23rd April 2020

Principal’s Message
Dear Parents
Welcome to Term 2
Welcome back everyone to a very different looking Term 2.
The ‘Learning from Home’ platform was launched last Wednesday 15thApril with both on-line and off-line learning
options available to families. This week we have been allocating electronic devices to families as our program begins
to build connection and momentum.
Staff have been busy planning, preparing and posting work and activities for students. Each day, teachers provide
feedback to students in some form and make lots of conference calls to families discussing tasks and various
activities. Teachers are also busy making instructional videos, voiced directions and creating portfolio pieces, as well
as attending Staff Meetings, Team Meetings and professional development each week, all conducted via various
media platforms.
The staff are working exceptionally hard, many of them with their own children at home, who also require their time
and attention. In addition to these demands, a number of staff are taking on an extra role by participating in a staff
roster which provides supervision for students attending the ‘on-site’ program.
Next week, staff will continue to build on the, ‘Learning from Home’ program, by increasing the schools
conferencing capacity with the introduction of the Cisco Webex meeting platform. The Webex platform is well
supported by the Department of Education and Training and will provide the interactive element we are now ready
to introduce.
Since the start of this school term, many parents have written letters of gratitude and support for the amazing job
the staff continue to do in creating a well-balanced ‘Learning from Home’ platform. This week a wonderful parent
even supplied a delicious cake for staff to enjoy whilst staff were supervising students at the ‘on-site’ program.
These kind gestures all add to the positivity of Pinewood’s school culture.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of you who contribute to the positivity of our school community
each and every week. Though I cannot thank each of you individually, I wish to assure you that your efforts do not
go unnoticed.
This is also an opportune time for me to emphasise that my door is always open to discuss any concerns you may
have, simply contact the administration office to schedule an appointment. There is an appropriate avenue to raise
any grievances, concerns or constructive criticism. It saddens me when I hear of efforts to undermine our positive
school culture by way of inaccurate or disparaging comments on social media or gossip, rather than addressing
concerns with school staff directly. Thankfully, such instances are very rare.
I wish to express my sincere appreciation for the cooperation and effort put forth by the parents and carers of
Pinewood PS students, particularly in such challenging and uncertain times.
NEW SHED
After some months of delay, it is great to
be able to inform everyone that the new
shed (which replaces a long standing shed
near the rear of the hall) has now been
completed.

RESPECT

SELF CONFIDENCE

INTEGRITY

RESPONSIBILITY

OPTIMISM

23rd April 2020

pinewood-ps.vic.edu.au
CELEBRATING STUDENT WORK THIS WEEK
Multiplication work from Millie Yr2

Yr 3 Miss Park and friends

Yr2 Learning about multiplication

Gratitude cards from Maeve Yr2

Book Character by Robert Yr3

Fun with boat designs Yr2

Favourite ice-cream graph by Caiden Yr2

Lachy made a rocket Prep

My birthday-Dimi Yr1

Learning about Anzac Day Yr2

Art in the time of Coronavirus
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PRINCIPAL’S CORNER
An acquaintance came across these ponderings on social media. Supposedly, it was written by a principal (but
no name was supplied) – the acquaintance passed it on to me to read.
It talks about kids and the COVID-19 experience from a different educational perspective. I thought it might
be worth sharing with you all.…
COVID-19 Kids – What If?
When people say kids are going to be ‘behind’ I say, behind what? Not each other – they’re all in the same
boat. Only ‘behind’ the age expectations of a curriculum that currently has limited context due to these extraordinary circumstances. In front on so many other more important fronts I say.
What if instead of ‘behind’, this group of kids is advanced because of this?
What if they have more empathy, they enjoy family connection, they can be more creative and entertain
themselves, they love to read, and they love to express themselves in writing.
What if they enjoy the simple things, like their own backyard and sitting near a window in the quiet?
What if they notice the birds and the dates the different flowers emerge, and the calming renewal of a gentle
rain shower?
What if this generation is the one to learn to cook, organise their space, do their laundry, and keep a well-run
home?
What if they learn to stretch a dollar and to live with less?
What if they learn to plan shopping trips and meals at home?
What if they learn the value of eating together as a family and finding the good to share in the small delights
of everyday?
What if they are the ones to place great value on our teachers and educational professionals, librarians, public
servants and the previously invisible essential support workers like truck drivers, grocers, cashiers, custodians,
logistics, and health care workers and their supporting staff, just to name a few of the millions taking care of
us right now while we are sheltered in place?
What if among these children, a great leader emerges who had the benefit of a slower pace and a simpler life,
who has a fine sense of empathy and care and concern for fellow humans.
What if he or she truly learns what really matters in all this…
ATTITUDE BREATHING TECHNIQUE- A simple technique that may assist.
During these challenging times, many of us are exposed to situations that may knock us emotionally, ‘off
balance’. Many of us may be experiencing a vast range of uncomfortable motions in this current climate of
uncertainty.




The ‘Attitude Breathing Technique’, is a very simple technique, that may be helpful to use just prior
to any anticipated difficult or stressful conversation you are about to engage in, or assist you to find a
more calm and centred response to something.
The ‘Attitude Breathing Technique’, is an easy technique to use if you find yourself feeling a bit
overwhelmed or frustrated, particularly whilst supporting your child/children educationally at home .

Stay safe
Karen Jenkin
Principal

RESPECT

SELF CONFIDENCE

INTEGRITY

RESPONSIBILITY

OPTIMISM

23rd April 2020

pinewood-ps.vic.edu.au

RESPECT

SELF CONFIDENCE

INTEGRITY

RESPONSIBILITY

OPTIMISM

23rd April 2020

pinewood-ps.vic.edu.au

RESPECT

SELF CONFIDENCE

INTEGRITY

RESPONSIBILITY

OPTIMISM

23rd April 2020

pinewood-ps.vic.edu.au

This term you can still order books from Book Club, BUT they will be delivered to your home. You can
access the online catalogue and instructions via the link below.
You will need to order and pay online and choose the ‘HOME DELIVERY’ option. Unfortunately the
$6 delivery fee will still apply.
Orders for Issue 3 need to be ordered and paid for online via the link below by Friday May 8th.
Looking through the catalogue and selecting appropriate books is a great Literacy activity. Deciding
how much you can actually spend could be your Maths task for the day!
Let me know if you have any problems and I will help you if I can.
Regards,
Helen Dent
Leading Teacher Literacy
https://scholastic.com.au/book-club/virtual-catalogue-1/

CSEF—COVID-19
Many parents may now be eligible for CSEF. Your eligibility may have changed as a result of COVID-19,
so please be aware during the term.
The applicant must be one of the following:
1.

2.
3.

a parent/carer (of the relevant student) who is:

on the first day of term one or the first day of term two an eligible beneficiary of either a
Centrelink Health Care Card or a Pensioner Concession Card; or

an eligible beneficiary of a Veterans Affairs Gold Card; or
a temporary foster carer; or
the parent/carer of a student who is 16 years or older and who holds a valid concession card
(such as a Youth Allowance Health Care Card or Disability Support Pension Card).

The parent/carer must submit an application to the school prior to the end of term 2. Please find the
application form attached to this newsletter . When lodging your claim please attach a copy of your
Centrelink card. (Parents that have already applied this year do not need to reapply)
Provided the above conditions are satisfied, the amount payable is:



$125 for Primary school students.
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