20th December 2018

Principal’s Message

What’s On…...
DECEMBER
21st Term 4 ends. School
finishes at 2.30pm. The
office will close at 3pm.

2019
January
7th-29th OSHClub open
30th Year 1-6 commence
Term 1
30th Prep children do not
attend on this day
31st Preps commence Term 1
February
6th

Prep children do not
attend on this day

13th Prep children do not
attend on this day
20th Prep children do not
attend on this day
25th Preps commence full
time
March
11th Labour Day Public
Holiday. Children do not
attend school on this
day.
28th School Photos
April
5th

Term 1 ends. School
finishes at 2.30pm on
this day.

23rd Term 2 begins
25th ANZAC Day Public
Holiday. No children to
attend school on this
day.
May
6-8th Year 4 Camp
June
10th Queens Birthday Public
Holiday. No children to
attend o this day.

Dear Parents,
THANK YOU
Thank you to our School Council members, Parent Club members and our parent
helpers for all of your hard work and support this year. It is very much appreciated.
I would also like to acknowledge the commitment and professional expertise of all
our staff and thank them for another wonderful year at Pinewood PS.

To all our students for their fine
work, effort and learning this year.
Have a great summer break.
YEAR 6 GRADUATION – Farewell to our Year 6 students
Last Thursday evening, we conducted our Year 6 Graduation ceremony at an
external venue -“The Grand”… It was a wonderful evening of celebration, dance,
speeches and even a few parting tears.
Thank you to our Year 6 teachers and all the staff who supported the students
ensuring such a successful send off for our students. Thank you also to ex School
Captain, Lachlan Day and our School Council President, Mr Tim Day, for their
inspiring speeches and their contributions to the success of the evening.
Congratulations, again, to our 2018 Year 6 students for being such wonderful
senior school leaders and role models. We are all very proud of you!
Well done and best wishes for your secondary school education and we wish you a
successful and proud future life.
STAFFING POSITIONS 2019
Our staffing structure for 2019 is now completed and is attached to this newsletter.
The students participated in our ‘Walk Up’ session today, where they spent some
time in their new classroom for 2019 and met their 2019 teacher and classmates.
Children have also received their reports today.
SUSTAINABILITY REPORT
The Sustainability Team, led by Mr Greg Tate, (our STEM teacher), have done an
outstanding job of progressing the school towards being a 5 Star Sustainable
School. As part of the So-Eco 5 Star Program the school has been working toward
finalising the Waste module.
Since commencing the Sustainability Program in August 2015, Pinewood has
achieved Star Certification for both Core and Energy modules and is ready to
submit the Waste module to obtain a third star. This is a well-earned achievement
for the school.
The school has benefitted from significant cost savings of $31, 960 over the course
of its Sustainability Program. The attached short report will form part of the
submission to Sustainable Schools, with the aim of Pinewood being awarded a
third star in Waste management.
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It summarises the environmental and financial benefits the program has brought to Pinewood. In addition to the cost
savings and resource efficiencies, many of our students have been positively influenced by the school’s sustainability
values, which is something to be celebrated.

Sustainability Program Report – December 2018
Program Goals: 5 Star Certification
Start Date: August 2015
Pinewood PS – ResoureSmart Snapshot

Key Points Overall


Since commencing their Sustainability Program in August 2015, Pinewood has achieved Star Certification for both
Core and Energy and is ready to submit the Waste module to obtain a third star. This is a well-earned
achievement for the school.



The school has benefitted from significant cost savings of $31, 960 over the course of its Sustainability Program.



The Sustainability Team has been successfully led by Mr Greg Tate and has gradually increased in numbers to
include 4-5 staff members. This team approach is important to enable the school to continue its sustainability
journey.



The school leadership team has been very supportive of the program since its inception.



Sustainability is becoming embedded not only around the school campus, but also in the curriculum and
community. Sharing the program successes with both the school council and school community will continue to
engage and educate staff, students and parents.



Pinewood is in an excellent position to commence the Water module in 2019 and continue the path towards 5
Star Certification.

RESPECT
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RESPONSIBILITY
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Key Points-Energy

Key Points - Energy
 Pinewood is below the ResourceSmart Schools benchmark for Electricity use in 2018. This is a big
improvement from the previous two years.
 Although the electricity costs for the school rose from $42,371 (2017) to $43,989 (2018), this was not
significant considering the rise in energy prices and an increase in student numbers from 668 to 752.
Note the actual usage per student per year fell from 283 to 234kWh, which is below the RSS benchmark.
 Continuing to efficiently use energy will be a continued focus for 2019 to ensure both environmental and
financial benefits are realised.
Key Points – Landfill
 The school has significantly decreased the quantity of waste disposal to landfill, due to a nude food policy,
classroom education and an increase in effective recycling throughout the campus. The quantity of landfill per
student per year has reduced from 0.35m3 (2017) to 0.18m3 (2018) which is well below the RSS benchmark of
0.30 m3.
 The resulting financial benefits have been significant, with landfill costs decreasing by approximately 50% from
2017 to 2018. This is a key achievement, as both landfill prices and student numbers have increased over this
time. As the school community continues to engage with the waste initiatives at Pinewood, these costs could
further decrease.
 A change in policy regarding wrappers in the school yard has shown a decrease in school yard litter, reflected in
two litter assessments carried out by students.
 Continuing to educate the school community on landfill and litter issues will be a focus for 2019 to continue the
positive behaviour change that has taken place at Pinewood PS.

REMINDER— Friday, 21st December is the last Day of Term
Final Assembly - 1.30 pm.
School finishing time is 2.30pm
Crossing supervisors will be working at this time to support the school and ensure that students are able to cross
roads safely.
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2019 STUDENT START DATES

Students Year 1- Year 6, commence the 2019
school year at 9.00am on Wednesday 30th
January.

2019 Prep students begin at staggered times on
Thursday 31st January.
CURRICULUM DAY DATES FOR 2019
The following 4 dates have been allocated for 2019
Curriculum Days (Student Free Days)
Term 1: Tuesday 29th January (Staff Meetings/ Class
Preparation)
Term 2: Monday 20th May: Data Literacy (external
data consultant)
Term 3: Monday 29th July Literacy – Developing a
Literacy Growth Mindset
Term 4: Monday 4th November—Assessment and
Reporting
2019 SCHOOL TERM DATES:
Term 1: 30th January–5th April
Term 2: 23rd April–28th June
Term 3: 15th July–20th September
Term 4: 7th October–20th December
On behalf of our staff, I wish everyone a happy festive
season and a safe relaxing summer break.
Karen Jenkin
Principal

TERM 4 ENDS

Friday 21st December
SCHOOL WILL FINISH AT 2.30pm
TOMORROW, FRIDAY 21st DECEMBER AND
CHILDREN ARE TO BE COLLECTED AT THIS
TIME. TEACHERS WILL FINISH YARD DUTY
AT 2.45pm.
THE SCHOOL OFFICE WILL CLOSE AT 3pm.
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