7th November 2019

Principal’s Message

What’s On…...
November
11-13th Year 3 Camp Phillip
Island
11th Swimming begins
Yrs2,4,5&6
13th Orientation 2020 Preps
14th Yr6 Footsteps
21st Subway Day
School Fun Run/Walk
Yr6 Footsteps

Dear Parents
National Music Program Celebration
Today at 12.30 pm, the students of Pinewood, participated in a national music
celebration where right across the country – all registered schools sing the same
song, on the same day, at the same time. Federal Minister Ms Gladys Liu from
Chisholm also joined us to share in the celebration.
One main event is live streamed so that all participating schools can tune in and
feel connected to the rest of the country as they sing the song that stops the
nation. The 2019 Program Song is ‘We Are‘. It was written by 5 students with the
assistance of John Foreman OAM (Program Ambassador) and Jack River (2019
Program Mentor). In 2019, the program involved over 745,000 students from
more than 3400 school all around Australia.
REMEMBRANCE DAY
We will be conducting our Remembrance Day Commemoration
at 10.45am on Monday 11th November. The ceremony will be led
by our School Captains.
A special part of our ceremony is placing flowers around the
school’s flag-poles in remembrance. If possible, your child may
like to bring some flowers from home for this occasion.

26th Yr1 Excursion Melbourne
Zoo
Prep 2020 Information
Night 7pm
27th Yr5 Science Incursion
December
3rd

Yr4 Incursion

5th

Music Concert

10th Yr6 Orientation Day
State Secondary Schools
2020 Preps
12th Yr6 Graduation
20th Last Day of Term 4
2.30pm dismissal

SCHOOL COLOUR FUN WALKATHON
This year we will be celebrating the wonderful year we have had at Pinewood with
our annual fundraiser - School Walkathon. To make it just a little more fun this
year we have teamed up with Everyday Hero / School fundraising and will be
having a School Colour Run/Walk.
The date of the event is the 21st November. An information pack for each student
was sent home last Thursday, if you have not yet received your notices, or require
a new pack, there are copies at the school office.
NUDE FOOD AWARENESS MONTH AND NATIONAL RECYCLING WEEK REMINDER
We have scheduled a whole school nude food picnic for
Thursday 14th November. On this day we ask you to provide
non-packaged foods within your child’s lunchbox.
During lunchtime the Sustainability Captains along with other
Year 6 Captains will also be conducting a recycling relay
(entertaining teacher relay) and various fun activities on the
day to encourage healthy activity, education and movement
within our school. Thank you for your continued support of our initiatives.
2020 STAFF and CLASS PLANNING
Over the next few weeks we will be working on the 2020 class structure and, later
in the term, student placement. The process is a complex one. Firstly, we identify
our estimated enrolment and then look at the numbers in each year level to
develop a class structure; thus the importance of timely information from parents.
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Teachers work in their teams to develop preliminary class lists. They consider a number of factors when
developing these lists; including academic ability, special skills and talents, social competencies, gender, students who
work well together and those who may not work well together. Skills needed for ‘building new relationships’ are an
important part of our educative process, however please note that friendship groupings are considered.
Parent input, based strictly on student learning needs, is also considered. Parents who have specific concerns
about their child’s unique learning needs for 2020 are invited to provide written information to Ms Karen Jenkin,
Principal (not the class teacher) by 4.00pm, Friday 8th November.
Please note that we are not able to consider information received after this date as once class lists are made up
they are extremely difficult, if not impossible, to change.
Parents occasionally place requests for teachers. Please be aware that this facility is not available for a number of
reasons. For instance, teachers may leave the school or they may be deployed to other year levels or roles in the
school.
The ultimate responsibility for student and teacher allocations rests with the Principal. Our school processes are
most comprehensive and professional with decisions always made in the best interest of our students.
ENROLMENTS 2020
If you have a child that is of school age next year, and you haven’t yet completed an enrolment form for them to
attend Pinewood, please contact the school office as soon as possible so that we can begin to confirm our class
planning for 2020.
With the exception of Year 6 students, please notify the school office if your child/children will not be attending our
school next year. This will help us in our planning for classrooms and teachers for 2020.
Your support in this important matter is very much appreciated.
PINEWOOD PRIMARY SCHOOL REVIEW PROCESS – SCHOOL SELF EVALUATION - REMINDER
Next year is a significant year of self-evaluation and reflection for Pinewood Primary School. Every four years,
schools are required to conduct a review to ensure there is a focus on continuous improvement. The current DET
process of review draws on the expertise of professionals throughout the system, to support each school in
reflecting on their performance through self-evaluation and critical review.
Our school is due to conduct a review in Term 1, 2020, to support the development of a new Strategic Plan for
2020–2024. To prepare for our review, an essential first step is to conduct a challenging and reflective selfevaluation looking at the past four years of the School’s Strategic Plan (2017 – 2020).
It is important to engage our school community throughout the evaluation so that all stakeholders have a voice in
reflecting on the school’s achievements and input into the areas for future improvement. This includes
opportunities for students, staff, parents and school councillors to participate in the review process.
To gather information to inform this process our school is doing the following: seeking input and feedback from
school staff in relation to the school’s performance; conducting a thorough analysis of data; analysing parent and
student survey data; recognising and celebrating the school’s successes; engaging experts to assist in review and
development; and identifying areas where the school could focus future effort. Data will be used to compare student achievement, engagement and wellbeing against state-wide measures (i.e. NAPLAN, Victorian Curriculum
Teacher Judgements, Parent Opinion Survey, and Student Attitudes to School Survey).
To gather more parent input in readiness for the school review, we are seeking feedback from a broader range of
school community members. We have designed a parent survey that has been sent to all parents via a COMPASS
link. The survey is anonymous. There will be a further link to enter a prize draw of a hamper as a thank you for your
time in completing the survey. Many thanks to Vikkie Triantafyllou for generously donating the prize hamper for
the school. The closing date for survey returns will be 5.00 pm on Friday 15th November.
Andrew Thomas
Acting Principal
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Dear Families
It’s nearly Christmas and Randstad Education had organised a Christmas card competition. This year’s theme is
‘What a Traditional Christmas looks and feels like to you’. The winner for most creative artwork will be featured
on Randstad Education’s Christmas card and marketing material for 2019. All the best entries will go into our
Facebook draw in which families and friends can vote for their favourite. The winner will be announced shortly
after. Please encourage your child/children to take part in this. The permission slips and other papers are available
with OSHClub staff.
Reminders
It is ESSENTIAL that parents notify us on 0409 906 462 or cancel online before 3:30pm if their children will not be
attending after care. If we receive more than 48 hours’ notice, we can also cancel your booking without charges
and offer the place to another child as we do have fully booked sessions.
IMPORTANT: OSHClub have noticed that many parents are not signing in or out of both before and after school
care correctly. Please ensure you sign your child in or out properly and feel free to ask a staff member for help if
required.
Please Note: Bookings made within 24 hours of the session commencing cannot
be made online. You will be able to contact PINEWOOD OSHCLUB directly on
0409 906 462.
If you require further assistance, please contact our Customer Service and Billing
Team on 1300 395 735 or oshaccounts@junioradventuresgroup.com.au.
Thanks,
Harshini Seneviratne
Coordinator, Pinewood OSHClub

Bonjour, Pinewood Primary School community. It is a
festive term! This week’s words are related to the
Melbourne Cup.
Meilleures voeux,
Madame Vinga

French Words of the Week
Le cheval – the horse
la course – the race
la coupe – the cup
le chapeau – the hat
le champion – the champion
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Thank-you to all the children who have already signed up to schoolfundraising.com.au. You are all doing
a fantastic job of raising money. This is a simple and easy way to make a link to send to friends and family
to try and get them to help. We have had 130 children sign up so far, so let’s all support our great school
and sign up. We have 770 children at Pinewood, let’s all help. If you need information the notices and
booklets are available at the office. Join in the fun and excitement and help make our school
environment better.
Sandra McGregor (Co-ordinator)

Parents Club News
Coming up in Term 4 - Save the Date!
SUBWAY DAY is Thursday 21 November
Orders are due TOMORROW
Friday 8thNovember 9.00am sharp.
Unfortuately no late orders will be accepted

END OF YEAR CONCERT BARBEQUE
& ANNUAL HAMPER RAFFLE
Thursday 5th December

Parents Club hold a barbeque and a Raffle with Luxury Hampers for each
grade to be won.

We are kindly seeking donations for our hampers!

CRAZY HAIR DAY / CASUAL DRESS DAY
Monday 16 December

Come to school with your hair coloured or just looking
crazy and wild in your casual clothes!
(Gold coin donation per child on the day)
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