24th May 2018

Principal’s Message

What’s On…...
Dear Parents,

MAY
25th Winter Sport for Year 6
28th Senior Assembly Yrs 3-6
29th ICAS Testing-Science
31st Prep Incursion—
Responsible Pet
Ownership
JUNE
1st

Winter Sport for Year 6

4th

Junior Assembly P-2

4th

Excursion to Mont de
Lancey Education Centre
for 2F, 2K & 2M

5th

Excursion to Mont de
Lancey Education Centre
for or 2C, 2J & 2T

6th

Year 3 Excursion to
RSPCA

8th

Winter Sport for Year 6

11th Queen’s Birthday
Public Holiday. No
children to attend on
this day.
13th

ICAS Testing—Spelling

14th

ICAS Testing—Writing

14th

Prep Excursion to Rain,
Hayne & Shine

15th

Prep Excursion to Rain,
Hayne & Shine

18th

Senior Assembly Yrs 3-6

19th

Year 5 Sovereign Hill
Excursion

20th

Year 3 Excursion to
RSPCA

22nd SDSSA Soccer Round Robin
26th

Year 5 Maths Expo

26th Parent/Teacher Interviews
3.50pm– 7.20pm
27th Parent/Teacher Interviews
3.50pm– 5pm
29th End of term assembly
9.30am

29th Term 2 ends. School
finishes at 2.30pm

EDUCATION WEEK CELEBRATIONS
On Wednesday, we celebrated Education Week at Pinewood PS with an Open Day.
During the morning we opened our classrooms for the school community from
9.15-11.00 am. It was lovely to see so many parents, grandparents and special
visitors at the school helping the children with their work and taking an interest in
what is happening at Pinewood.
At the conclusion of the morning session, many parents and grandparents then
joined staff in the hall and together they enjoyed a delicious celebratory morning
tea of scones, jam and cream.
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…OPEN NIGHT
The whole school was buzzing with excitement later that evening as we celebrated the wonderful things we are
doing at Pinewood with our ‘Open Night’. It was great to see so many of our families visiting classrooms and
participating in classroom activities with their children.
I am sure you will all agree that the students performed their musical concert items magnificently. The music
program we have at Pinewood is exceptional. Congratulations to Mrs Blowfield and Ms Robinson for organising
such a wonderful concert. In fact, I am very proud of all the programs and teachers we have at our school. We are
fortunate to have such a dedicated and accomplished staff.
CROSS COUNTRY EVENT
Congratulations to all of the students who participated in the District
Cross Country last Friday. The students were not deterred by the
cooler weather and gave their very best on the day, bringing the
winning ‘Cross Country Shield’ and Cup back to Pinewood.
Each student’s sportsmanship is to be commended. Thank you to Mr
Walsh, Ms McGregor and teaching staff for providing the students
with extra training opportunities leading up to the cross country
event.
Sports Captains- Gemma and Thomas

LOTE PROGRAM- ‘Sayembara Lisan’- Indonesian Speaking Competition
On Saturday the 12th of May, five year 6 students represented Pinewood Primary School at the ‘Sayembara Lisan’,
Indonesian speaking competition held at Huntingtower School. The students were challenged to maintain a
conversation about themselves and recite a poem in Indonesian. This was all done under formal conditions with
examiners who were unfamiliar to the students. Well done to Dewi R., Huda A., Anish T., Karar A. and Kelly F. for
their commitment to practising and developing their language skills.
A special congratulations to Huda, Dewi and Anish who have made it through to the State finals that will be held at
Melbourne University on Saturday the 2nd of June. Thank you to Mrs Natalie Kelly, our talented Indonesian
language teacher, for supporting the students at the competition session. We wish them all the best of luck at the
State finals!
REMINDER- Disco Friday Evening
Junior and Senior student disco tomorrow evening.

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER
I thought I would include the following article, written by Dr. Andrew Fuller, in this week’s newsletter. The focus of
the article is on helping young people develop a positive growth oriented mindset, shifting them from “can’t do” to
“can do”. Andrew highlights some ways parents can encourage this attitude in their children.
As a clinical psychologist, Dr. Andrew Fuller works with many schools and communities in Australia and
internationally, specialising in the wellbeing of young people and their families. He is a Fellow of the Department of
Psychiatry and the Department of Learning and Educational Development at the University of Melbourne. I hope
you find the article supportive in your role as a parent.
Karen Jenkin
Principal
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Research has proven Henry Ford correct when
he said, “whether you think you can or that you
can’t, you are usually right”.

Mistakes are opportunities to learn.
If a child thinks they didn’t do well at something
because they lack intelligence, they give up. When
they can see they are on a pathway of improvement
they persist.

Helping young people develop a positive growth
oriented mindset where they can improve over time
and overcome setbacks powerfully predicts success.
This shifts them from “can’t do” to “can do”. Here are
some ways that parents develop this attitude in
children.

Mistakes are an essential part of learning. The physicist
Niels Bohr defines an expert as “a person who has
made all the mistakes that can be made in a very
narrow field.”

Have a policy of “we fall down 7 times but we get
up 8”.
We all have set backs. There are times when we all have
to pick ourselves up, dust ourselves off and start again.
Most of us are experts in this even if we’ve forgotten it
because this is the way we learned to walk.
Sucking at something the first few times you do
it is the first step to getting good at it.
Use “I noticed” feedback
Parents can use “I noticed” feedback for positive and
negative behaviours. The number of comments made to
kids that begin with the phrase “I noticed”, shape
behaviour powerfully. For example, “I noticed you like
to draw”, “I noticed you are really trying hard to”, “I
noticed you’re reading a good book”. Believe me, they
will notice that you have noticed!
Parents can use this to calmly draw attention to
negative behaviours. For example, “I notice you are up
when you are supposed to be asleep” or “I notice that
you are feeling upset right now”. This gives kids a
chance to explain their actions or comply with parents’
wishes.
Praise effort more than ability
Tell your kids that they are geniuses but they
don’t know it yet. It’s good to know that your
parents think you are wonderful. Then focus
most of your comments on effort. For example,
“You really worked hard at that well done!” “I
noticed you really tried your best at that, I’m
impressed” or “Wow, your practice seems to be
really paying off”.
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Creating something new involves make a lot of
mistakes. One example is the bestselling Dyson vacuum
cleaner. The inventor made 5,127 prototypes of the
vacuum before getting it right. “There were 5,126
failures. But I learned from each one. That's how I came
up with a solution. So I don't mind failure”.
Parents can help children to learn that when
you make a mistake all it means is that you
haven’t learned how to get it right yet.
Dealing with set backs
No one really enjoys making mistakes. If we don’t learn
from our mistakes we are destined to repeat them. It is
hard to keep your enthusiasm up when you’ve not
been selected for a dance team or a drama part or a
sports team or failed a test at school.
Parents can help kids by helping them to analyse
mistakes. Some questions used to review a setback are:
 Ok so you didn’t do as well as you would have liked.









Let’s see if we can learn from this?
What parts of it did you do well?
What parts of it didn’t go as well as you hoped?
How much work would be involved in getting better
at those parts?
Would you change the way you prepared for it next
time? In what ways?
I know you can do better at this if you want to.
Do you want to try again?
How can I help you with this?
If they decide not to have another go say, “Ok but
don’t let your decision trick you into believing you
couldn’t get better if you tried.”
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Turn losses into tournaments
You may have already done this as a kid. After losing at
a game, you may have said, “Ok, best out of three is
the champion”. If you didn’t win that tournament
perhaps you may have said, “Ok, best out of five is
ruler of the universe”. Teach your kids that there is no
loss; there is always a chance to have another go.

Think of a time when it was hard
We’ve all done things that at first seemed impossible.
We’ve all struggled at times in our lives. Share some of
those stories with your kids so they know that you
have shared the same doubts as they have. Talk about
times
when you could have given up but you didn’t.

There is no try!
As the Jedi master puts it, do or do not, there is no try.
Parents shouldn’t accept “try” either. When kids say
they are going to try ask them,” does that mean you
are going to do it or not?”

How to talk with them about successes.
Kids want their parents’ approval. The way you provide
praise will shape their future efforts. Let them know
you are proud of them. Try to include in your delight at
their success a comment on the effort that went into
their success.

Focus on the way we do things rather than
the result
Successful sports teams play the game the same way
regardless of the score in the game. Focusing on the
result causes people to panic or freeze up. Parents’
comments can cause a shift in their child’s awareness.
Instead of commenting on the result, find something
you like and notice it. For example, “you sang the first
few bars of that song beautifully, it’s coming together”.
Avoid the temptation to then add suggestions of ways
to improve.
Talk about your role models
Young people today seem to lack positive role models.
The media seems determined to serve kids up role
models of testosterone fuelled bozos or ditzy socialite
women.
The idea that you can partly shape your life on
someone who you admire is alien to them. Talk about
the people you admired as a kid. Explain why they have
been important. Talk about the everyday heroes who
have inspired you.
How to avoid a boring life
If you get scared of getting things wrong, you won’t try
new things. If you don’t try new things you become
bored and boring. Life becomes mundane, dull and
routine.
Parents can arrange to do things with their kids that
they have never done before. Quirky adventures don’t
have to take a lot of time or money but they do take
some thought and planning. Plan to have your child
(and yourself) go somewhere they’ve never been
before or do something they have never done before.
Don’t settle for anything less than an interesting life.
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For example:
 “I am so proud of you for getting that A, I know how
much work you put into that project.”
 “You were great today. All that practice has really
paid off. I’m proud of you”.
 “Wow when you put your mind towards something
you really work hard and get it. That’s great”
Be exuberant
If you become the proud parent, kids will tell you that
you are embarrassing them. Don’t believe them.
Maybe don’t do it in front of other people but when
you get them in private, let them know that you love
them and think they are fantastic. They may pretend to
you that
they hate it but they all secretly lap it up.
Be the antidote to the drip feed of despair
Your kids will become upset at setbacks, will label
themselves as “no good” or stupid if they don’t get a
good mark and compare themselves negatively to
others. It is so tempting for parents to try to soothe
kids out of this or even provide a salutary lesson, “well
if you’d tried harder you would have done better”.
Don’t do this!
Be determined to stay focused on effort and
improvement. “I’m sorry you didn’t do as well as you
hoped and if you want to have another go, let’s work
out a way of getting better at it”.
At first changing your parenting language might feel a
bit weird. Focusing on noticing, commenting on effort
and emphasising the power of having a go are the most
powerful ways parents can set kids up for success.
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Parents Club News

School Disco this Friday – 25th May!
Pre-purchased tickets have been handed out this week, please bring along your ticket
for entry.
More tickets available for purchase at the door for $8 per ticket
Juniors (Prep – 2) 5:30pm – 6:45pm (merchandise on sale from 5pm)
Seniors (Grade 3 – 6) 7:30pm – 9:00pm (merchanise on sale from 7:30pm)
The merchandise catalogue has been handed out this week, extras are in the office

Pizza day

Please note Pizza Day will be held across two days.
Juniors (Prep-2) Wednesday 6th of June
Senior (3-6) Wednesday 13th of June
Keep your eye out for an order form coming soon (extras will be placed in the office)

SECOND HAND UNIFORM
The Pinewood Community has shown a lot of interest in having a second hand uniform
store. Due to the huge amount of time this requires, storage, planning etc we have
opted to try a FACEBOOK page where the Parents & Families of Pinewood are
welcome to post photos of their items for sale. Everyone is welome to join, please check
the page out for more details.
Search - Pinewood Primary school Uniform Buy/swap/sell

OSHC News
This week at OSHClub expect all things science! We have a range of science experiments and challenges on offer for
children, including coke and mentos explosions, slime creations and an "egg-drop" construction challenge. Children
will have the opportunity to explore different aspects of science, and have fun while delving into a world of mixing,
building and creating.
Next week our focus is on sustainability so we're asking parents, carers and children to help by bringing in: plastic
bags to donate back to supermarkets, old t-shirts to be made into recycled bags or old clothes for dress ups and
activities. If you have any at home please bring them in!
We also wish all students good luck on their Education Week endeavours, whether performing or participating in the
Economics Fair!
Have a wonderful week,
Maddie, James & the OSHClub Team

SAVE THE DATE

We are excited to announce the second Pinewood students’ Art Show
WORLD OF ART—A CELEBRATION OF NATIONS
At Pinewood on Wednesday, 5th September 2018
Further details to follow next term!
Francine Combes & Susan Tate, Visual Art Teachers
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK PREP —YEAR 2
Tiantian H.
Prep A
For always being a kind and considerate classmate who
looks out for others. Great work, Tiantian!
Chenul M.
Prep A
For being a responsible and enthusiastic role model and
always doing his very best work. Super effort, Chenul!
Cameron S.
Prep H
For working very hard every day to hold his pencil
correctly and practise his letter formation. Well done
Cameron!
Ruby E.
Prep H
For being a polite, caring and helpful class member. Ruby
is an outstanding role model. Well done!
Oisin Y.
Prep L
For working so hard, even on his holiday to learn his
Wizard Words! Keep up the fantastic effort Oisin!
Billie P.
Prep L
For working so hard to achieve her red Wizard Words!
Wonderful effort Billie, keep up the good work!
Liam T.
Prep M
For making great progress in his reading and writing! You
are doing a great job! Keep it up!
Shenae H.
Prep M
Congratulations on a wonderful start to Prep! Shenae
always tries her hardest to complete her work to a high
standard!
Maisie G.
Prep P
For presenting her show and tell so beautifully. Maisie
speaks clearly and always shares interesting information
with the class. Well done Maisie!
James S.
Prep P
For being a delightful member of our class!! James
always shows respect and kindness to his classmates and
teachers. Well done James!
Millie F.
Prep R
For the wonderful effort she is making with her reading
and writing. Well done Millie!
Cruz V.
Prep R
For his “You Can Do It!” attitude when completing class
activities and for being a caring and helpful class member.
Well done Cruz!!
Sophie T.
Prep S
For increasing her confidence in all areas and being kind
and caring towards her classmates.
Jordan N.
Prep S
For working hard to improve in all subject areas.
Afraz S.
1D
For using his manners and his excellent behaviour on the
bus to and from Yarrabee Yesterday’s World. Well Done
Afraz!
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Amelia D.
1D
For writing an entertaining story about the Bee, the
Grasshopper and the Butterfly. Well done Amelia!
Aidan L.
1H
For showing beautiful manners and displaying wonderful
listening skills on our ‘ Yarrabee’ excursion last week.
Well done Aidan!
Momin B.
1KW
For showing confidence in developing his maths skills.
Chloe L.
1KW
For always using beautiful manners in the classroom!
Natalia G.
1M
Well done Natalia for showing beautiful manners on our
excursion to Yarrabee. Fantastic work.
Abbey M.
1H
For being an enthusiastic learner during our visit to
‘Yarrabee’. Abbey remained engaged during all of our
activities. Well done Abbey!
Lachlan F.
1M
Well done Lachlan for always trying your best to improve
your writing. Keep up the great work.
Arnav R.
1S
For the wonderful effort you put in to your recount
about our Yarrabee Excursion. Keep up the great work!
Zoha H.
1S
For the fantastic effort you have been putting into your
weekly recount writing. Keep up the amazing work!
Waheguru S.
2C
For your excellent ‘Fascinating Friday’ presentation. You
were well prepared and made great connections to your
science learning.
Gabriel S.
2C
For consistently putting in 100% effort to all that you do
and completing your work to a high standard.
James S.
2F
For working hard on his reading goal to read each day.
Your dedication has paid off with growth in your retelling
and understanding.
Georgia W.
2F
For always demonstrating the school values in class.
Your hard work in each subject is to be admired.
Dora Y.
2J
For always working to the best of her ability, and being
such a helpful class member.
Rehan N.
2J
For demonstrating wonderful commitment to always
improving his math abilities. You are a fabulous
mathematician, Rehan!
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