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CALENDAR
April
28th Interschool Sport for
Year 5 & 6
May
2nd

Year 3 Excursion to the
RSPCA

4th

Year 2 Excursion to Como
House

5th

Year 2 Excursion to Como
House

5th

Interschool Sport for Year
5&6

8th

Dental Van Visit Forms
Due

9th

Year Prep-2 Incursion—
’Messenger Dogs’

9-11th NAPLAN Testing
10th Year 5 & 6 Incursion—
’Messenger Dogs’
12th Mothers Day Stall
12th Interschool Sport
16th School Council Meeting
19th CURRICULUM DAY No
students to attend on
this day.
22nd-26th Education Week
23rd ICAS Digital Technologies

Dear Parents,
PINEWOOD PS PRODUCTION
The African drums are
beating at Pinewood PS!
Auditions for various key
roles in our 2017 school
Disney production,‘ Lion King
Karen Jenkin
Principal
JR’ have been occurring over the last two weeks.
On Wednesday, students who had been
participating in the auditions were officially informed as to the
specific part/s they have been allocated in the production. Within
the next few weeks each year level will commence rehearsing their
special song/s and part of the play. It was terrific to see so many
enthusiastic senior students trying out for major singing and acting
parts.
Thanks to the staff who are meeting before and after school and
giving up some of their lunchtimes to attend to production casting
and rehearsals.
Save the Dates- Term 3: July 24 and July 25 – Disney
Production Lion King JR.
Parents will be informed over the term as to which evening their
child/children will be performing.
NAPLAN 2017
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy(NAPLAN) tests for students in Years 3 and 5, are scheduled for
Tuesday 9th, Wednesday 10th and Thursday 11th May.
Tuesday, 9th May
Language
Conventions
( 40 Mins)

Wednesday ,10th
May
Reading
Yr 3- 45 mins
Yr 5- 50 mins

Thursday, 11th
May
Numeracy
Yr 3- 45mins
Yr 5- 50 mins

Friday, 12th May
Catch -up tests
permitted

Writing (40 mins)

24th Grandparents Morning Tea
24th Open Night for Parents
26th District Cross Country
26th School Disco
30th ICAS Science
June
1st

Incursion for Years 3 & 4—
’Messenger Dogs’

1-9th DENTAL VAN VISIT

NAPLAN tests provide point-in-time information in relation to
student performance. It is important that the results accurately
reflect student ability, however, NAPLAN assessments are not
intended to be pass/fail type tests.
At Pinewood Primary School we know that every year level
contributes to NAPLAN along with the stories that sit behind our
students. Most importantly, we know to put NAPLAN in perspective
and focus daily on continuing to provide the very best teaching and
learning possible.
Over the weekend, I read the following statement from a school in
Queensland regarding individual student NAPLAN test results.
Feeling strongly aligned with the comment, I thought I would share
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it with you- as principal of Pinewood PS.
“I ask that Parents and children remember
that the NAPLAN test does not assess all of
what makes our children exceptional and
unique. The scores obtained from this test will
tell our children how well they went on the
day, but they will not tell us everything. They
cannot tell us that our children have improved
on something that they once found difficult.
They cannot tell us how they brighten up their
teachers’ day. This test cannot tell our children
how amazingly special they are.”
While NAPLAN remains of value at the school
level to look at literacy and numeracy growth,
we need to ensure that this use remains
school-based and appropriate.
As I will be in the USA during the NAPLAN
testing period, I would like to send my best
wishes to all our Year 3 and 5 students who
will be taking part in NAPLAN testing on
Tuesday, 9th May, Wednesday 10th May and
Thursday, 11th May. I am certain the effort
and attitude of students whilst undertaking
these tests will be exemplary. I thank our
teachers and students for their hard work in
the lead up to NAPLAN.
ANZAC DAY SERVICE
Our School Captains and
Sports Captains
conducted a wonderful
ANZAC Day
Commemoration Service
on Monday. Due to the
inclement weather, the
students were in their
classrooms while the
service was conducted over the PA system.
Thank you to the students who were able to
bring a flower/ flowers to place at the base of
the flag poles at the conclusion of the service,
the ground beneath the flags was a blaze of
colour.
SCHOOL & HOME CORRESPONDENCE
The school responds as promptly as possible
to parent letters, however, it is very difficult, if
not impossible; to respond to a letter if there
is not a named correspondent to reply to.
Please ensure that your name (author of the
communication) and your child’s name is
apparent within the written correspondence,
as this enables school personnel to contact
you promptly and address your enquiries or
concerns in a timely manner.
REMINDER: Mr Andrew Thomas w ill be
Acting Principal while I am on leave and Ms
Sandra McGregor will be Acting Assistant
Principal.
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PRINCIPAL’S CORNER- Positive
Parenting

Independence-building
is vitally important for
parents. It’s the
pathway to children’s
competency, confidence
and creativity, and the
short cut to resilience
and real learning. With
this in mind, I would like to share the
following article with you.
The language of Independence-building
– By Michael Grose, Parenting Ideas
Families always develop shared language
around the values that have strong meaning
for them. If resilience is a shared value then
there invariably will be a strong set of words
and phrases about resilience factors such
coping, flexibility and perseverance.
Similarly, the values of independence and self
-sufficiency are reflected in a family’s
proprietary language. In fact, it’s through
shared language that culture exists. If you are
looking to building a culture of independence
in your family then creating your proprietary
language around independence is a great way
to start.
These following twelve examples of
independence-building language, and the
principles behind them, will help you create
your own family’s language.
“Never regularly do for a child the things a
child can do for him or herself”
Goal: Independence
This is perhaps the original parenting-forindependence manifesto, and it’s a philosophy
that guides many teachers and parents today.
In effect, this sentence means that wherever
possible - we give children the skills and
competencies to look after themselves
physically and emotionally. It requires a great
deal of patience, time and courage from
parents and teachers as the sentence is easier
to say than to put into practice. But it’s a
worthy guiding principle that leads to selfsufficiency in children, and ultimately
redundancy as parents.
“Is this something you can do?”
Goal: Self-help
Independence takes many forms but perhaps
the most common is the development of selfhelp skills. The confidence, pride and, for
most, sheer pleasure that kids doing the
simple things for themselves such a toddler
tying his shoelaces or a child making her own
lunch is immeasurable. Yet it is so easily
denied by well-meaning parents and adults
who see it as their job to do everything for
children. Independence begins at home with
the development of self-help skills.
“Have you checked the help roster today?”
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Goal: Contribution
A great way to develop a sense of
independence is to give kids opportunities to
help out at home. There is no need to
overburden children with jobs, but a sensible
allocation of chores according to their age and
study requirements is not only a great help to
you, but fantastic training for them. It also
builds accountability and a work ethic, both
highly valued characteristics for continuing
success at school and later in life.
“Which of these two would you prefer?”
Goal: Decision-making
Parents as wise leaders need to call the shots
on how the family life is conducted, including
health and welfare issues such as appropriate
bed and bath times. Some things are not up
for negotiation. But there are areas where
parents can rightfully hand autonomy to
children and say, ‘It’s your call!’ Choice of
clothes, how they keep their bedroom, are
the types of decisions they can make.
Naturally, this is age-related and you do need
to have some influence on their choices.
“How can you make this happen?”
Goal: Problem-solving
Kids get used to bringing their problems to
parents to solve. If you keeping solving
them, they’ll keep bringing them. A problemsolving approach relies on asking good
questions, which can be challenging if you are
used to solving your child’s problems. The first
question when a child brings you a problem
should be: ‘Can you handle this on your own?’
Next should be, ‘What do you want me to do
to help you solve the problem?’ These
questions are not meant to deter children
from coming to you; rather, to encourage and
teach them to start working through their own
concerns themselves.
“We rely on you to do this.”
Goal: Reliability
Reliability is closely connected to
responsibility and other aspects of
independence. Every child over the age of
five, at the eldest, should do something that
someone else relies on whether it’s looking
after a pet, clearing the meal table or
emptying the garbage on a regular basis.
Having others rely on you has its challenges
and can be a learning curve. They’ll inevitably
forget to put the rubbish bins out on garbage
night, meaning your bin will be overflowing for
the next week. They’ll need to be reminded
about feeding the pet or clearing the table.
Kids inevitably won’t get things right, but that
doesn’t mean we should stop giving them
responsibilities.
“What can you learn for next time?”
Goal: Self-sufficiency
Learning from mistakes is part of the
independence-building process for children.
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Often adult impatience or unwillingness to put
up with errors prevents us from giving kids the
chance to do things for themselves or take real
responsibilities. If independence is to be a
major part of your family’s culture then it’s
imperative that we help kids learn from their
mistakes whether social, behavioural or just
messing up while helping out at home.
“How do you feel about this?”
Goal: Emotional intelligence
An often over-looked aspect of independence is
the ability to self-manage your emotional state.
Emotional self-management starts with the
recognition of how you feel about a particular
event or action and then labelling that feeling.
If possible prompt to identify their emotions
before they act on them. You can also revisit
events and ask children about the feelings that
may have led to a certain behaviour such as
hurting or yelling at a sibling.
“When you muck up, you make up.”
Goal: Accountability
Kids of all ages will make mistakes. In fact,
mucking up is part of the learning process. But
kids will just repeat their mistakes unless they
experience the consequences of their decisions.
The use of behavioural consequences is a way
of teaching children to take greater
responsibility for their lives and to learn to
make smarter choices.
“How will you fix this?”
Goal: Restoring relationships
Independent kids are usually socially-smart
kids who don’t operate in a bubble. They know
that their behaviour impacts on others they are
mindful of the thoughts, feelings and
behaviours of others. They also make amends
or restore relationships when their behaviour
impacts negatively on others. Relationship
restoration is a lifelong skill and involves the
following: swallowing your pride, making up,
giving something back, not holding a grudge
and moving on.
“You need to do what’s right, not what’s easy.”
Goal: Integrity
A sense of integrity is important for a child’s
independence because it’s the basis of
reasoned and socially focused self-control and
self-management. The job of parents is to
move their children from ‘Me’ to ‘We’. Integrity
is the great socialising agent for a child. They
may get by without courage, endurance and
grit but they won’t get far socially without
integrity.
“Let’s find a way to make this happen.”
Goal: Positive risk-taking
One of the ways to develop independence is to
work with them to build their skills and abilities
to safely navigate an ever-broadening
environment outside of the relative safe
confines of their home. Ideas include adults and
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kids doing things together such as catching
public transport until they are ready to go it
alone or with friends; and giving kids smaller
freedoms that lead to bigger liberties such as
allowing a young child to walk part of the way
to school on their own and then extending the
distance as they get more experience and feel
more confident.
Independence building is vitally important for
parents. It’s the pathway to children’s
competency, confidence and creativity, and
the short cut to resilience and real learning.
We’ve gradually retreated from this approach
over recent generations much to our children’s
detriment. It’s time to help kids reclaim their
independence. Getting our language right is a
good place to start as family change always
begins with shared language.
I hope you found the article to be of interest.
Karen Jenkin
Principal

OSHClub NEWS
As we wave goodbye to the warm weather we are
gearing up for winter activities. We are finding the
extra space in the Prep FLS a very nice area for the
Preps and Grade Ones and we are structuring
games and activities to extend their learning in fun
ways.

PLEASE REMEMBER THE
40kph SPEED LIMIT
AROUND THE SCHOOL

We are still running some group games and there
will be plenty of craft, we are also going to be
talking about sustainability this term and learn
more about how we can help our planet.
We would like to ask our families if they have any
old art smocks or shirts they can donate your help
would be greatly appreciated and thank you to the
people who have already donated some.
A reminder that parents are not to use the staff
carpark as a drop off point in the mornings
Have a great week and keep warm.
From the Pinewood OSHClub Team.
Parents should note that advertisements that appear
in the newsletter are not necessarily the views of the
school council or staff. These services are in no way
connected to the Department of Education and are
included according to relevance and interest to the
school community.
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As a gift to all Mothers for Mothers Day, I am offering a free Sunday Session ( women only),
7th of May at Top Fitness Glen Waverley at 8am.
Please come and join us. Along the way we have a
lot of fun and laughter.
If you would like to attend, please can you let me
know.
I am more than happy to discuss what goes on in
my class.
Kirsty: 0458 544 888
Please bring a friend but no children can be present
Thank you
Kirsty ( Personal Trainer )
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK
Malynda L.
Prep H
For her enthusiastic attitude towards all activities.
Malynda always uses her best manners. Well done!
Louise K.
Prep R
For being a wonderful role model for the students in the
class. Louise displays lovely manners and tries her best in
all activities. Well done Louise!
Thomas G.
Prep P
For his excellent holiday writing. Thomas always has a go
at sounding out unknown words. Well done Thomas!
William H.
Prep A
For being a kind and caring classmate and putting his best
effort into all tasks. Well done, William!
Tayha H.
Prep M
Congratulations on making great improvements in your
reading! Keep it up!
Tara H.
Prep L
For being a respectful and responsible member of the
class and for working cooperatively with her partner
during Maths.
Aryan K.
4M
For the wonderful effort he has put into his exposition
writing piece and his thorough editing skills. A great job
Aryan!
Anita G.
2G
For demonstrating fantastic organisational skills and work
ethic. Anita always takes great pride in her work. Keep it
the effort.
Jade L.
6U
For being inclusive of her peers and for trying hard to
stay focussed during work time. Keep it up!
Jasmine S.
3C
For working really hard to complete her narrative last
week and for always being persistent when faced with a
challenge.
Synaa M.
4C
For ‘speaking up’ when asking questions. It is great to
see her gaining confidence in the classroom. Keep it up!
Anudi R.
2R
For being an organised and helpful student who always
puts in her best efforts. Anudi is always the first to offer
a helping hand. Well done Anudi, keep it up!
Chloe C.
3K
For being a responsible learner who gives her very best in
everything that she does.
Alan A.
5R
For the great effort he has been putting in to his writing.
Well done Alan, it is great to see you having a positive
attitude toward school.
Aarkin S.
1T
For being a positive member of our class and for always
trying hard to do his best work. Well done!
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Hunter D.
2J
For the wonderful progress he is making with is
‘Procedure Writing’. Well done Hunter, keep up your
top effort.
Jesse S.
1H
For displaying a positive attitude towards his learning
an participating enthusiastically in class discussions.
Well done!
Biyon M.
1M
Well done Biyon for settling in to Pinewood so easily.
It is lovely to have you as a member of 1M.
Azmeen H.
1S
For always being a respectful and responsible class
member and for working beautifully last week.
Rachel H.
5D
For the wonderful effort she is putting in to her
writing. Well done on expanding on your vocabulary
and editing her work.
Anna Y.
4W
For her consistency with her homework, writing and
reading school work. Anna always completes her
work neatly and to a high standard! Well done!
Olivia E.
6H
For the outstanding reliability and maturity shown
whilst undertaking a variety of class roles. Thank you
for your support.
Jasmine J.
5C
For her outstanding effort and work on her Literacy
Study Project. Jasmine displayed a high level of
responsibility and organisation in both the content
and presentation of her work.
Madeleine D.
5C
For her outstanding work on on her Literacy Study
Project. Madeleine’s newspaper demonstrated her
commitment and enthusiasm towards her learning.
Well done!
Lucinda S.
1JK
For being such a supportive and caring classmate.
Lucinda ‘s kindness is very much appreciated. Well
done!
Mackenzie C.
3BM
For making an outstanding effort when representing
Pinewood Primary School at the athletics carnival. A
great achievement for a Year 3 student.
Zachary L.
2M
For persisting to improve his handwriting skills.
Logan B.
3BM
For making an outstanding effort when representing
Pinewood Primary School at the athletics carnival. A
great achievement for a Year 3 student.
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Pinewood Primary School is raising funds. Here's how you can help...
Support the school’s purchase of Sun Shades for both the junior and senior playgrounds by buying the NEW 2017 |
2018 Entertainment Membership for your Mum, other family members, or even spoil yourself this Mother's Day.
Entertainment Memberships are filled with hundreds of valuable offers for everything you love to do, and you'll be
helping our fundraising at the same time!

Order forms are available at the front office or you can order at
www.entbook.com.au/18939a1

