1st February 2018
Key Dates

Dear Parents,

WELCOME BACK
FEBRUARY
5th

COLC Program —
Murrundindi & ‘You
Can Do It’

6th

COLC Program — ‘You
Can Do It’ & Proactivity

7th

COLC Program—
Proactivity

7th

Prep children do not attend
on this day

8th

Picnic Lunch—Parents
invited 12.45pm-1.15pm

13th School Nurse Visit
14th School Nurse Visit
14th Prep children do not attend
on this day
15th School Nurse Visit
21st Prep children do not attend
on this day
22nd School Nurse Visit
23rd School Nurse Visit
26th Prep children commence
full time school.
27th-2nd School Nurse Visit
MARCH
8th

Twilight Sports

12th Labour Day Public
Holiday. No
children to attend on
this day.
19th Curriculum Day. No
children to attend on
this day.
22nd School photos
29th End of Term 1. School
finishes at 2.30pm.
APRIL
16th Term 2 begins
25th ANZAC Day

Welcome to all of our new
families and welcome back to
those returning to Pinewood.
I’m sure you will enjoy your
time at Pinewood Primary
School. Our new Preps were thrilled to have the
extra support of their Year 6 buddies today and
have made a great start to their time at Pinewood.
NEW STAFF
We welcome eleven new teachers to our school for 2018. Ms Laura McKell
(Prep), Ms. Sarah Pereira (Prep), Ms.Penny Greatorex (Year 2), Mr Trent
Asquith (Year 5), Ms Kara Hewitt( Year 5), Ms Kahlia Chapman ( Year6) , Mrs
Susan Tate ( Art 0.2), Mrs Jennifer Tiemans (PE 0.2), Mrs Angela Katsos Numeracy Support (Years 3-6, 0.6), Mrs. Margarita Alix- Education Support
Staff.
STUDENT LEADERS for 2018
Our student leaders were announced at our final assembly at the end of last
year. The students will be presented with their leadership badges at a special
presentation assembly- at a date to be confirmed. Congratulations to the
following YR 6 students for gaining leadership positions for 2017.
School Captains: Taya F and James V
School Vice Captains: Molly L and Brad F
House Captains
Cook: Teashun S and Brendan J
Dampier: Maddie D and Charlie J
Flinders: Emily D and Lachlan S
Sturt: Sethumi F and Justin Y
Sports Captains: Gemma L and Thomas J
Art Captains: Sally M and Tara M
Music Captains: Shantel C and Emily L
Environmental/Science Leaders: Jasmine J, Lucas A, Senuli P and Rachel H
ICT Captains: Anish T, Karar A and Dhasindu G
Library Captains: Roksana S, Christopher G, Renee B and Georgia B
NEW PLAY EQUIPMENT
This week many students have enjoyed playing on the newly installed play
equipment along the Toombah St. side of the school. The play area is
accompanied by new tables, seats and benches for students to relax on, play
games at, or just enjoy a quieter place to have a chat with a friend. Thanks
again to the Parents Club for raising the funds to make the purchase and
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installation of the new playground equipment possible.
NEW DOUBLE STOREY PORTABLE
The year three students are really enjoying being in the new double storey portable.
PORTABLE & BUILDING OF STUDENT WORK AREA
The portable (the 2017 Music Room) next to the Art room has had a new ‘student work centre’ constructed within
and has been freshly painted internally. Year 2 students are enjoying this great new learning space.
VEGETABLE GARDEN- Look what we found!
Meesha, Zara and Eelen from Year 2, were all very excited to see the amazing size and shapes of
the cucumbers that had grown in our school veggie garden over the holidays.

CREATING OUR LEARNING COMMUNITY PROGRAM
Pinewood students have been participating in our new ‘Creating Our Learning Community’, program. Our inclusive
program is designed to build on the new Victorian Curriculum domains of Personal and Social learning, Civics and
Citizenship and Australian History. The program also assists students with settling into their new classes, making
new friends and the building of a great teaching and learning environment for the children.
Staff have planned various class activities designed to promote student engagement and enhance each child’s sense
of belonging to their new group. The program is well supported within the ‘PERMA+’ framework- Pinewood’s
approach to promoting whole school wellbeing.
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We have a great program organised for the students.
Although we are celebrating ‘Wellbeing Day’ on Friday
Feb 2nd, there will be various activities for students to
enjoy throughout the COLC program.
Activities include:
Children’s Yoga
Thursday, 1st February Years 1, 2 & 4
Eat Well Live Well with Paapa
Friday, 2nd February Years 2, 3, 4, 5 &6
You Can Do It – Confidence with Richard
Galbraith – Cartoonist
nd
Friday, 2 February Year 6, 5 and 3B&3K
Monday, 5th February Year 4, 3C, 3L, 2F
Tuesday 6th February Years 1 & 2
‘Proactivity’ sessions - The students have an
opportunity to participate in fun filled games and
activities conducted by trained facilitators from the
Proactivity Organisation. The activities are designed to
encourage the building of team work and good
sportsmanship.
Tuesday, 6th February: On the oval
9.30am - 11.00am Year 1
11.30am - 1.00pm Year 2
Wednesday, 7th February: On the oval
9.30am – 11.00am Years 3 & 4
11.30am – 1.00pm Years 5 & 6
‘Murrindindi Visits’… Cultural Presentation by
‘Murrindindi’, Elder of the Wurundjeri People.
Murrindindi will share Wurundjeri stories, culture and
dance with the students as part of the Australian
History curriculum. Sessions will be conducted in the
hall.
Monday, 5th February
9.30—10.15 - Year 1
10.15-11.00 – Year 3
11.30-12.15 – Year 4
12.15 – 1.00 – Year 5
2.00 – 2.45 – Year 2
2.45 – 3.25 – Year 6
Preps will take part in some of the COLC activities in
the next fortnight.
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FABULOUS THURSDAY PICNIC – FEBRUARY, 8th (ON
THE OVAL)
At Pinewood we not only celebrate our children’s
achievements, we also celebrate the fabulous
community that we belong to at Pinewood. The
parents/carers of our students are very much
welcomed, valued and appreciated.
We invite you all to bring along a
picnic lunch and join us on the oval
with your children on this day from
12.45-1.15pm (& maybe a blanket
to sit on).
Children are required to bring their
lunch (picnic lunch) and a snack, as usual.
A great way to commence the year!
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
Pinewood Primary School has a comprehensive
Emergency Management Plan. The purpose of the
Emergency Management Plan (EMP) is to provide a
detailed plan of how Pinewood Primary School will
prepare and respond to emergency situations. The
EMP applies to all staff, students, visitors, contractors
and volunteers at Pinewood. As part of our COMPASS
technology we also have the capacity to send bulk SMS
and/or email messages to parents in an emergency. A
‘test’ bulk SMS message will be sent early next week to
all new and existing families at Pinewood PS, as part of
our EMP communication process.
‘YOU CAN DO IT’ PROGRAM -Our Term 1 FocusGETTING ALONG
This term our school will be focusing on the ‘You Can
Do It ‘program area of ‘Getting Along’.
The students will be learning about the following
habits of thinking:
1. Playing by the rules
2. Thinking first before you act
3. Being tolerant of others, and
4. Being a socially responsible person
Getting Along could look like the following behaviours:
 working and playing together cooperatively
(collaboration and teaming)
 sharing and taking turns (conflict resolution skills)
 behaving well towards each other (being respectful,
responsible, caring, kind)
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 following important rules of the classroom and the

school
 and doing things to make your classroom and school
cleaner and safer (citizenship)


ACCIDENT INSURANCE
Important Information - Student Accident and Private
Property Insurance
The Department of Education and Training (DET), and
government schools do not provide personal accident
insurance for students. Parents and guardians are
generally responsible for paying the cost of medical
treatment for injured students, including any transport
costs. Reasonable low cost accident insurance policies
are available from the commercial insurance sector.
The Department of Education and Training also does
not hold insurance nor does it accept responsibility for
private property brought to school by students, staff
and visitors.
Students are advised not to bring any unnecessary or
particularly valuable items to school and are not
allowed to bring any electronic toys and games to
school.
EARLY DROP OFF /LATE PICK UP BY PARENTS
Please do not drop children at the school before
8.45am in the morning as there are no staff on duty
before this time.
If parents are going to be late arriving to pick up their
child we would appreciate a phone call to notify the
office. If a parent does not arrive to pick up a student
the classroom teacher will look after them in the
classroom until 3.45pm. After this time the student
will be taken to OSHC (Aftercare) and again the parents
will be invoiced for this session.

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER- A TIMELY ARTICLE…
I would like to share the following article as it supports
the general wellbeing of all students at Pinewood PS - I
hope you find the article helpful too.
SEVEN WAYS TO MAKE A SENSATIONAL START TO THE
SCHOOL YEAR
A new school year means a fresh start for students.
Regardless of your child’s performance last year, they
start school with a clean slate. A break offers students
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the chance to begin new habits and adopt new
behaviours.
Here are seven ideas to help you make the most of the
fresh start and make this year your child’s best year
ever year at school:

1. Commit to your child going to school every
day on time
One of the most important things you can do to
ensure your child has a bright future is to make sure
he or she goes to school every day – and gets there on
time. Kids spend more time asleep than at school, so
we need to maximise every day to get full value.

2. Help kids start each day well
A good night’s sleep, a healthy breakfast and some
words of encouragement from you will help set a
positive tone for a day of learning. This may mean that
you adjust your morning routine so that kids have
plenty of time to get up, eat and get ready for the day.
Consider taking a leaf out of the book of a friend of
mine who gets her children to make their beds each
morning which sets the tone for a productive day
ahead.

3. Establish work & study habits
The most successful students are those that develop
regular study habits that suit their lifestyle, their study
style and their school’s expectations. Find out the
work expectations from your child’s school and help
them establish a work routine that matches their
personality, lifestyle and family style. Be flexible here
as one size doesn’t fit all when it comes to study
routines.

4. Make sure your child gets enough sleep
I encourage you to make a big focus as this year as
many children and young people are sleep-deprived,
which impacts on their well-being and their learning. A
good night’s sleep consolidates learning, as well as
assisting future learning. Children need between 10-12
hours of sleep each day. Help kids get sufficient sleep
by having a regular bed-time and get-up time each
day. Have 45 minute wind-down time each night, and
remove screens and mobile phones from bedrooms.

5. Get your kids outside more for good physical
and mental health
Kids today get less exercise than those of past
generations, which is an impediment to learning and
mental health. Health professionals recommend a
minimum of 60 minutes of exercise per day for kids of
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all ages. Encourage kids to play sport; promote free and
active play and look for ways to make moving part of
their daily lives. Consider increasing your child’s green
time and decreasing screen time for good physical and
mental health.
6. Focus on being friendly
Schools are very social places requiring kids to
negotiate many different social situations each day.
Encourage kids to be open and tolerant; to be friendly;
to be involved in plenty of activities and to be social risk
-takers.
7. Develop self-help skills
Successful students are often well-organised, selfdirected and self-motivated. You can foster
organisational skills and self-direction by developing
simple, age-appropriate self-help skills related to their
everyday lives. Such skills as making lunches, packing
school bags, and organising after school schedules can
be great lessons that impact on how kids perform at
school.
At the start of the school year kids are likely to adopt
changes than at any other time. Make the most of the
opportunity by focusing on two or three areas to really
target and you’ll find that the rest may well fall into
place.
Again, welcome back everyone!

CSEF
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF)
provides payments for eligible students to attend
activities like:
 school camps or trips
 swimming and school-organised sport
programs
 outdoor education programs, excursions and
incursions.
On the first day of term one (29 January 2018) or
the first day of term two (18 April 2018), a parent
or legal guardian of a student must:
 be an eligible beneficiary of one of these
cards:Veterans Affairs Gold CardCentrelink
Health Care CardPensioner Concession Card
 OR they must be a temporary foster parent
 OR the student is 16 years or older and holds
a valid concession card (such as a Youth
Allowance Health Care Card)
 AND the parent or legal guardian must submit
an application by the due date.

Parents who receive a carer allowance on behalf
of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not
income tested by Centrelink, are not eligible for
the CSEF unless they also comply with the above.
Eligibility will be determined when the parent’s
concession card successfully validates with
Centrelink on either the first day of term one or
term two.

Karen Jenkin
Principal

School is compulsory for all Victorian children
aged between six and 17 years of age. CSEF is not
payable to students attending pre-school,
kindergarten, TAFE or who are home schooled.
Payments are:
$125 per year for eligible primary school students.
If you applied last year, you do not need to fill
out a new form as the application will be rolled
over and automatically verified by Centrelink.
CSEF forms are available from the office.
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HEALTHY, AFFORDABLE
LUNCHES DELIVERED
FRESH TO

PINEWOOD PRIMARY
SCHOOL

AVAILABLE MONDAY TO FRIDAY
(Unavailable Tuesday)

Our Menu offers either a 2 or 3 Course Lunch with
15 choices
available for each course each day!
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE

www.classroomcuisine.com.au

Orders are received by our customer friendly
website until 8.30am the day the lunch is
required.
Email:

contact@classroomcuisine.com.au

UNIFORM

Pinewood Primary School uniforms are now
available from:

PSW

288-290 Stephensons Rd, Mount Waverley
Phone: 9768 0335
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