30th April 2020

Principal’s Message
Dear Parents
The current COVID-19 pandemic and the declared, ‘State of Emergency’, continues to test all of us for resilience,
flexibility and adaptability!
I have been so impressed with the way our community has accepted this new challenge and supported the health
and wellbeing of our community by following the advice of our Premier and Education Minister - that if you can
learn at home, you must learn at home.
This week, I have received fabulous parent feedback regarding the quality instructional videos made by our
teachers. The preparation and making of the instructional videos requires hours of extra teacher time and effort,
in what is already a very demanding and often overwhelming role. We are very lucky to have such talented and
conscientious staff working at Pinewood PS.
FRENCH LANGUAGE PROGRAM
Congratulations Year 1 students on your sensational French work! The French language program continues to
expand as students attend their weekly French lesson. I believe some parents are joining in the fun too! This
week, Year 1 students enjoyed learning birthday party vocabulary. You may like to check out Madam Vinga’s Yr 1
lesson on the link below.
Birthday party vocabulary lesson for Year 1 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Kqy_yjrjaU
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PINEWOOD PS Achieves Number 1 Position on Language Nut - International Ranking

Congratulations to all of our Year 2 to Year 6 students on your outstanding
French language acquisition results. At the beginning of the year, Pinewood
Primary School students commenced in 249th position on Language Nut world
ranking profile - an international program for students learning languages from
around the world. The program contains an in built assessment platform of
language skill acquisition.
Last week we were ranked 25th in world rankings. This week we made it to 1 st
place of the world rankings of the Language Nut platform. Congratulations to
our French language teachers, Mrs Ramona Vinga (fulltime) and Mrs Jill Kay
(part time) for your wonderful teaching of French to the students at
Pinewood Primary School.

SCHOOL GROUNDS.
This week concrete was poured between some of the portables, creating extra pathways and areas for students
to play and assemble. We have also created a ‘run up’ to the long jump pit.
CHILDREN and SOCIAL MEDIA
As a parent, it is important for you to have current information about the types of social media platforms that
children and young people are using. Ensure you are aware of the age-restrictions on these platforms (many have
15+ age restrictions) and understand that the platforms that you are using may be very different from those that
your children are using.
For more information on social networking and how to keep your children and young people safe, please see the
Office of the eSafety Commissioner website: https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents
QUICK TIPS FOR PARENTS
 Educate yourself: Check out different sites, games, and apps for yourself. The more familiar you are
with them, the easier it is for you to talk to your children. Check privacy settings and recommended age
restrictions.
 Talk with your children: Have conversations with them about the importance of safety online and
show them how to implement this. You can do this without frightening them. For example, let them
know that you have been hearing about online safety and ask what they think the risks are and what
they do to keep safe.
 Teach your children to think about online behaviour: How much should they be sharing online and
what happens to information once posted or shared? Talk about respectful interactions and
responsible behaviour, and encourage them to critically think about what they read and see online
(remind them that not everything they read may be true, what they share will always be there, and
that not everyone is who they say they are online).
Come up with a plan around safety: Talk about ways to not only stay safe but also how to respond to
anything that happens that may concern them. Let them know they can talk to you or another adult
they can trust. Encourage them to be proactive about keeping their online space safe and teach them
how to report any concerning incidents.
ARTICLE – ‘Inappropriate Content’, by Susan McLean
I have attached a two page handout for parents titled, “Inappropriate Content’. It talks about what parents can
do to protect their child online. I hope you find some of the tips helpful.
Karen Jenkin
Principal
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This term you can still order books from Book Club, BUT they will be delivered to your home. You can
access the online catalogue and instructions via the link below.
You will need to order and pay online and choose the ‘HOME DELIVERY’ option. Unfortunately the
$6 delivery fee will still apply.
Orders for Issue 3 need to be ordered and paid for online via the link below by Friday May 8th.
Looking through the catalogue and selecting appropriate books is a great Literacy activity. Deciding
how much you can actually spend could be your Maths task for the day!
Let me know if you have any problems and I will help you if I can.
Regards,
Helen Dent
Leading Teacher Literacy
https://scholastic.com.au/book-club/virtual-catalogue-1/

CSEF—COVID-19
Many parents may now be eligible for CSEF. Your eligibility may have changed as a result of COVID-19,
so please be aware during the term.
The applicant must be one of the following:
1.

2.
3.

a parent/carer (of the relevant student) who is:

on the first day of term one or the first day of term two an eligible beneficiary of either a
Centrelink Health Care Card or a Pensioner Concession Card; or

an eligible beneficiary of a Veterans Affairs Gold Card; or
a temporary foster carer; or
the parent/carer of a student who is 16 years or older and who holds a valid concession card
(such as a Youth Allowance Health Care Card or Disability Support Pension Card).

The parent/carer must submit an application to the school prior to the end of term 2. Please find the
application form attached to this newsletter . When lodging your claim please attach a copy of your
Centrelink card. (Parents that have already applied this year do not need to reapply)
Provided the above conditions are satisfied, the amount payable is:



$125 for Primary school students.
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