17th December 2020
Dear Parents,

Principal’s Message

Thank you
As we approach the finish line of the 2020 school year, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you
for what has been an extraordinary year. We (the staff of PPS) are incredibly proud of ALL community
members and our collective, tremendous efforts in supporting one another through the remarkable
challenges that 2020 has presented.
To our students, the word proud doesn’t seem to cut it! We applaud you and thank you for your resilience, persistence,
focus and responsibility in embracing the challenges of remote and flexible learning. There are no children in history that
have endured such a challenge in their educational journeys and we have no doubt that you have learnt life lessons that will
continue to serve you and inspire your identity and education for years to come.
To our parents, thank you for your partnership and for stepping up as incredible teachers this year. The way that you have
balanced your personal and professional responsibilities to work in partnership with us in supporting your child/ren-our
students has been utterly remarkable. We know that it hasn't been easy, however it was certainly worth the tireless effort
and energy. We couldn’t have done it without your unwavering commitment to your children and we appreciate you
immensely.
To our Educational Support staff in the office and school nurse, your dedication to both the little and big people of Pinewood
is much appreciated. The way you offer support, encouragement and compassion in answering the phones, greeting families
at the doors, caring for children, staff and parents, processing payments, providing devices and basically ensuring that the
engine room of Pinewood PS runs smoothly is an invaluable asset to the Pinewood PS community. We thank you.
To our Educational Teacher Aides in digital technology and the classrooms, your focus on supporting our students and staff
throughout the peaks and troughs of 2020 remote learning and once back on site has been inspiring. The learning and wellbeing support that you provide is truly appreciated by students, parents and teachers and has been a special highlight this
year. You are much appreciated.
To our teachers, the absolute heroes of 2020. How do we begin to thank you for your awe-inspiring efforts this year?! Time
and time again, day in and day out, you have put on a brave face, and greeted your students with a smile through a screen
(or onsite) and in doing so, have provided hope, comfort, support and care to our students. You have gone above and
beyond to support and engage your students, through your morning check-ins, engaging lessons, tremendous instructional
videos and nurturing the special relationships that you have built which took our students from strength to strength. You
inspired connection, compassion, empathy and understanding and you have supported our students to thrive as learners and
as people.
To the Leadership Team (Andrew Thomas- Assistant Principal, and Leading Teachers,
Helen Dent and Sandra McGregor) - thank you for your courageous leadership in
focusing on the wellbeing and learning of all Pinewood Primary School community
members throughout the marathon that has been 2020. For every decision, meeting,
phone call, email, timetable, smile...we thank you.
Our leadership team has certainly demonstrated the power of the Pinewood values
and have worked tirelessly to give support to staff and enhance students’
opportunities and choices in learning. We understand that the strong culture that
exists at Pinewood Primary School does not occur by accident, instead by a collective
sense of moral purpose and collective efficacy. We have well and truly lived our
mission of empowering all students to learn at high levels, to become independent,
successful, lifelong learners. We are proud of each and every one of our community
members and look forward to welcoming you back in 2021 for a great year of
learning.
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Message to our Year 6 students
The 2020 school year has been a tough time for all, and COVID-19 has had a significant impact
on your last year at primary school. Year 6 should be a year of reflection and celebration,
instead it has been mostly a year of isolation and remote and flexible learning.
At the beginning of term 4, after a long period of remote and flexible learning, you were
reunited with your school friends, many of whom you have known most of your lives. You were
also reconnected with your teachers who were beginning to treat you differently, because you
were a little more grown up. You are now starting to come into your own, you have voice and agency and you are
comfortable with who you are and where you are at.
Farewelling primary school is a bit like a door slamming shut on a significant part of your formative years. Whilst
we are aware that many of you will have mixed emotions about leaving primary school and probably some of you
do not want to leave, we also understand that this is natural. We too remember the emotional ride of finishing
primary school, the difficulty of leaving lifelong friends, and as such we are sharing the emotional ride with you. So
too are your parents.
You have seen other Year 6 cohorts go before you and we fully understand that you were looking forward to a year
like them. Whilst COVID-19 got in the way and we have been restricted in what we have been able to do, you have
remained stoic and never gave up hope of finishing off the year together and going out with a bang. You,
supported by your passionate teachers, have put much effort into planning the end to your primary years including
a farewell dinner, graduation, outdoor disco and a sleepover at the school. We thank our year 6 teachers, Moui
Ung, Troy Hartigan and Clay Tait for their tireless efforts and ingenuity in honouring the special rites of passage
that our year 6 students have looked forward to throughout their years at Pinewood PS.
By leaving primary school you haven't lost anything, and nothing has come to an end, just a natural progression on
the journey of life. All your friendships and memories are yours and yours to cherish. You'll just keep adding to
your collection over your years at secondary school and beyond.
Congratulations and all the very best for a wonderful journey through life.

2020 Student Reports
The much anticipated 2020 semester 2 student reports will be available on Compass from 3:30 on Thursday 17
December. We encourage all parents to read the reports with your child and reflect on their learning
achievements in Semester 2, 2020.
Throughout the year the Department of Education and Training (DET) have adjusted the expectations associated
with student reports, in recognition of the two periods of remote and flexible learning undertaken by students.
Whilst the Semester Two report will document progression points in core learning areas, they are not mandated
across all areas this year.
Consequently, each student report will also include a short summary and explanation of the various components.
We would also like to take this opportunity to address student growth within the context of 2020. It is our aim for
each child to make at least 12 months growth within a school year, yet we know that all children learn at different
rates throughout their primary school years, resulting in some students making more than 12 months growth within a year, and others needing extra time to consolidate their learning. 2020 is no exception to this phenomenon.
We are immensely proud of our students’ achievements this year and congratulate each one of them on their
adaptability and focus, during what has been an extremely challenging time.
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School Captains- 2021
Congratulations to 2021 Year 6 School Captains (names announced at Friday’s assembly). We
wish to acknowledge all students who applied for the school captain role in writing applications
and sitting interviews. Whilst we understand the feeling of disappointment for the students who
were not appointed to the school captain role, we believe they have demonstrated great
resilience and have learnt valuable life lessons. We applaud their effort and maturity.
Congratulations also to students who have been successful in gaining other captaincy roles at the
school for 2021 in specialist areas or as house captains. These will also be announced at assembly
on Friday.

Walk Up -Transition Program for 2021 Classes
Today students had the opportunity of spending time in their 2021 class with their new teacher and
classmates. Teachers new to Pinewood PS also attended the Walk Up. This experience frontloaded
students about who their teacher would be, where their new classroom will be and meet their classmates
for next year, allowing them to begin and/or consolidate already formed relationships before the school
holiday period.

Start Date for 2021
We are hoping that in 2021 we will be able to welcome all families back onsite.
Our staff will begin 2021 on Wednesday 27 January as they focus on classroom
preparation and collaborative curriculum planning. Our students, Prep to Year 6,
will commence school on Thursday 28 January 2021.
On behalf of the Pinewood PS staff, I wish you all a relaxing, safe and enjoyable
summer break and look forward to welcoming you for the 2021 school year.

Congratulations

to Annie and Anna V of Year 5 who have been awarded

The Grey Wolf Award by Scouts Australia. They joined the Waverley Valley
Scouts group in 2018 as Cub Scouts and last week they received the highest
award, the Grey Wolf Award which is the pinnacle of the Cub Scouts. Anna
and Annie had to complete many activities to achieve this award such as gold
boomerang and outdoor activities. They also planned and led a hike and
attended two Unit Councils and completed many badges. Well done girls, we
are very proud of you.
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CLASS and TEACHERS for 2021
PREP
Prep C Catriona Cowie

Prep D Delani Cruse

Prep G Charlotte Gray

Prep K Maria Kovas

Prep L Brooke Latham

Prep M Laura McKell

GRADE 1
1D Nadia DeGregorio

1E Erin Houston

1H Sophie Haye

1K Armaan Kumruyan

1M Peta Mayall

1S Jess Sexton

GRADE 2
2A Olivia Adcock

2B Rick Byron

2F Penny Farragher

2K Roula Konidaris

2M Wendy Mann
GRADE 3
3B Kathryn Bleechmore

3J Rebecca Jach

3P Faye Park

3S Georgia Stephenson

3T Aaron Tait

3V James Verde

GRADE 4
4A Alyssa Godino

4F Jenny Falconer

4G Simon Grant

4H Tracy Hobson

4M Sophie Miteff
GRADE 5
5A Trent Asquith

5D Rochelle D’Cruze

5J Jonathan Anderson

5M Katelyn Marshall

5T Tara Duketis
GRADE 6
6C Clay Tait

6H Troy Hartigan

6T Tania Hamamen

6U Moui Ung
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SPECIALIST POSITIONS
STEM & ROBOTICS - P-6
Greg Tate & Bernie Wong
MUSIC - Lydia Lim & Yalenka Clement

ART- Fran Combes & Hayley Wilson

LOTE - FRENCH- Ramona Vinga & Yalenka
Clement
LITERACY – P-6 Literacy Coordinator Helen Dent
STUDENT WELFARE/WELLBEING Sandra McGregor - NAPLAN/ICAS co-ord.

EAL - Mel Pryce & Linda Hayden

PE - Nathan Walsh & Kara Hewitt

LITERACY SUPPORT - Robyn Russell P-2 & Alyssia Templeton 3-6
MATHS ENRICHMENT
Angela Katsos

ADMINISTRATION
Business Manager - Jan Migliore

Reception/Admin - Simone Shoppe

Administration - Kelly Douglas

Nurse - Bronwyn Vaughan

EDUCATION SUPPORT STAFF
Anna Russell , Margie Alix, Sally Kohne, Estelle
Bowman, Joe Dowsett, Talia Cook
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OSHClub News
Summer Vacation Care Bookings
Hurry! It is your last chance to book in for our upcoming Vacation Care starting January 4th as we will be capping the
numbers very soon due to unavoidable circumstances. Please note that late charges will apply for all Vacation Care
bookings placed less than 5 days before the date booked. Please find the brochure online or you may pick up a
printed copy we have available in our OSHClub rooms. We have planned special activities and incursions to keep
your child/children engaged and active throughout the day. To place the bookings, you will need to log into your
account or contact us. We look forward to seeing you very soon!
Early Finish Last day of School - 18th December 2020
We have almost come to the end of the year 2020 and we are very pleased to inform you that PINEWOOD
OSHCLUB will be offering an extended After School Care session on Friday 18th of December 2020. The session will
run from 2.30pm to 6.00pm at the cost of $24.00 (before any applicable Child Care Subsidy).
End of Year Party!
On the last day of school (18th December) OSHClub will be hosting a celebration for all children who are booked in
for After School Care. We will be playing party games and supplying music,
fun activities, and special afternoon tea for everyone who comes along.
Please join us one last time before school holidays begin!
Please Note:
Bookings made within 24 hours of the session commencing cannot be
made online. You will be able to contact PINEWOOD OSHCLUB directly on
0409 906 462.
Thanks,
Pinewood OSHClub Staff

Bonjour, Pinewood Primary School community. Thank you for your support throughout the year. I wish
you and your families a wonderful festive season and a good and prosperous 2021.
Bonnes vacances, joyeux Noël, bonne année,
Madame Vinga

French Words of the Week
Joyeux Noël – Merry Christmas
Bonne année – Happy New Year
Bonnes vacances – Have a good holiday
Bon voyage – Have a good trip
santé – good health
prospérité – prosperity
bonheur - happiness
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