRICULUM INFORMATION SESSIONS
Parent Year level Curriculum Information sessions
Each year level hosted a Parent Information session on Wednesday via Webex. The
purpose of the information sharing session was to outline and explain the various
elements of the Victorian Curriculum your child will be covering over the year. Special
events, such as year level camps, sporting programs, specialist timetables etc. were also
elaborated upon. These sessions have been recorded and will be available to parents to
access from Friday afternoon if you were not able to attend the virtual session.
SPECIAL PREP BAGS-2021
On Tuesday, our 2021 Prep students were delighted to receive their special Prep bags to
celebrate the first steps of their school journey. Thank you to Mr Matt Fregon MP for Glen
Waverley, for attending and presenting the excited Prep students with their special red
bags. The bags include free books, flyers, fridge magnets, booklets and activity sheets.
Each child received five terrific books within the bag:

‘Your Birthday Was the BEST!’ By Maggie Hutchings and Felicita Sala

‘Our Island’ written by the children of Gununa, with Alison Lester and
Elizabeth Honey

‘All of the Factors of Why I Love Tractors’ by Davina Bell and Jenny Lovlie

‘Gary’ by Leila Rudge

‘The Koala Who Could’ by Rachel Bright and Jim Field
The special Prep Red Bag welcome pack comes courtesy of the Victorian Department of
Education and Training.

15th Parents Club AGM
9.15am via Webex
16th School Photos
22nd SDSSA Athletic Sports
23rd The Resilience Project
Incursion
31st The Resilience Project
Parent Information
Session
April
1st

Dismissal 2.30pm
Office closes at 3.00pm
END OF TERM 1

RESPECT

SCHOOL GROUND NEWS
The new ‘playground’ scope of works has commenced with the Victorian School Building
Authority (VSBA). We will be informed by the VSBA, in the coming weeks, of the specific
building company selected to perform the playground works. The students are very
excited! The outdoor furniture for the new French Café has been placed in the courtyard
outside the Music room. The students are enjoying using the colourful furniture at recess
and lunchtime as well as during French lessons. (Weather dependent)
STUDENT/PARENT/TEACHER -Three Way Conference (discussions)
Student/Parent Teacher -Three Way Conferences - will be taking place on Tuesday 23th
between 3.45 and 6.50pm and Wednesday 24th and Thursday 25th February between 3.45
and 5.30pm. Each conference will be led by the student and be for a duration of ten
minutes. The booking system for the three way conferences will be opened from 4.00pm
on Friday 12th February and will remain open until the 19th February. Information about
how to make the class booking will be contained within the Parent/Carer notification made
on Compass on Friday afternoon. If you or the teacher feels more time is needed, a further
appointment can be arranged.
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SCHOOL’S PRIVACY POLICY
The Department of Education and Training (which includes all Victorian government schools, central and
regional offices) values the privacy of every person and is committed to protecting information that schools
collect.
All staff including contractors, service providers and volunteers of the Department, and this Victorian government school (our school), must comply with Victorian privacy law and this policy.
In Victorian government schools the management of ‘personal information’ and ‘health information’ is
governed by the Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014 (Vic) and Health Records Act 2001 (Vic)
(collectively, Victorian privacy law).
A copy of this policy can be found on our School website and explains how our school collects and manages
personal and health information, consistent with Victorian privacy law.
SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS-2021
On behalf of the Pinewood school community, I would like to thank our retiring School Council members for
the generous and valued contribution they have made to our school.
This year we have four Parent vacancies on School Council. Council members whose term of office expires
this month are: Debby Chiang, Mark Rogers, Aaron Gillet and Lisa Strong
Parent members: 2 year positions

Debby Chiang

Aaron Gillet

Mark Rogers

Lisa Strong
I would like to encourage anyone who is interested to apply. I would also ask those who are completing their
term of office to consider standing again.
Nomination forms will be available from Monday 15th February, at the school office. I would like to encourage anyone who may be interested to nominate themselves for Council.
Notice of Election and Call for Nominations from Monday 15 February 2021
I call for nominations for School Council and give notice that an election is to be conducted for members of
the School Council of Pinewood Primary School. Nomination forms may be obtained from the school office,
from 8.55am, Monday 15th February, and must be lodged at the school office by 4.00pm on Monday 22nd
February 2021.
The ballot, if required, will close at 4.00 pm on
Tuesday 9th March. The timeline below is part of
the ‘Notice of Election’. Current School Councillors
are also able to re-nominate for these positions.
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The timeline below is part of the ‘Notice of Election’.


Monday
15th February





Monday
22nd February






Wednesday
24th February




Monday
1st March



Tuesday
9th March



Tuesday
16th March



Notice – Call for nominations and Notice of
Election
Nomination forms available at office
(Tuesday 16 Feb.- Current School Council
Meeting @ 7.00pm)
Completed nomination forms delivered to
the Principal via Nomination Box at the
school office.
Nominations Close at 4:00pm
If the number of nominations is equal to the
number of vacancies there will not be a vote
and ballot.
The Principal will display names of the
candidates, their nominators and seconders,
and take appropriate steps to either commence the ballot process if needed, declare
candidates elected, or call for further nominations.
If any additional nominations are required,
they close at 4:00pm on Friday 26th February.
If the number of nominations is more than
required, steps will be taken to commence
the ballot requirements.
If needed Ballot papers prepared and
distributed.
Ballots close at 4:00pm; votes counted
Wednesday 10th March and ballot declared
and all candidates contacted.
First meeting of new School Council, AGM Co-option Meeting 6.30pm in the Staff
Room.

If the number of nominations is equal to, or less than the number of vacancies then there will be no ballot.

School Council, Information and Responsibilities
School Council assists in the governance of the school with responsibilities to: approve student camps
and overnight excursions and student overseas travel; approve the annual budget; develop, review
and update school policies in line with Department of Education guidelines and legislation; raise funds
for the school; oversee the school grounds and building maintenance and oversee the strategic plan
development and implementation.
They:

assist in the efficient governance of the school

ensure that its decisions affecting students of the school are made having regard, as a
primary consideration, to the best interest of the students

enhance the educational opportunities of students at the school

ensure the school and the council complies with any requirements of this Act, the
regulations, a Ministerial Order or a direction, guideline or policy issued under this Act.
I must emphasise that it is NOT the role of School Council and parent members of School Council to
involve themselves in any concerns and complaints that parents may have regarding staff, other
students or parents and the school. Please see the school Principal Class Leadership and/or your
child’s teacher if you have a concern, question or complaint. We are very approachable and keen to
alleviate concerns and resolve problems. School Council is not involved in any school operational and
management matters or day-to-day running of the school.
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Information about School Council
What is a school council and what does it do?
All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally formed bodies that are given powers
to set the key directions of a school within centrally provided guidelines. In doing this, a school council is able
to directly influence the quality of education that the school provides for its students.
Who is on the school council?
There are three possible categories of membership:

A mandated elected parent category. More than one third of the total members must be from
this category. Department of Education and Training (DET) employees can be Parent members at
their child’s school.

A mandated elected DET employee category. Members of this category may make up no more
than one third of the total membership of school council. The principal of the school is
automatically one of these members.

An optional Community member category. Its members are appointed by a decision of the
council because of their special skills, interests or experiences. DET employees are not eligible to
be Community members.
The term of office for all members is two years. Half the members must retire each year, creating vacancies
for the annual school council elections.
How can you become involved?
The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in Term 1 each year. However, ballots are
only held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant.
In view of this, you might seriously consider:

standing for election as a member of the school council

encouraging another person to stand for election
What do you need to do to stand for election?
The Principal will issue a Notice of Election and Call for Nominations following the commencement of Term 1
each year. All School Council elections must be completed by the end of March.
If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as a candidate or you can
nominate yourself in the parent category.
Department employees whose child is enrolled in a school in which they are not employed are eligible to
nominate as parents for the School Council where their child is enrolled.
Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the Principal within the time stated on the Notice of
Election. You will receive a Nomination Form Receipt in the mail following the receipt of your completed
nomination.
Generally, if there are more nominations received than there are vacancies on Council, a ballot will be
conducted during the two weeks after the call for nominations has closed.
Remember


Ask at the school for help if you would like to stand for election and are not sure what to do

Consider standing for election to council this year

Be sure to vote in the elections
Please note that School Councillors are expected to commit to attending all Council meetings each year,
excepting unforeseen work or family events. Meetings are held twice each term on a Tuesday evening, usually
the third Tuesday in a month, from 7.00pm.
Without the required quorum at Council meetings we cannot complete our compliance demands relating to
educational and financial policy and operations work at the school.
Contact the Principal for further information.
I am very happy to discuss School Council with interested parents considering nomination.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION—STUDENT ACCIDENT & PRIVATE PROPERTY INSURANCE
The Department of Education and Training (DET), and government schools do not provide personal accident
insurance for students. Parents and guardians are generally responsible for paying the cost of medical
treatment for injured students, including any transport costs. Reasonable low cost accident insurance policies
are available from the commercial insurance sector.
The Department of Education and Training also does not hold insurance nor does it accept responsibility for
private property brought to school by students, staff and visitors.
Students are advised not to bring any unnecessary or particularly valuable items to school and are not allowed
to bring any electronic toys and games to school.
Please ensure that you have Ambulance cover as this is not covered by the school.
Karen Jenkin
Principal

2021 Term Dates
Term 1

28 January

1 April

Term 2

19 April

25 June

Term 3

12 July

17 September

Term 4

4 October

17 December

OSHClub News
Making Friends!
Our goal last week was for every child to have a friend at OSHClub. We encouraged inclusion during all
sessions and our Educators were always on hand when children felt like they needed support, when
meeting and getting to know new students. We incorporated group activities such as theme paintings,
friendship bracelets and a couple of soccer matches to promote new student interactions!
Enrolment Reminders:
There are many ways to enrol your child/children into OSHClub and
many enrolments are still coming through which we love! Enrolling
is easy and completely free; all you need to do is head to our
website oshclub.com.au and click register. We are always happy to
help if you would prefer to do the enrolment in person. When your
child’s enrolment is confirmed you may start making bookings.

Changes to the After School Care room allocations as of this week are:
Prep will be in the PrepFLS and we ask that you pick your child up from there. The side door entrance is
located left of the office entrance/drinking taps and opposite the playground.
Grades 1-3 will be in the Hall until 5:30pm, then moving to the 6FLS where Grades 4-6 will already be.
Please come to the Hall entrance when picking up your (Grade 1-6) child/children.
Thank you!
Paige Crane and the OSHClub Team.
Email: pinewood@oshclub.com.au
Phone: 0409 906 462
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Dear school community, I am very excited to be back with my language rubric. We have been working
on our new French teaching space with an indoor/outdoor learning and relaxing space called ‘The
French Café’. I am hoping that your children told you how much they enjoy coming to the new spaces.
This year our school subscribes to two language learning platforms: Languagenut available for the
students in years 2-6, and Linguascope available to years prep-6. Both programs work as websites but
they are available as apps as well. We will be sending the login details home soon. It is not a school
requirement for the students to complete work at home, but they can use the two programs to practise
if they wish to do so.
The prep students have successfully learnt their first words. I am attaching them here. I will continue to
publish focus words for French every week. Encourage your children to practise for a minute every day
as the research says that frequency of recollection is the key in language acquisition.
Meilleures voeux,
Madame Vinga
French Words of the Week
Bonjour - Good morning/ Good day
Au revoir – Goodbye
Je m’appelle… – my name is ….
Madame - Mrs
Monsieur – Mr
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THE CAMPS, SPORTS and EXCURSION FUND
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) provides payments for eligible students to attend activities like:
· school camps or trips
· swimming and school-organised sport programs
· outdoor education programs, excursions and incursions.
On the first day of Term One (28 January 2021) or the first day of Term Two (19 April 2021), a parent or legal
guardian of a student must:
· be an eligible beneficiary of one of these cards: Veterans Affairs Gold Card Centrelink Health Care Card
Pensioner Concession Card
· OR they must be a temporary foster parent
· OR the student is 16 years or older and holds a valid concession card (such as a Youth Allowance Health
Care Card)
· AND the parent or legal guardian must submit an application by the due date.
Parents who receive a carer allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not income tested
by Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with the above.
Eligibility will be determined when the parent’s concession card successfully validates with Centrelink on either
the first day of term one or term two.
School is compulsory for all Victorian children aged between six and 17 years of age. CSEF is not payable to
students attending pre-school, kindergarten, TAFE or who are home schooled.
Payments are: $125 per year for eligible primary school students.
If you applied last year, you do not need to fill out a new form as the application will be rolled over and
automatically verified by Centrelink. CSEF forms are available from the school office.

We're so excited to share that the first issue of Book
Club for 2021 is out now.

Parents Club News

In Issue 1, there are 45 titles priced at $5 or less...!

Welcome back families of Pinewood Primary and a warm
welcome to our new families!!
We have yet again another exciting year planned and
hope to be able to hold many exciting old and new
events!
In the next few weeks we will be sending out a list of
events and dates, so please watch out for this!
Parents Club AGM
Monday 15th March 2021
9.15am via Webex.
A link will be forwarded closer to the date

RESPECT
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Please place all orders online at
www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP
by Friday 19th February 2021.
Please do not send cash to the office.
Last year we raised a huge amount of reward dollars
which where put towards much needed educational
resources for the school.
Please contact me if you have any questions
Fiona (Sienna's Mum 4F) at fionatetley@hotmail.com
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK
1D

Arnit

For settling in so well to 1D and Pinewood P.S. You are making new friends and following class
and school routines. Well done Arnit!

1E

Aarish B

For settling into Pinewood P.S and our 1E class with a positive and hardworking attitude. It has
been wonderful to see you making so many new friends. Well done!

1H

Isha T

For settling in so well to Pinewood and IH. It has been fantastic seeing Isha make new friends
and have a positive attitude. Great start to Grade 1, Isha!

1K

Bella D

For settling into Pinewood P.S and 1K. Bella shows kindness in all her interactions with her
classmates. Excellent work Bella.

1M

Lisa

For settling into Pinewood so beautifully - it is a pleasure having such a kind and hardworking
new class member!

1S

Molly

For being a caring and responsible Helping Hand this week. Well done Molly!

2A

Aleksandra For the amazing effort you put into all of our COLC activities and for demonstrating wonderful
work habits in the classroom. Well done!

2B

Hugo

For your fantastic participation in all COLC activities. You have made a great start to the year
Hugo, keep it up!

2F

Jeremy

For your exemplary efforts in all of our COLC activities. Well done, Jeremy!

2K

Kobe

For his positive and enthusiastic attitude to all COLC activities. A fabulous start to Grade 2!

2M

Kellis

For the enthusiasm and confidence she displayed in all our COLC activities. Great effort Kellis!

3B

Dhanya

Congratulations on the way you have settled into Pinewood. You have shown outstanding
resilience. Well done Dhanya.

3J

Liam

For demonstrating outstanding classroom behaviour and setting a wonderful example for 3J!

3P

Shaan

For settling in so well to Pinewood. Shaan has made new friends and loves to help his
classmates. Well done Shaan!

3S

Henry

For a positive and enthusiastic attitude to all COLC activities. Congratulations on a terrific start
to Grade 3!

3T

Leah

For the incredible level of detail and care you have used in completing your work.

3V

Isabelle

For the wonderful care and effort you put into all of our COLC activities. You have made a
fantastic start to Grade 3 Isabelle!

4A

Niklesh

Congratulations Niklesh on a great start to the year. You are always helpful and try your best in
class, you are a joy to teach. Well done Niklesh!

4F

Talien

For the excellent effort she put into completing all her COLC activities. Keep up the wonderful
work Talien!
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK
4G

Lachlan

For your outstanding start to the school year. I know how much effort you are putting in and you
should be really proud. Well done Lachy!

4H

Abby

For such an excellent start to Year Four. Well done Abby for showing such a positive attitude
towards your learning! Keep it up!

4M

Alexander

For the positive attitude and strong work ethic you have demonstrated so far this year! Keep it up!

5A

Grace

For starting Year 5 with a positive and enthusiastic attitude. Keep it up Grace!

5D

Dylan F

For the great effort he put into all of our COLC activities. Well done Dylan, keep up the fantastic
work!

5J

Dylan S

For making a positive start at Pinewood and being a reliable and dedicated computer monitor, keep
it up!

5M

Damien

For the brilliant effort you have put into your COLC activities, especially the poster about the
country you created. Well done Damien!

5T

Cooper

For an excellent start to the year and enthusiastically participating in all of our COLC activities!

6C

Erin

For starting the year off with such a positive attitude! Your participation in all COLC programs was
fantastic! Well done Erin.

6H

Derek

For the enthusiasm and positive participation in all our COLC programs. Great start to the year,
Derek.

6T

Jake

For the positive approach you have made entering a new school and making new friends. Welcome
to Pinewood Jake!

6T

Beth

For settling in well at Pinewood Primary School. You have been willing to make new friends and
have a positive attitude. Well done. Beth!

6U

Tawseef

For settling in so well at Pinewood P.S. It's great to see you showing initiative and a positive
attitude. Well done, Tawseef!

MUSIC Alena 4F

For showing musicianship, enthusiasm and effort in the COLC music activities. Well done Alena!

ART

For perseverance with his clay tower.

Hunter D

FRENCH P2
Avery A 1M
FRENCH 36
Rishitha R 6T

For her enthusiastic participation in the French games and songs! You were the most fantastic
Bouloubou, Avery! Bravo!
For her commitment to the French Captain role by giving up her lunch time to help the junior
students settle into the French program. Merci, Rishitha! Tu es fantastique!

STEM P2
Muhammad B 2A I loved your big smiles as you made a spider web with Thoshan using wool and sticky tape.
STEM 36
Lucinda S 5A

RESPECT

For her excellent knowledge and understanding about effective waste management and how to
reduce what goes into the landfill!

SELF CONFIDENCE

INTEGRITY

RESPONSIBILITY

OPTIMISM

