28th May 2020

Principal’s Message
Dear Parents,

It was so exciting to have our prep and junior school students
returning this week. The young students were full of smiles as they
greeted their teachers very warmly and their friends
enthusiastically. It is lovely to have them back on-site. I have
genuinely missed all of our students over these past 7 weeks of
remote learning.
I hope everyone found our return to onsite learning information clear and concise. Students and parents
will notice a lot of changes when they return to school, but by being prepared and all maintaining our
positive, supportive attitudes, it will soon stop feeling so strange for our students.

This week’s newsletter is focused around two articles that I would like to share with you both as parents
and educators of your primary school aged children. I have provided you with links to access each of the
full articles.
The first is by Andrew Fuller: A leading clinical psychologist: Seven Things for a Smooth Transition Back to
School-Based Learning.
The second article is information about Generation Alpha (those born 2010-2024) and the impacts of
COVID-19 on this generation, i.e. most of the students currently attending primary school.
ARTICLE ONE:
It's a return to the classroom like no other. How can we help students make a successful transition?
Leading clinical psychologist Andrew Fuller outlines his seven priorities to help their journey.
Trial, Turbulence, Transition and Transformation–this is the cycle of change we have all been going
through.
https://theparentswebsite.com.au/andrew-fuller-seven-things-for-a-smooth-transition-back-to-schoolbased-learning/
ARTICLE TWO:

UNDERSTANDING GENERATION ALPHA (those born 2010 -2024)
This week I attended a webinar about understanding Generation Alpha (born 2010—2024), and the
impacts of COVID-19 on this generation. It was really fascinating to hear about the key characteristics that
define Gen Alpha as well as some tips that will help support and encourage them.
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This has important implications for education, as we recognise that the current generation are
increasingly more digital, global, mobile and social than previous generations.
A recent survey of Gen Alphas found the following in relation to COVID-19:
believe technology and screens will become more integrated into their lives as a
result of COVID-19
believe there will be more education online
believe they will be more resilient as a result
think it will have a negative impact on their mental health
This is certainly powerful information we can use in schools, as well as parents, to help our children
navigate out of the current situation into the future. See the infographic later in the newsletter for
some more information.
For those interested, you can download the report and find useful tips for free here:
https://generationalpha.com/

Stay Safe.
Karen Jenkin
Principal
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Hello Pinewood Primary School parents and students!
I hope you are all well and finding time to stay active daily. I just want to congratulate everyone on completing the
online RHS e-challenge! We have consolidated our spot on the leaderboard where we sit 3rd (131,000pts) out of approx.
70 or 80 schools. This is a huge effort, and one which can only be achieved as a whole school team. We now have until
this SUNDAY NIGHT to continue to score points for our school until the challenge closes on Sunday 31 st of May. Well
done to everyone, an amazing effort.
Regards,
Mr. Walsh.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Our school is competing in the RHS e-challenge!
It’s really easy to enter your scores and earn points for our school:
1.

Click on the link: https://sites.google.com/view/rhsportsfitnesschallenge/home

2.

Choose an activity you can complete at home from the list of 4 – depending on the equipment/type of backyard
you have you may not be able to complete all of them, but that’s ok - You can do activities more than once to
score as many points as you can!

3.
4.
5.

Choose Pinewood Primary School from the drop down menu
Enter the number you’ve done for each activity completed.
NO PERSONAL INFORMATION required – just a number.
Watch Pinewood Primary School rise up the leaderboard.

6.

Go
Pinewood!!

The competition ends on the 31st May.
PINEWOOD PRIMARY – T2, 2020
RESUMPTION OF SERVICE
WEDNESDAYS AND FRIDAYS FROM 29TH MAY
Greetings to everyone at PPS!
We hope that you and your families have all managed well through the Covid19 Change of Life.
It’s been wonderful and we are extremely grateful to have received so many emails from your school community
sending kind wishes to our business in what has been a particularly difficult time. We’ve been totally shattered
but it’s now time, as our children return to face to face learning, to take tentative steps back to
life - with your continued support.
Obviously, the landscape looks a bit different for us in terms of running our Food Preparation Kitchen and our
Packing Room with the new social distancing guidelines. We want you to know and be assured that we have Food
Safety and Occupational Health and Safety at the forefront of our minds. In our workplace masks, gloves and
temperature checks will be the new norm for all of our staff. In terms of Food Handling and Safety we’ve always
adhered to best practice and fortunately never had a food safety issue so we’re
confident we can operate safely on that level!
In the first instance for the remainder of Term 2, while we find our way in this new normal, we will be operating
on Wednesdays and Fridays with a reduced Menu which will be posted online shortly.
We look forward to resuming our service and continuing to delight your school community
with our Lunch Service.
www.classroomcuisine.com.au
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