13th February 2020

Principal’s Message

What’s On…...
February
18th School Council 7.00pm
19th Prep children do not
attend on this day
SDSSA Swimming Trials
21st SDSSA Summer Sport
Round Robin
24th Preps attend full time
25th Parent Information
Curriculum Evening
Prep & Year 1 6.00pm
Year 2 & 3 6.45pm
Year 4,5,6 7.30pm
March
3rd

Year 6 Excursion Old
Melbourne Gaol

9th

Labour Day Public
Holiday. Children do
not attend school on
this day.

Dear Parents
A GREAT SUCCESS!
It was wonderful to see so many parents attend the
Parent/Teacher ‘Information Sharing’ sessions
conducted this week. The interview provides an
opportunity to share valuable information for both
parents and teachers, often informing elements of
students individualised education programs.
SCHOOL GROUND IMPROVEMENTS
During the summer holidays school grounds work was undertaken. A passive play
area was constructed consisting of a seated decking area and sandpit near the
library. A new long jump pit has been constructed and the walkway into the Prep
undercover sandpit has been landscaped. Our local farmers (teachers) were deep
in thought as to how and where to move the very heavy mosaic cow. Thank you
to our families for supporting our Building Fund, fundraising events and school
contributions

11th Happy Day Resilience
Project Launch
18th Twilight Sports Evening
6.00—7.30pm
19th School Photos
20th SDSSA Athletics
23rd Harmony Day Dress Up
and Incursion
27th Assembly 9.30am
Dismissal 2.30pm
Office closes at 3.00pm
END OF TERM 1

PINEWOOD PRIMARY SCHOOL REVIEW
On Thursday 27th February, our school commences the first day of the four day
Pinewood Primary School Review process. It will be a wonderful opportunity to
celebrate the many things our school does well and to also reflect on areas for
further growth and improvement. The new School Strategic Plan (2021-2024)
goals and Key Improvement Strategies will be developed, considering, whole
school data sets, field work observations, survey feedback (parent, student &
staff), and achieved educational outcomes examined over the four day review
process. The people involved in the School Review are; the Principal, the School
Leadership Team, DET (Department of Education and Training) Senior Education
and Improvement Officer, DET approved Reviewer, 2 Principal Class Challenge
Partners and our School Council Vice President (Dennis Duval).
PARENT CURRICULUM INFORMATION EVENING –TUESDAY 25th FEBRUARY
On Tuesday 25th February, each year level team will be hosting a Parent
Information session to outline and explain the various elements of the Victorian
Curriculum your child will be covering over the year. The Parent Information
sessions will be held on Tuesday 25th February at the following times.
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YEAR LEVEL

TIME

VENUE

Prep

6.00pm- 6.45

Prep Area - FLS

Year 1

6.00pm-6.45

Hall

Year 2

6.45pm- 7.30

Hall

Year 3

6.45 pm -7.30

Prep Area- FLS

Year 4

7.30pm - 8.15

Prep Area - FLS

Year 5

7.30pm – 8.15

Hall

Year 6

7.30pm -8.15

YR 6 Area- FLS

SPECIAL PREP BAGS- 2020
Today, our 2020 Prep students were delighted to receive their special Prep bags to celebrate the first steps of
their school journey. Thank you to Mr Matt Fregon MP for Glen Waverley, for attending and presenting the
excited Prep students with their special red bags. The bags include
free books, flyers, fridge magnets, booklets and activity sheets.
Each child received five terrific books within the bag:






‘Edward the Emu’ by Sheena Knowles
'Silver Buttons’ by Bob Graham
‘The Dress-Up Box' by Patrick Guest & Nathaniel Eckstrom
'Where is Galah?' by Sally Morgan
‘Hello From Nowhere’ by Raewyn Caisley & Karen Blair

The pack comes courtesy of the Victorian Department of Education and Training (DET)
THE YEAR 6 LEADERSHIP BADGE PRESENTATION CEREMONY
On Monday 24th February, we will be conducting a badge presentation ceremony for our Year 6 Student
Captains. Mr. Matt Fregon, MP, will be our guest at the assembly and will present students with their
leadership badges. The assembly will commence at 9.30 am in the hall. A morning tea for school leaders and
their parents will be conducted in the staffroom immediately after the ceremony.
School Council Elections 2020
On behalf of the Pinewood school community, I would like to thank our retiring School Council members for
the generous and valued contribution they have made to our school: Sorin Ardeleanu, Steve Ellis, Kylie Phillips
and Dennis Duval.
This year we have four Parent vacancies and one DET Employee vacancy. Council members whose term of
office expires this month are:
Parent members: 2 year position
Sorin Ardeleanu
Steve Ellis
Kylie Phillips
Dennis Duval

DET member: 2 year position
Ryan Bolger

I would like to encourage anyone who is interested to apply. I would also ask those who are completing their
term of office to consider standing again.
Nomination forms will be available from Monday 17th February, at the school office. I would like to encourage
anyone who may be interested to nominate themselves for council.
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Notice of Election and Call for Nominations from Monday 17 February 2020
I call for nominations for School Council and give notice that an election is to be conducted for members of
the School Council of Pinewood Primary School. Nomination forms may be obtained from the school office,
from 8.45am, Monday 17th February, and must be lodged at the school office by 4.00pm on Monday 24
February 2020.
The ballot, if required, will close at 4.00 pm on Tuesday 10th March. The timeline below is part of the ‘Notice
of Election’. Current School Councillors are also able to re-nominate for these positions.
The timeline below is part of the ‘Notice of Election’.


Monday
February 17th

Notice – Call for nominations and Notice of Election

Nomination forms available at office
(Tuesday 18 Feb.- Current School Council Meeting @ 7.00pm)

Monday



February 24th




Wednesday



February 26th



Completed nomination forms delivered to the Principal via Nomination Box
at the school office.
Nominations Close at 4:00pm
If the number of nominations is equal to the number of vacancies there
will not be a vote and ballot.
The Principal will display names of the candidates, their nominators and
seconders, and take appropriate steps to either commence the ballot process if needed, declare candidates elected, or call for further nominations.
If any additional nominations are required, they close at 4:00pm on Friday
28th February.
If the number of nominations is more than required, steps will be taken to
commence the ballot requirements

Monday
March 2nd
Tuesday
March 10th



If needed Ballot papers prepared and distributed.



Ballots close at 4:00pm; votes counted Wednesday 11th March and ballot
declared and all candidates contacted.

Tuesday
March 17th



First meeting of new School Council, AGM - Co-option Meeting 6.30pm in
the Staff Room.

If the number of nominations is equal to, or less than the number of vacancies then there will be no ballot.
School Council, Information and Responsibilities
School Council assists in the governance of the school with responsibilities to: approve student camps and
overnight excursions and student overseas travel; approve the annual budget; develop, review and update
school policies in line with Department of Education guidelines and legislation; raise funds for the school;
oversee the school grounds and building maintenance and oversee the strategic plan development and
implementation.
They:

assist in the efficient governance of the school

ensure that its decisions affecting students of the school are made having regard, as a primary
consideration, to the best interest of the students

enhance the educational opportunities of students at the school

ensure the school and the council complies with any requirements of this Act, the regulations, a
Ministerial Order or a direction, guideline or policy issued under this Act.
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I must emphasise that it is NOT the role of School Council and parent members of School Council to involve
themselves in any concerns and complaints that parents may have regarding staff, other students or parents
and the school. Please see the school Principal Class Leadership and/or your child’s teacher if you have a
concern, question or complaint. We are very approachable and keen to alleviate concerns and resolve
problems. School Council is not involved in any school operational and management matters or day-to-day
running of the school.

Information About School Council
What is a school council and what does it do?
All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally formed bodies that are given powers to set the key directions of a school within centrally provided guidelines. In doing this, a school council is
able to directly influence the quality of education that the school provides for its students.
Who is on the school council?
There are three possible categories of membership:

A mandated elected parent category. More than one third of the total members must be from this
category. Department of Education and Training (DET) employees can be Parent members at their
child’s school.

A mandated elected DET employee category. Members of this category may make up no more than
one third of the total membership of school council. The principal of the school is automatically one of
these members.

An optional Community member category. Its members are appointed by a decision of the council
because of their special skills, interests or experiences. DET employees are not eligible to be Community
members.
The term of office for all members is two years. Half the members must retire each year, creating vacancies
for the annual school council elections.
How can you become involved?
The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in Term 1 each year. However, ballots are
only held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant.
In view of this, you might seriously consider:

standing for election as a member of the school council

encouraging another person to stand for election
What do you need to do to stand for election?
The Principal will issue a Notice of Election and Call for Nominations following the commencement of Term
1 each year. All School Council elections must be completed by the end of March.
If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as a candidate or you can
nominate yourself in the parent category.
Department employees whose child is enrolled in a school in which they are not employed are eligible to
nominate as parents for the School Council where their child is enrolled.
Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the Principal within the time stated on the Notice of
Election. You will receive a Nomination Form Receipt in the mail following the receipt of your completed
nomination.
Generally, if there are more nominations received than there are vacancies on Council, a ballot will be
conducted during the two weeks after the call for nominations has closed.
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Remember
Ask at the school for help if you would like to stand for election and are not sure what to do
Consider standing for election to council this year
Be sure to vote in the elections





Please note that School Councillors are expected to commit to attending all Council meetings each year,
excepting unforeseen work or family events. Meetings are held twice each term on a Tuesday evening, usually
the third Tuesday in a month, from 7.00pm.
Without the required quorum at Council meetings we cannot complete our compliance demands relating to
educational and financial policy and operations work at the school.
Contact the Principal for further information.
I am very happy to discuss School Council with interested parents considering nomination.
STUDENT TOILETS
Parents who need to use the toilet facilities need to go to the school office please. The office staff will direct
you to a toilet you can use.
Under no circumstances are parents, and older siblings who do not attend our school, allowed to use our
student toilets. This is a safety issue.
STAFF AVAILABILITY
In 2020, classroom teachers will be available before school from 8:50am. Should you have an urgent matter to
discuss with your child’s teacher, they are happy to briefly discuss the matter at this time. If you require a
longer conversation, we would ask that you make an appointment to speak to the teacher. Once the morning
music begins, teachers are required to bring their class into the classroom for a prompt 9.00 am start
IMPORTANT INFORMATION—STUDENT ACCIDENT & PRIVATE PROPERTY INSURANCE
The Department of Education and Training (DET), and government schools do not provide personal accident
insurance for students. Parents and guardians are generally responsible for paying the cost of medical
treatment for injured students, including any transport costs. Reasonable low cost accident insurance policies
are available from the commercial insurance sector.
The Department of Education and Training also does not hold insurance nor does it accept responsibility for
private property brought to school by students, staff and visitors.
Students are advised not to bring any unnecessary or particularly valuable items to school and are not allowed
to bring any electronic toys and games to school.
Please ensure that you have Ambulance cover as this is not covered by the school.
Karen Jenkin
Principal

2020
Term 1

28 January 2020

27 March 2020

Term 2

14 April 2020

26 June 2020

Term 3

13 July 2020

18 September 2020

Term 4

5 October 2020

18 December 2020
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK
Madeleine M - 4G
For your outstanding start to the year. The kindness you have shown to your classmates has been
fantastic and I look forward to teaching you this year.
Rayyan P - 4G
For the fantastic effort you have put into the start of the year. You are always polite and respectful to
teachers and your peers. Well Done!
Laney C - 2M
For the wonderful effort she has made to keep our classroom tidy, especially the reading corner.
Liam T - 2M
For your terrific start to the year. Liam has worked hard to complete all set tasks.
Alex W - 4H
For such a fantastic start to Grade Four. Well done for showing focus and working hard!
Hudson L- 2K
For your amazing start to the year. You are always smiling, eager to learn and try your best. Excellent
work champ!
Isabelle - 2K
For your brilliant start to Grade Two. You are a helpful, friendly student and a great role model to others.
Fantastic work Isabelle.
AJ S - 4F
For the confidence he shows when speaking in front of the class and for completing his work to a high
standard.
Maheli P - 6T
For showing outstanding empathy towards your classmates. You have set a great example for how to
care and look out for other people. Well done Maheli.
Lucas H - 6U
For being a reliable laptop monitor and also listening attentively in class. Keep it up, Lucas!
Rudy P 2F
For always being an active participant in everything we do. Thank-you for your enthusiasm, Rudy!
Meadow F - 2F
For being a hard worker and applying yourself in every subject. Well done on your efforts, Meadow!
Zara F - 4M
For showing exactly what it means to be a kind, caring and supportive friend! 4M is lucky to have you in
our class!
Lucas R - 4M
For the amazing effort that he is consistently putting into his work! You have had a fantastic start to the
year! Keep it up!
Ahana B - 4M
For showing great confidence and resilience when starting at a new school. Well done on your wonderful
start at Pinewood Primary School.
Chenul M - 2G For always trying his hardest and paying attention in class.
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK
Ashley H—2G
For settling in well and always trying her hardest. For always listening and helping others.
Yajur S - 2H
For your amazing start in Grade 2 at Pinewood. You've settled in well and we’re glad to have
you in 2H.
Ariel X - 2H
For being a fabulous member of 2H. Great job putting up your hand and contributing to our discussions.
Oshima R - 2A For always displaying beautiful manners and putting in her best effort with all of her
work. Great effort!
Leo C—2A
For settling in wonderfully to Pinewood and showing confidence in making new friends. Well done Leo!

Michelle and Joanna
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THE CAMPS, SPORTS and EXCURSION FUND
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) provides payments for eligible students to attend activities like:
· school camps or trips
· swimming and school-organised sport programs
· outdoor education programs, excursions and incursions.
On the first day of Term One (28 January 2020) or the first day of Term Two (14 April 2020), a parent or legal
guardian of a student must:
· be an eligible beneficiary of one of these cards: Veterans Affairs Gold Card Centrelink Health Care Card
Pensioner Concession Card
· OR they must be a temporary foster parent
· OR the student is 16 years or older and holds a valid concession card (such as a Youth Allowance Health
Care Card)
· AND the parent or legal guardian must submit an application by the due date.
Parents who receive a carer allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not income tested
by Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with the above.
Eligibility will be determined when the parent’s concession card successfully validates with Centrelink on either
the first day of term one or term two.
School is compulsory for all Victorian children aged between six and 17 years of age. CSEF is not payable to
students attending pre-school, kindergarten, TAFE or who are home schooled.
Payments are: $125 per year for eligible primary school students.
If you applied last year, you do not need to fill out a new form as the application will be rolled over and
automatically verified by Centrelink. CSEF forms are available from the school office.

HEALTHY,
AFFORDABLE LUNCHES
DELIVERED FRESH TO
PINEWOOD PRIMARY SCHOOL

We're so excited to share that the first issue of Book
Club for 2020 is out now.

AVAILABLE MONDAY TO FRIDAY
(Unavailable Tuesday)

In Issue 1, there are 45 titles priced at $5 or less...!
Please place your orders online at
www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP or by returning the order
form at the back of the catalogue by
Friday 14th Feb 2020.

Our Menu offers either a 2 or 3 Course
Lunch with 15 choices available for each
course each day!
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE
www.classroomcuisine.com.au
Orders are received by our customer
friendly website until 8.30am the day the
lunch is required.
Email: contact@classroomcuisine.com.au
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Last year we raised over $3,000 in rewards which where
put towards much needed educational resources for the
school.
Please contact me if you have any questions
Fiona Kirsch (Sienna's Mum 3B) at
fionatetley@hotmail.com
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OSHClub News
Dear Parents/Caregivers,
The staff of Pinewood OSHClub would like to welcome all of you back to term 1 of 2020. Hope you had a
wonderful holiday. Also, we would like to thank all parents/caregivers who used our service during the
Summer holidays. A great big thank you goes to all parents who reserved spots/bookings well in advance for
the sessions. Also, we do appreciate your suggestions and ideas for the upcoming holiday program. Please
feel free to send your ideas in the coming weeks as we will be finalizing the program at the beginning of
March.
Reminders
It is very important for you to double check your bookings for this year as some of your working days have
been changed. If it is different to what is required, you can notify us on 0409 906 462 or cancel online ASAP
to avoid all extra charges.
IMPORTANT:
Changes to the Aftercare room allocations as of this week are:
PREP: Prep FLS
GRADE 1: Hall (until 5:30, then move to Grade 6 FLS)
GRADE 2: Hall (until 5:30, then move to Grade 6 FLS)
GRADE 3: Grade 6 FLS
GRADE 4: Library (until 5:30, then move to Prep FLS
GRADE 5: Library (until 5:30, then move to Prep FLS
GRADE 6: Grade 6 FLS
Please Note: Bookings made within 24 hours of the session commencing cannot be made online. For any bookings, please contact
us (Pinewood OSHClub) directly on 0409 906 462.
If you require further assistance, please contact our Customer Service and Billing Team on 1300 395 735 or by
emailing oshaccounts@junioradventuresgroup.com.au.
Thanks,

School Banking
A very big warm welcome back to a new year at Pinewood Primary! I trust that you all enjoyed your Summer break. Here at
Pinewood we are lucky enough to participate in the Commonwealth School Banking program. School Banking encourages
kids to save a little money each week (any amount) into their Youthsaver account, helping them learn about the value of
money and develop a good saving habit.
If you have already joined – great! You’re ready to go! If you have yet to join, or you are new to the school and would like to,
it’s simple. All you need to do is open a Youthsaver account either online or in at your local branch. Once you have opened an
account, your child will receive a Dollarmites deposit wallet to use for School Banking.
The Youthsaver account is a savings account with no monthly fees and a competitive bonus interest rate when at least one
deposit (excluding interest and bank initiated transactions) and no withdrawals are made each calendar month on balances
up to $50,000.
Here at Pinewood our School banking day is THURSDAY
All your child needs to do is bring along their filled out deposit book in their Dollarmites deposit wallet
with the correct amount to bank, pop it into their class tub and that’s it!!
Don’t forget to check out the rewards program!
For further information head to commbank.com.au/banking/school-banking
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School Banking Day

Subway Lunch Order Day!

is

Tuesday 25th of February

Thursday

Envelopes and flyers have been sent home this week.
PLEASE note and pay attention to ALL instructions as
no change is given, separate envelopes for each
child please

Term 1 REWARDS
Terry Denton's Activity Book
Mini Soccer Ball (size 2)

For more information on how to join please visit
your local branch or go to

Money & orders are due back
Thursday 20th of February by 9.30am
STRICTLY no late orders will accepted

commbank.com.au/banking/school-banking

Parent Club Annual General
Meeting – Monday 16th March

Bonjour, Pinewood Primary School community.
This week we are revising a range of classroom
instructions. I hope that most of them are very
familiar to your children.
Bien cordialement,

The Parents Club Committee, made up of parents
wanting to have a more active role organising these
events, meets once a month and our Annual General
Meeting will take place on Monday March the 16th at
9.15am. If you would like to become more involved or
find out more about the Club please come along to our
AGM next month. Everyone is welcome so we encourage you to come along!

Madame Vinga

French Words of the Week
tout le monde - everybody
un cercle – a circle
une ronde – a circle (of children,
people)
lève-toi – stand up
on se lève – everyone stands up
assieds-toi – sit down
on s’assois – everyone sits down
marche – walk, march
arrête - stop
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SECOND HAND UNIFORM
The Pinewood Community has shown a lot of
interest in having a second hand uniform store.
Due to the huge amount of time this requires,
storage, planning etc we have opted to try a
FACEBOOK page where the Parents & Families
of Pinewood are welcome to post photos of their
items for sale. Everyone is welome to join, please
check the page out for more details.
Search - Pinewood Primary
school Uniform Buy/Swap/Sell
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